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News Release 




       FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Contact: [Insert your name]


       

    

Tel: [Insert your contact telephone number]
Email: [Insert your email]
LOCAL SPORTING ACTION HEROES RUNNING FOR FREEDOM!
Every minute around the world, people are trafficked for sexual exploitation. We’re running to help prevent it. / Join us! It’s not to late to take part! [Delete or choose a suitable sub heading]
Campaigners and sporting heroes from [insert town] are running to raise money and help protect vulnerable girls around the world from being trafficked into the sex industry.
No one knows how many girls and young women are trafficked into sexual exploitation around the world but it is certainly hundreds of thousands. Although it is something affecting boys as well, girls are statistically more at risk from this human rights abuse.
When assessing why women and girls are more at risk, it is important to address issues such as cultural and social perceptions of women, demand for the sex industry and the extent to which education and vocational training are accessible to girls in trafficking hot spots.
Even in an age of equality, around the world, girls are still less likely to go to school than their brothers and more likely to be illiterate. This lack of education and vocational training leads to a girl having less access to legitimate and well-paid employment. Research has shown that the fewer and narrower a girl’s options, the more vulnerable she is to trafficking. This relationship between education and trafficking is highly relevant and reflected all over the world. When in India, STOP THE TRAFFIK’s Phil Lane saw it in action
‘if we could get a girl in school just the structure it gave to her made her less vulnerable. If we could keep her in school, she became dramatically less likely to be trafficked as new horizons opened up to her. We managed to get one girl, Jyothi, into school at age 12. She was safe for a while but when her parents took her out of school someone tried to kidnap her, twice. In most countries education, the opportunities it brings and the structure it allows is taken for granted but in many countries it is a vital way to keep girls safe when they are growing up and as adults.’
Freedom Ticket for Life is STOP THE TRAFFIK’s global initiative to get as many vulnerable girls across the world educated, traffik aware and safe. By running, raising money and working together, we can and we will give girls options and a chance to support themselves so they don’t fall prey to the lies of traffickers. 

The race will take place / the race took place on …. at ……. In total we raised / we are hoping to raise…….
If you want to sponsor the runners or you want to take part and enter the race, please contact [enter email] 

Ends

Contact 
For information about the run, please contact [insert name] or email [insert email address].
For more information on STOP THE TRAFFIK and Freedom Ticket for Life, please email info@stopthetraffik.org or call +44 (0)207 921 4258. Alternatively, visit the websites at www.freedomticketforlife.org and www.stopthetraffik.org. 
Notes for Editors:
1. STOP THE TRAFFIK   

· STOP THE TRAFFIK has more than 1500 member organisations in over 97 countries and aims to prevent the sale of people, protect the trafficked and prosecute the traffickers. 

· Through education, advocacy and fundraising, the global campaign seeks to raise awareness of the scale of the human trafficking and empower individuals and communities to take action against it. 

2. Freedom Ticket for Life
· STOP THE TRAFFIK believes that educating and opening up options and pathways for vulnerable girls is a way to help prevent trafficking. 
· Freedom Ticket for Life will support four projects, in trafficking hotspots around the world, working directly to educate and train the most vulnerable
· For more information on Freedom Ticket for Life and the connected projects please visit: www.freedomticketforlife.org  

3. Scale of the problem: 

· Every country in the world is affected by human trafficking, whether they are source countries where victims mainly originate from, transit countries where victims often pass through, and destination countries, like the UK, where victims end up suffering severe exploitation.

· Men, women, and children are trafficked in their hundreds of thousands for sexual exploitation, forced labour, domestic slavery, benefit fraud, forced street crime, and cannabis cultivation. 

