INTRODUCTION What was the Holocaust?

The Pitel family

Look carefully at the 26 people in Figure 0.1.
The photograph shows the members of a
large Jewish family who lived in a small town in
Eastern Poland. It was taken in 1938, one year
before the Second World War began. Think
about the lives these people might have lived,
the hopes and dreams they may have had for
the future.

Incredibly, just five years later, every person
in this photograph, except for one, had
been murdered.

The only person who Survived beyong 1943
was Yosef Pitel (the man on the far right). He
survived because soon after this photog'raph
was taken, he left Poland to begin a ney life
more than a thousand miles away in 5 Country

which is now known as Israel.

In 1938, he had no idea just how precioys
this photograph would become - and that e
would never see any of his family again.

Figure 0.1 The Pitel fami,
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The fate of the Pitel family

In September 1939, Nazi Germany invaded
Poland. By 1943 all of the Pitel family, apart
from Yosef, were killed. Some died in ghettos,
others were murdered by gassing in a Nazi
death camp. Millions of other innocent people
just like them were murdered because they
were Jewish. This mass killing is known as

the Holocaust.

In this book you will learn about the Holocaust
and how and why the Pitel family and millions
of other victims were killed by the Nazis and
their collaborators.

What was the Holocaust?

Adolf Hitler and the Nazis came to power in
Germany in 1933. Between 1933 and 1939,
Jews in Germany faced terrible discrimination
and prejudice and some were killed. However,
it was during the Second World War (1939-
1945) that the mass killing of approximately six
million Jews across Europe occurred.

The Nazis and their collaborators wanted to
totally destroy Jewish life in Europe. Jewish
people were victims of genocide. Genocide

The BIG guestion:

is any act committed with intent to destroy, in
whole or in part, a national, ethnic, racial or
religious group. The defeat of Nazi Germany
and its allies in 1945 brought the killings to

an end. However, by this time two-thirds of
Jews who lived in Europe before the war were
killed, including approximately 90 per cent of all
Jewish children. If you look closely at the map
on pages 8-9 you can see the scale of the
murder in countries all over Europe.

Persecution, murder,
genocide

During this period the Roma and Sinti

people (sometimes called ‘Gypsies’) also faced
terrible discrimination, brutal treatment, and
imprisonment in Nazi camps. An estimated
500,000 were murdered during the Second
World War. The Roma and Sinti people were
victims of genocide.

Many other groups were also victims of the
Nazis and their collaborators. These included
disabled people, gay men, Jehovah'’s
Witnesses, political opponents, Polish and
Soviet civilians, and prisoners of war from the
Soviet Union.

How and why did the Holocaust happen?

Before you begin the first unit, note down any ideas you have about how and

why the Holocaust happened.
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INTRODUCTION What was the Holocaust?

Figure 0.2 The number of Jewish people

Jewish population
murdered in the Holocaust, by country, W

€.1933 in countries

later controlled or

occupied by
| the Nazis

200

;Albama
Austria | 191,000
| Beigium | 60,000 ;]
[Eulgan’a f 48,500 7
| Czechoslovakia | 357000 |
uDenmark ] 5,700 7
| Estonia | 4,560 ]
| Finland | 1,800 |
| France | 250000 | :
[Germany | 525,000 | NE,;HEP' A
| Greece | 73,000 | ‘\‘”’E? % 3-5
Hungary 445,000 Atlantic ELGIUM,
}Maly [l 48,000 "’ Ocean ‘2:;2"’%' \)5
[Latvia | 95,600 |
| Lithuania | 155000 | o
| Luxembourg | 2,200 | LUXE&}' '“lf;a
| Netherlands | 156000 | o7 |
| Norway | 1,400 | 6"‘4{?5 L5
| Poland | 8000000 | oy
| Romania | 756,000 |
| SovietUnion | 2,525,000 |
| Yugoslavia | 68,000 |
BULGARIA
Unknown

| Jewish population
/ €.1933 in countries
| not occupied by
the Nazis

Key
—— Country boundaries in 1933

[] Height of German expansion, 1941-42

‘Great Britain | 300,000
Ireland [ 3,600 |
Portugal | 1,200 |
Spain | 4,000 |
;‘;ﬁ?dOﬂ ] 6,700 l IMecliterranean ‘ - Countries not occupied by the Nazis
S:v'»w'«jtzc-riand ] 18,000 ] pea 0 Number of Jewish deaths
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UNIT1 | JeWiéh“Iife in Europe

: Develop knowledge and understanding @J}
To deepen your knowledge and challenge commo.n mlsunc.lerstandmgs, You will learn:

| e That before the Holocaust Jewish people lived in countries all across Europe.

That Jewish people were employed in all types of jobs, and the majority were

o
not wealthy. |
About some of the ways in which Jews contributed to their communities and Countries,

That Jewish people had many different beliefs and identities.
That Jews in Germany were a very small minority - less than 1 per cent of the
% German population.
: e That prejudice against Jews has existed in Europe for 2,000 years.
o About the many ways in which Jews have been persecuted throughout history.
o What antisemitism means and how it differs from religious prejudice.

St o

e

SR ﬁ[@¥
Discuss Q g
e What made someone

Jewish?

e What prejudice and

discrimination have
Jewish people faced

| Evidence
| The chapters in this unit have a range of primary
and secondary sources, both visual and written.
| Choose one of the statements below and find
- evidence which supports the statement,

e e AL & | throughout history?
./ N B g n
| | Statement 1: Jewish life in i/ Statement 2: Jews | Does antisemitism
. | Europe before the Second | in Europe have faced | L | still exist?
WOf’d Waf was diverse, /, prejudice across time. _{; ~» amecpmen -

el sl = S

The BIG qguestion:
How and why did the Holocaust happen? |

Look back at the notes you have previously written. As you are studying Unit 1, what new
information, ideas or understanding do you have about this big question?
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1 Who were theJews of Elirope before the Second World War?

1.1 Who were the Jews of Europe
before the Second World War?

Activities
1 Look at the photographs on this page. What do these images tell us about Jewish
people who lived in Europe before the Second World War?

als: Julius, Laura, Leon and

2 On the next two pages, you will read about four individu
ountries where they lived.

Esther. Look back at the map on pages 8-9 and find the ¢

3 What can we learn about ‘Jewish identity’ from these individual case studies?

11
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Jewish life in Europé

Jewish people across Europe

g T e A T ST T

S e
STATISTICS

| FACTS AND S
Jews in Europe in 1933

® In 1933, 9.5 million Jews lived in
Europe.

® Jewish people had lived in Europe for.
over 2,000 years. ,

® There were Jewish communitiesin.
every. European country:

® More Jews lived in the eastthaninithe

west of Europe. Most lived in Poland,
the Soviet Union and Romania.

Julius Paltiel 'NISE' P- rrlalura Varon 2
Julius was born 3 @1 Lgk Laura was born E
in Trondheim, il DYV in 1926. Before 4
Norway, in 1924. ‘ <. the Second World

His grandfather -~ 7] P L War, Laura lived

had settled in e with her family on

Norway in the ' the Greek island

1880s. When of Rhodes. Her :
Juluswas - father’s family

growing up there - came from Turkey

were around ~and her mother’s |
250 Jews living H from Spain. Jews Photo credit: Holocat=:
in the city of had lived on the Center fortiCAEEST |
Trondheim. island for over 2,000 years. In the 19305,
Julius’s parents ran a clothes store around a quarter of the island’s population
and the family lived above the shop. were Jewish.

Laura’s family were Orthodox Jews. They
took part in particular rituals and cus.toms.
Laura loved spending Saturday evenings

listening to her father telling stories.

He had a very happy childhood. He
loved sports and, when he was 15,
Julius became a manager in the

- family shop. :
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1.1 Who were the Jews of Europe before the Second World War?

Leon Greenman

Leon was born in
Stepney Green,
London, in 1910. His
mother, who died when
Leon was two years
old, came from a family
of Russian Jews. His
father’s parents came
from Rotterdam in

the Netherlands. Leon spent much of his
childhood in the Netherlands.

In the 1920s, Leon returned to London
and trained as a hairdresser. He was not
religious and preferred to spend his time
boxing and singing. Leon married Else, in
1935. They decided to live in Rotterdam.

e

Esther Brunstein

Born in 1928, Esther
lived in £6dz, Poland.
todZ was a large
industrial city, and
about one-third of the
population was Jewish.

Esther’s father worked
as a weaver in a
factory. Both her parents were active

in politics. They were members of the
Bund - a political movement particularly
concerned with the lives of workers.
Esther’s home was a happy one, and she
was influenced by her parents’ beliefs and
her schooling. She had a strong sense of
being both Jewish and Polish.

Jews in Europe before the Second World War

Europe has been home to Jewish people for
over 2,000 years. Throughout this time, Jews
made a huge contribution to the countries and
communities in which they lived.

The way Jews lived before the outbreak of the
Second World War and the way they saw the
world varied from place to place. For many
Jewish people in Europe, being Jewish was
not the only part of their identity. A Jewish
person could have lots of different ideas,
interests and beliefs — just like everyone else.
And what a Jewish person thought or believed
could change over time. For instance, from the
eighteenth century, national identity (such as
being British, of French, or German) became

very important to many Jews. You can learn
about the experiences of Jewish people on the
pages that follow.

Source 1.1
There was no one way to be a Jew, they were
traditional and modern, and orthodox and progressive
and every shade in between. They were Nobel Prize
winners and they were tailors and tradesmen. They
were wealthy and they were so poor they couldn’t
afford shoes for their children in the winter. They
went to religious schools, they prayed, and they
respected the 2 000-year-old Jewish tradition. But
they also went to the movies, played sports and
danced the tango. They fell in love, had fun. They
were busy with life, looking toward the future.
Sheryl Silver Ochayon, Holocaust educator

13
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UNIT 1 Jewish life in Europe

Ways of life in Eastern Europe

In parts of Eastern Europe at the beginning
of the twentieth century, a growing number
of Jews moved to large towns and cities.
For example, 350,000 Jews lived in Warsaw
(Poland) before the Second World War,
200,000 lived in Budapest (Hungary) and
140,500 lived in Kiev (Ukraine). However, for
millions of Jews, life was much the same as
it had been for the previous hundred years.
Most Jews still lived in shtetls. Life in shtetls
tended to be traditional: people spoke Yiddish
and religious practices and cultural customs
were very important. Within a shtetl, people

A P s e Y
Figure 1.1 Chelm, a Jewish shtet/, Eastern Poland, c.1916-18.

did all sorts of jobs. While some were More
comfortably off than others, most were poq,

and life was hard.

Source 1.2
| was born in 1930 in Ukraine. We were a very

religious community. Every morning at 6 o'clock | hag
to go to the synagogue. Then the Cheder [religioyg
school] from 6 to 8. From 8 o'clock to 4, | went to
the state school. [Then] go to Cheder from say aboyt
half past 4, till afternoon prayers. Go home and have
a meal and then go back to Cheder till 9 or half past
9 in the evening. And that went [on] through summer

and winter.
From the testimony of Josef Per|

street in Kalisz, Poland, 16 May 1935

Ways of life in Western Europe

Jewish life in Western Europe was often
different. For example, shtetls did not exist
in these countries. In places such as Britain,
France and Germany, the majority of Jews

lived alongside non-Jews in large towns
and cities. Partly because of this, Jewish
communities in the west were often less
traditional than those in the east.

14
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11 Who w
ere the Jews of Europe before the Second World War?

Source 1.3
| was born in a Parisian suburb, in 1910. My father
was a teacher in the [high school]. We lived in a
non-Jewish community ... My grandfather — my
father's father — was not religious at all. My mother’s
parents, especially her mother, were extremely
religious. | was cOnscious of my Jewishness because
my grandmother was such a devout religious
woman. [When she came t0 stay] it was a bit
difficult because my father didn’t want the religion
to interfere with our daily life. We had of course to
change the menu [what we ate]. And wait until she L — r il g : 2
had finished her prayers, but that was all. l Fiauro 1 h Oest c—
From the testimony of Claudette Kennedy l?;;: o;; a beiclf ?;t\e{):l:;g.:‘ lg;g

The Jews of Germany

In a country of 67 million people, German
Jews were a very small minority. They made
up less than 1 per cent of the population —

just 525,000 people. Over previous centuries,
many Jews had moved to Germany, partly to
escape prejudice and persecution elsewhere.
By the 1930s, Jewish people in Germany Were
very assimilated.

The majority of Jews saw themselves as
Germans and were proud of it. In fact,
approximately 100,000 German Jewish men
served in the German army during the First s :
World War. Around 12,000 were killed in action  CEEmETeINEEs

e

Figure 1.4 Three Jewish sisters sledging

and 30,000 were decorated for their bravery.
0 y in the Berlin Tiergarten, 1929.
Although religion was still important to many
' not religious or :
Jews, large n.u'mbers vyere eﬂhgr t relig " Think about
had less tradltlona‘ beliefs. While s0me Jewish How did Uewish identities' differ from each

people still lived in towns and vilages, most AT
made their homes in cities. These men and
women did various jobs. Many were teachers,
doctors, or worked in the arts or in business.

15
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Jewish life in Europe

1.2 What prejudice did Jews face?

Life for Jews was not always easy. For long
periods of time, Jewish people across Europe
were treated differently by their non-dewish
neighbours. Sometimes there were even
violent attacks on Jews.

The reasons for this hostility are complicated
and go back 2,000 years to Roman times.
The relationship between Jews and Romans
changed as the Roman Empire grew. When
Christianity became the official religion of the
Empire in the fourth century, Judaism became
a rival religion, and some early Christians
wrongly claimed that Jews had killed Jesus.

By the year 1000cs, almost everyone in
Europe was Christian. Jews, who did not
share Christian beliefs, became the target for
brutal persecution. Lies about Jews spread
and Jews became demonised and wrongly

Jewish life in Medieval England

We do not know when Jewish people
first came to England. However, after he
became King in 1066, William the Conqueror
encouraged Jews to settle in the country.
Jewish people were given protection by
the King.
In the 1100s, life for Jews in England
changed. Jewish people started to be
wrongly accused of murdering Christian
children, and anti-Jewish feeling grew.

blamed for crises such as plagues, They
became a scapegoat for people’s Problem,

The rulers of different countries passeq laws
that were unfair towards Jews. This iNCludeg
stopping Jewish people from doing certan
jobs, or making them live separately from non.
Jews in ghettos. Jews were often forced tg
wear hats, badges or certain items of Clothing
to show they were Jewish. ’

On numerous occasions throughout history,
Jews were forced to leave their country. Eyz-,
time they were expelled, they had to fing |
another place to settle. This caused great
movement of Jewish refugees across Eyr
and beyond. With the spread of Christianit,
across the world, it was difficult for Jews tc

find a welcoming place to live.

Violence against Jews spread across the
country. One of the worst instances was
in York in 1190, when around 150 Jewish
people died after being trapped in a tower.

For the next 100 years the Jews of England
suffered increasing persecution. Finally, in
1290, King Edward | ordered all Jews to
leave the country. England became the first
European country to expel Jewish people.
It was not until 1655 that these laws were
removed and Jews returned.

—————
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1.2:What prejudice did Jews face?

LAY 0By S 7 S G £ e

Figure 1.5 An image of Jews being beaten from a thirteenth-century English manuscript. The figures

in blue and yellow are wearing a badge in the shape of two tablets. These represent the Tablets of Stone
with the Ten Commandments that Moses received from God in the biblical story (Exodus 20:1-17).

Activities
Undertake your own research to:

1 Find out what happened at York
in 1190.

2 Discover how Jewish persecution
was linked to the Crusades.

Change across time

As time went by, people’s lives began to
change. New inventions and discoveries in
the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries led
people to see the world in different ways and

17

challenge existing ideas. For many, religion was
no longer as important as it once was. New
attitudes emerged - particularly in Western
Europe. Here, more and more people argued
that every human being was equal, regardless
of their beliefs.

Slowly, many of the laws against Jews began
to be lifted. With the ghettos closed and
restrictions on jobs lifted, Jews and non-Jews
came into even closer contact. As Jewish
people took the new opportunities available
to them in the eighteenth and nineteenth
centuries, they made increasing contributions
to the countries in which they lived.
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Jewish life in Europe

Jewish contributions to European | auoort Einstein

life and culture Albert Einstein was
During the twentieth century millions of gews ?g;g-";{ Sg;n;:;‘yem
continued to have a positive impact on life and Al by aTiet
culture in communities across EUrope. Here whose work :
are some examples. completely .chgnged ,
scientific thinking.

Activity

Choose one of these five people and try T-_rL
n

to find out more about them. Béla Guttman

Béla Guttmann
was a successful
football player.
He represented
Hungary at the

Gerty Simon

Gerty Simon was

a famous German Olympics in 1924.
photographer. As manager of
She presented Benfica, he won the
her photographs European Cup in i
in a number of 1961 and 1962.
exhibitions in 4
Berlin during
e 19205800 Janusz Korczak

early 1930s.
Janusz Korczak was

born in Warsaw,
Poland. He was a
doctor, an educator
and an author. He
was one of the first

Ida Rubenstein

Ida Rubenstein was

born in present-
day Ukraine in
1883. She became
a famous actor

-and dancer.

people to speak
about the rights

of children and

he believed that
children should be
educated with love
and respect.
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Antisemitism

Hatred of Jews remained. Some Christians
continued to have anti-Jewish beliefs, Others,
who disliked Jews but were not religious,
looked for new ways to justify their beliefs. In
1870, a German politician called Wilhelm Marr
introduced a new word to express his beliefs
against Jews: ‘antisemitism’,

For Marr and his followers, the difference
between Jews and non-Jews was not about
religion. Instead, they claimed that Jewish
people were a different ‘race’. Of course, this

is not true. However, people who believed in
antisemitism did not just think Jews were a
different ‘race’, they also saw Jews as a danger
and a threat to the so-called ‘Aryan race’,

Antisemitism in Germany

Although antisemitism existed in Germany in
1900, it was not a strong political force. But during
and after the First World War, antisemitism grew.
Some people claimed that Germany lost the

war because of the Jews. This was completely
untrue, but played on the long-standing practice
of making Jewish people scapegoats.

During the 1920s, antisemitism continued to
rise, but German Jews did not feel in great
danger. The growing popularity of the Nazis
after 1929 was worrying, but even when Hitler
became leader of Germany in 1933, many
thought he would not be in power long.

1.2 What prejudice did Jews face?

Living with antisemitism

Antisemitism could take many different forms

but it was always unpleasant and upsetting.

Source 1.4

When | was five years old, my father [a doctor] said
... there was a birth of a child during the night, and
he was rather worried about this lady and the child,
and he wanted to have a look. So we went there,
and he left me standing in the courtyard and ...
suddenly ... children came out from various doors,
and eventually they started to call me ‘dirty Jewish
pig’, and they started to throw stones at me. By the
time my father came out, | was standing there crying
and bleeding.

From the testimony of Trude Levi, Hungary

Source 1.5
Twice a year, ... on Easter Friday and Christmas, we
had to put up shutters because the windows were
smashed because the local priest used to say ‘Our
Christ who we love has been murdered by the Jews
and these Jews live amongst you'.

From the testimony of Roman Halter, Poland

Activities

1 What is antisemitism? Explain
antisemitism in your own words.

2 What impact do you think the
antisemitic experiences described in

Sources 1.4 and 1.5 would have had
on Trude and Roman?

3 When and why did prejudice towards

: . Now you have studied this unit, check your knowledge here:

Centre for

www.ucl.ac.uk/holocaust-education

Holocaust

Germany's Jews start to change?

Education

19
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UNIT 2 . Nazi Germany 1933-39

e R e P PR g

. Develop knowledge and understanding o
| - To deepen your knowledge and challenge common misunderstandings, you wijl learn: @‘
- © About who the Nazis were and their key ideas. '
e How and why many Germans willingly supported Hitler and the Nazis.
About how the Nazis falsely and unfairly blamed Jews for many of Germany’s Problen
That Hitler and the Nazis did not seize power by force but were invited into governmemS '
About the ways in which the Nazis controlled peoples’ lives after 1933 and hoy they'

|
. ®

used terror and violence.
What concentration camps were and why they were created.

That the Nazis had a racist worldview which saw certain minority groups as enemies

or threats.
How and why the Nazis persecuted different minority groups.

e A I e R T o LT~ Y e S e e e e A e e

JUCCR S

Think historically &P | Discuss g ;;
Explanation e How important
- It is important to understand how and why certain groups do you think
~ were persecuted in Nazi Germany. .| propaganda was
See the ‘Enemies and threats’ Activity in Chapter 2.3. | in explaining why

| Choose one of the groups that were persecuted by | the Nazis came
! to power?

the Nazis. 4
| e Describe how this group was treated by the Nazis. | ® How fardoyoue

| o Explain why the Nazis treated this group in this way. that the German
e Why do you think the Nazis were able to treat this people were force
support Hitler bec

group in this way? (Think about the levels of support
for the Nazis in Germany as well as their use of terror).

of fear and terror”

ki Lt e

The BIG question:
How and why did the Holocaust happen?

Look' back at the notes you have previously written. As you are studying Unit 2, what
néw information, ideas or understanding do you have about this big question?

Yt o A 3N e e s
P ek I S b P A R
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2:1'Who were the Nazis?

2.1 Who were the Nazis?

After the First World War, life in Germany was
very hard, with food shortages and violence

on the streets. Many people felt outraged

by the Treaty of Versailles (1919). This treaty
blamed Germany for the war, gave some former
German land to other countries and made
Germany pay compensation. Like many
Germans, Adolf Hitler, a former soldier, was
angry and frustrated with Germany’s defeat.
He had extreme ideas about Germany’s future
and, in 1919, he joined a small political party. In
1920 they were renamed the National Socialist
German Workers Party (NSDAP), known as
the Nazi party. In 1921, Hitler became the Nazi
party’s leader.

Self—suffiiienéyv:‘ Gefrﬁaﬁy should
' not depend on other countries
- for food or materials.

~ Antisemitism: A hatred of Jewish

. people, based on the incorrect

~ belief that all Jews belong to a ‘race’

- which is inferior and dangerous. The

- Nazis wrongly believed that Jews

- were a threat to Germany. They
blamed them for defeat in the war
and for the problems that Germany

- faced afterwards.

Living space (Lebensraum): Belief
that Germany needed more land to
become a stronger country.

O
|

Strong leader: Instead of democracy,
Germany needed a single strong
leader with complete power.

Social Darwinism: Idea that human beings could‘
be grouped into different 'racgs' and that ‘races

are in constant competition with each other. The
Nazis believed that Germans belonged to the

strongest ‘race’, the ‘Aryan race o

Nazi ideas

Al political parties have ideas, beliefs and
values, which are called an ideology. Ideologies
are important because they help to explain the
promises politicians make, and what politicians
then do when they have power. You can learn
more about Nazi ideas and beliefs below.

Think about
In the early years after the First World War,

why might Nazi ideas have appealed to some
German people?

Figure 2.1 Nazi ideas.

Anti-communism: The Nazis saw the
' communists as a threat to Germany and
wanted to destroy them. Communists
believe that all people should share the
wealth of a country.

Strong Germany: Germany should
abolish the Treaty of Versailles, take
back its land, and unite all the
German people.

| ‘_

|
{
J\
Nationalism: A passionate

belief that Germany was
superior to all other countries.

i

People’s Community (Volksgemeinschaft): The
Nazis wanted all German people to work toget.her
to make their country proud and powerful. Unity
and loyalty to the German nation were more
important than individual needs.

21
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Nazi Germany 1933-39

The rise of the Nazis ‘Unsere |
letzte =

Throughout the 1920s, the Nazi party remained  started in the HOffﬂung i

small, but from the mid-1920s they were well USA, but spread ol

organised and began to take part in elections. throughout the

In the 1928 election they only won 2.6 per cent world. It seriously

of the vote. Five years later, the Nazis were the affected Germany.

largest political party and Hitler was the leader Unemployment

of Germany. How did this happen? and homelessness
rose and many

] .
AT

In October 1929, an economic crisis known
as ‘the Great Depression’ began. It struggled to feed
¢ Hred P . their families. Hitler u =4
e and the Nazis Figure 2.3 A 1832 election

poster: ‘Our last hope - 1+ ...

14
offered hope to

many Germans. They promised jobs for =
Germans, to restore German pride and 1 -

12

g 10
%‘, 8 rid of those they claimed were responsioi=
26 the chaos. In the July 1932 election, the 1.
;; . won 37 per cent of the vote, making ther
, the largest political party in Germany. Loc
Figure 2.2. In the November 1932 election
o 192 1o38 1930 1e32 " 1e32 | Number of votes for the Nazis declined. T
May  Dec Elections July  Nov convinced some, wrongly, that Hitler wou -
Figure 2.2 The number of people who voted ~ therefore be easier to control. On 30 Jan.:
for the Nazi party in elections, 1924-32. 1933, Hitler was asked to lead a governme
Activities
1 Study Figure 2.2. What happened to they had been in the 1920s. So what had
the pumbers of Germans voting for the changed? Try to explain your answer. Use
Nazi party between the elections of 1928 the poster in Figure 2.3 to help you.
and' 1'93'07 3 The Nazis did not seize power by force,
2 Revusrf Figure 2.1, ‘Nazi ideas’ Why do nor did they win enough votes in an
you think increasing numbers of Germans election to get them into power. Try tO
voted for the Nazis in the July 1932 explain in your own words how Hitler

election? Nazi ideas remained the sameas  became the leader of Germany in 1933.

22
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’2»._1 Whorwe‘m.the:Nazis?

Why did many Germans vote for Hitler?

Propaganda

In 1930, Joseph Goebbels was put in charge
of Nazi propaganda. Through newspapers,
posters, leaflets, political gatherings and
rallies, he was very successful at telling

‘new’ methods (e.g. film, radio, loudspeakers,
records) to great effect. Goebbels believed in
connecting with people emotionally. At rallies
involving massive crowds, the Nazis used
torches, music, salutes, flags and songs to
bring people together and to create a sense
of drama, excitement and belonging.

people about Nazi ideas. The Nazis also used ‘ ﬁfﬁ e \‘ Y

Joseph Goebbels, head of Nazi propaganda, addresses
a massive crowd of supporters, Berlin 1932,

The role of the SA

The SA (Sturmabteilung) or Stormtroopers were a
group within the Nazi party. They wore military uniforms
and would parade, giving the impression of order.

The SA were also violent and they would often attack
political opponents (like communists) in the streets.

Members of the SA parade the streets, making a
show of force to intimidate and persuade voters to
support Hitler (Spandau, Germany, 1932).

23

The appeal of Hitler

Nazi propaganda often
presented Hitler as the leader
and saviour that Germany
needed. He was considered to
be a great speaker who could
connect and excite the crowds.
Many Germans believed that
Hitler would be a strong leader
who could tackle Germany’s
problems and provide hope for
the future.

1932 campaign poster.
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Organisation

The party was carefully organised
to appeal to all Germans. There
were different groups, such as the
Hitler Youth, the Nazi Teachers'
Association and the Order of
German Women. The party also
organised local sporting events,
fairs and concerts to bring people
together in exciting ways. The aim
was for people to feel the Nazis
were on their side and to create a
sense of belonging.

Hitler Youth members give the Nazi
salute while riding bikes in Berlin, 1932.

Nazi promises

The Nazis made promises which appealed to different
people at a time when many Germans believed

that their government had failed to tackle the Great
Depression. They promised to protect Germany from
the communist ‘threat’. This appealed to Germany’s
business community, who feared that communists
would take over their businesses. The Nazis also
promised German people jobs, better pensions and
support for small businesses and farmers. Unfairly,
they blamed Jews for Germany’s failures. In times of
chaos and difficulty, many Germans were attracted to
these ideas.

o Ty

Members of = \
the SA sit down
with a farmer
and his wife to
try to persuade
them to vote
for the Nazis,

June 1932.
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Activities
Historians try to explair
what caused events tc
happen in the past. Tr
information on these
pages provides some
of the key causes (or
explanations) for why
Hitler and the Nazis ca
to power.

1 Identify as many
causes as you can that
help to explain why
many Germans voted
for the Nazis.

2 How important do you
think antisemitism was
in explaining why the
Nazis came to power?
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. told Jews were a threat
. to the ‘Aryan’ or ‘master
race’).

2.2 How didthe Nazis rule Germany?

2.2 How did the Nazis rule Germany?

Once in power, the Nazis seized opportunities
to take control of Germany. In March 1933, the
Enabling Act was passed, which gave Hitler
the sole power to make laws. In July 1933,

all other political parties were banned and
Germany became a one-party state.

After the death of Germany's president
Hindenburg in 1934, Hitler ruled as a
dictator. As the diagram below shows, the

Nazis attempted to control all aspects of
people’s lives.

Legal system: The Nazis Fiihrer (Leader): All Germans

took control of the legal were expected to be loyal to
system and the courts. = TT——————— Hit|er. Political opposition
Only pro-Nazi judges

Propaganda: Nazi

ideas were powerfully
— COmmunicated through

was banned. rallies, speeches, films
were appointed. : I and posters.
i I _ e STV e ¥ o : ‘
A > »‘ Ay 5 " v . e 7,
Schools: Teachers were k-:‘;;ﬁg NOTE AR s R » . \ ‘\ Family life: The Nazis
| forced to promote Nazi - SIS, <

3 X 4 3 pressured women to
ideas (e.g. students were N SRR S ARES! o, b A marry, stay at home and
: =x have children. Men were
expected to work and
join the army.

Censorship: Newspapers
and radio stations were
taken over by the Nazis.
All art, books and plays

Terror: Germany became
a police state. Nazi
officials had the power
to attack, spy on and
arrest people without

were checked before
explanation. they could be produced.
I Youth groups: Non-Nazi I
- . youth groups were
Religion: The influence banned. Young people Economy: All businesses
of the Church was were taught to be loyal were expected to work
controlled. Church Nazis. While boys were for the success of
leaders were expected ~ ————— prepared for the military, ™ ——— Germany and accept
to support the Nazis girls were prepared for Nazi controls. Trade
and their ideas. motherhood. unions were banned.
Figure 2.4 How the Nazis controlled Germany.
Activi Think about
Ctivity . .
Why do you think the Nazis
Pick three of the methods of control in the diagram. were keen to gain the support
Explain how each of these would have helped the Nazis of young DGOP'Q?:OWt'“Eht
i helped them to kee
to rule over the German people. Lstamien 2

control in Germany?

25
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Violence and the police state

During the 1920s, the Nazis used violence
against their opponents (people who disagreed
with Nazi ideas). After taking power in January
1933, the violence increased as the Nazis

tried to remove all opposition. TWO Nazi
organisations were particularly important in the
police state: the SS and the Gestapo.

From 1929 to 1945, the SS (Schutzstaffel)
was led by Heinrich Himmler. It was a
ruthless organisation responsible for crushing
opposition to the Nazis. The SS ran the
concentration camps and attacked Jews and
other victim groups.

Heinrich Himmler,
one of Hitler's
closest and most
trusted leaders, was
Head of Police, the
SS and the
concentration camp
system. After Hitler,
he was the most
powerful man in
Germany.

He was obsessed

with Nazi racial ideas. He played a leading
role in the ‘Final Solution’, the plan to
murder all the Jews of Europe.

e w— |

Think about

Are you surprised that the German people

willingly gave information about each other to the
Gestapo? Why might people have done this?

26

From 1934, the Gestapo was led by Reinhgyy
Heydrich. The Gestapo encouraged people

to spy on one another and report anyone
who said or did things against the Nazis,

Many Germans were terrified of the Gestapg
because people could be arrested and sent
to concentration camps based on rumoyrs
and without trial or explanation. New evidenc,
shows that in some places in Germany ag
many as 80 per cent of the investigations

carried out by the Gestapo started

because of information voluntarily given by

German people.

In 1931, Reinhard
Heydrich became
the leader of the
Security Service of
the SS (SD). Its
purpose was to

spy on and root
out Nazi enemies
in Germany and
abroad. In 1934, he
also became the
leader of the
Gestapo. In 1939,
Heydrich became chief of the Reich
Security Main Office which was

responsible for the Nazi plan to murde

Jews during the Second World War. H
was a ruthless and brutal leader. He

- All
rail

fal
<

worked closely with his superior officer,

Heinrich Himmler.

‘)

e e
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2.2 How did the Nazis rule Germany?

Concentration camps

In 1933, approximately 200,000 political
opponents, mainly communists, were arrested
because the Nazis saw them as a threat

to their power. The Nazis had to quickly

find places to imprison all these victims, so
warehouses, factories, bars, hotels, castles
and sports grounds were used. In the months
and years that followed, the Nazis arrested
hundreds of thousands of people who,

they claimed, were enemies of Germany.
Increasingly, these people were imprisoned in
specially built concentration camps.

Between 1933 and 1945, the Nazis established
25 concentration camps with 1,100 smaller
camps attached to them. On 22 March 1933,
the first concentration camp opened near a
town named Dachau, close to Munich. Murder
was rare and most people were allowed to
leave the camps after a period of time. But in
all concentration camps living conditions were
harsh, and beatings, humiliation, torture and

forced labour were common. Nazi guards were
widely known for their brutality.

Figure 2.5 Secret photograph of Dachau
prisoners marching through town (1933/34).

y w B b
i rm v “

Think about

Concentration camps in Germany were not
hidden. What does Figure 2.5 tell us about
what German people knew about camps? Wiy
might someone have taken this image of camp

prisoners in secret?

Early concentration camps

® They became a place where key
political opponents like communists,

could be removed from German society.

® As the camps were not hidden, they
spread a climate of fear and terror across
the country and discouraged people
from challenging Nazi ideas and actions.

® At this time the majority of concentration
camp prisoners were not Jews. Yet it
is estimated that in 1933, five per cent
of the prisoner population were Jewish.
This means that Jewish people were five
times more likely to be imprisoned in
Nazi Germany than non-Jews.

27
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How far did the German people support the Nazis?

The Nazis clearly used violence and terror to . 3 —
try to control Germany. But most historians The Edelweiss Pirates

agree that it is too simple to say the German The Edglweiss Pir a;es were groups of
people were ‘forced’ to support the Nazis :f: :J%ziz r-rmhaer;sr‘gfuz:ietf ggﬁ:\?eegshe
because they were afraid. In fact, during the Nazis wanted them to. Groups would gq
1930s many Germans willingly supported camping, sing anti-Nazi songs, fight witp,
the Nazis because they saw them as Nazi youth groups and during the war
successful. For example, Hitler had promised became involved in resistance activity,

To begin with, their members were given
to reduce unemployment and he succeeded. warnings or were arrested but later, by tn,
Nevertheless, there was a small number of 1940s, they were sent to concentration
people and organisations who did oppose camps. Some were even executed.

the Nazis, though this became an increasingly

difficul dangerous thing to do.
Hicuitiand oang g Source 2.2
Hitler’s power may lay us low,

Melita Maschmann And keep us locked in chains,

A teenager when Hitler came to power, But we will smash the chains one day.

Melita Maschmann joined a Nazi youth ’ '

organisation. She spied for the Gestapo We'll be free again.

An Edelweiss Pirates

and gave them information about the family
of her Jewish friend, Marianne Schweitzer.
As a result, Marianne’s elder sister was
arrested and sent to a concentration camp.
In 1963, Melita Maschmann published her
memoirs about her support for the Nazis.

Source 2.1
Imagine all the families living in Berlin having
scarcely enough dry bread to eat ... | believed
the [Nazis] when they promised to do away with
unemployment ... | believed them when they said
they would reunite Germany, which had split into
more than forty political parties, and overcome the
consequences of the Treaty of Versailles.

Melita Maschmann, a German teenager

f Edelwe

Figure 2.6 A group 0
1939/194

Pirates posing by a lake,

28
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Source 2.3

The opening of a new motorway in 193

2.2 How.did the Nazis rule Germany?

-

7. Projects like this were used to create jobs. By 1936,

unemployment was no longer a problem and, for many Germans, the future looked bright.

Activity

Did everyone support
the Nazis? Explain
your answer. Use the
sources and case
studies on pages
28-29 to help you.

pory

a teacher, refused to join the
n. He also did not allow his
d to have him dismissed
osed in 1944.

B N .

Konstantin Becker (second from the right),
Nazi Party and the Nazi Teachers’ Associatio
children to join the Hitler Youth. The Nazi Party trie
but he continued to work at his school until it was cl

29
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UNIT 2

Nazi Germany 1933-39

2.3 Who did the Nazis see as enemies
and how did they treat them?

Many different groups of people were targeted
by the Nazis, but not always in the same way
or for the same reasons. A very disturbing
element of the Nazi worldview was the idea
that some people (races’) were ‘superior’ to
others. They incorrectly believed that science

Activity
Enemies and threats

On these pages you will read short biographies of

could identify ‘pure blooded’ Germans Whe
were part of a ‘master’ or ‘Aryan race’, The
Nazis often persecuted, terrorised and gyg,
murdered those who were not regarded g
part of the ‘Aryan race and the ‘People’s
Community’ (Volksgemeinschaft).

some of the victims. These will help

you understand how and why the Nazis attacked particular groups. Read the accounts
carefully and complete a table like the one started below.

Who?

S tthazisf?
Helga Gross

disabilities weakened Germany.

| Why were they seen asathreatto =
Helg'a'wvas child with a hearing imirent.
The Nazis believed that those with physical

How were they
persecuted? |1
Helga was sterilised | B
to prevent her from
having children.

Biography A:
The Kusserow family

Franz and Hilda Kusserow and their eleven
children were Jehovah’s Witnesses. The
Nazis targeted Jehovah's Witnesses because
they would not swear loyalty to Hitler. Two

of the family’s older sons were executed for
refusing to serve in the army. The third son
died after his release from the camps because
of the terrible treatment he received. The three
youngest children were put in Nazi-controlled
foster homes for over six years, Other family
members remained in concentration camps
until the end of the war. Around 6,000

SR ————

s

Jehovah's Witnesses from Greater Germany
were held in prisons or concentration camps
and around 1,400 died there. In addition, |

approximately 250 were executed for refusing
to fight in the war.

—. L GREAN
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Biography B:
Helga Gross

Helga was a child with
a hearing impairment.
When she was 16,
she was forced to

be sterilised. The
Nazis did not want
her to have children
and pass on what
they claimed was her
- ‘defect’. In July 1933 the Nazis introduced a
'~ law allowing for the compulsory sterilisation
of those with illnesses that they believed
could be passed onto future generations.
They believed that people with physical
disabilities weakened Germany and that
their lives were worthless. Between 1933
and 1945 around 350,000 people were
sterilised under this law without their
consent. About 100 of these died as a
result of the procedure. Helga survived but
could not have children of her own. She
moved to the USA in 1954.

Biography C:

Rudolf Brazda

Born in Germany

to Czech parents,

Rudolf was arrested

in 1937 for being gay

and sentenced to

six months in prison.
Later, in 1941 he .

was arrested again  * ‘
and in 1942 sent

to a concentration camp and subjected

to hard labour and brutal treatment until
1945. The Nazis saw German gay men

as a problem because they were unlikely

to have children and help create a strong
‘Aryan race’. Some Nazis also wrongly
believed that being gay was something that
could spread within Germany and corrupt
German values. Gay men faced terrible
treatment. Many were castrated. About
100,000 were arrested. Of those, 10,000-
15,000 were placed in concentration
camps where the majority died.

Biography D:
Ludwig Neumann

Ludwig was a German Jewish businessman who
owned an industrial clothing company. He was
ordered to sell his factory in 1938 and was sent to
Dachau concentration camp. The Nazis believed that
Jews were racially inferior and dangerous to the ‘Aryan
race’. He was released on the understanding that he
would leave Germany immediately. Ludwig Neumann

emigrated to Britain.

Scanned with CamScanner



UNIT 2 Nazi Germany 1933-39

Biography E:
Bayume
Muhammed
Husen

Bayume Muhammed
Husen was born in
German East Africa
(now Tanzania). From
1929 he lived in Berlin
and did several jobs to
make a living. In 1941
he was denounced for

having a relationship
with a white German woman. The Nazis

believed that people of the ‘master race’

should not mix with people of ‘inferior’
blood. He was arrested for ‘racial disgrace’
and taken to a concentration camp without

trial. He died in the camp in 1944,

© Marianne
Bechhaus-Gerst

Biography F:
Karl Stojka

Karl was born to

Roma parents in
Austria. His ancestors

had travelled in family
wagons across Austria
for more than two

hundred years. When
Germany took control of Austria in 1938,

his family had to stop travelling because the
Nazis did not like the Roma and Sinti (so
called ‘Gypsies’) way of life; they believed
that it was criminal. The Nazis also wanted
to prevent ‘Gypsies’ from mixing with
‘Aryans’. In 1943, his family and tens of
thousands of other Roma and Sinti were
sent to camps. Many were later gassed, but
Karl managed to survive the war.

Biography G: Anna Lehnkering

Anna (0

she was four ye
Later, she found learning at school diffi

Nazis took power, Anna was forcibly steri
saw her problems as a ment
children. In 1936, she was taken to a so-Cca

Centre and murdered in a gas chamber.

the Holocaust.

n the left in the photo) was born in Germany in 1915. When
ars old she started having night terrors and anxieties.
cult. In 1934, a year after the

lised because the Nazis
't want her to have

lled healing and care
home. Then, in 1940, she was transported to Grafeneck Euthanasia

al disability and didn

From September 1939, the Nazis, with orders from Hitler, had
begun tg murder disabled children and later adults in Germany.
The Nazis believed that people with mental or physical disabilities
were worthless and made Germany weak. These murders were
codenamed ‘Aktion T4’ and became known as the ‘euthanasia’
programme. T4 staff and their methods were later used in

. Now you have studied this unit, check your knowledge here:

Centre for

Holocaust w
ww.ucl.ac.uk/holocaust-education

Education .
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De‘Qélop knowledge and understanding
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To deepen your knowledge and challenge common misunderstandings, you will learn:

extremely difficult for Jews in Germany.

e How Jewish people responded to discrimination.

That the mass murder of Jews did not occur before 1939.
About the impact that persecution had on Jews in Germany.
How the geographic expansion of Nazi Germany affected Jewish people.

That during the 1930s the Nazis wanted to exclude German Jews from society.
How the Nazis used propaganda, violence and anti-Jewish laws to make life

e About key historical events, such as the Anschluss and Kristallnacht.
e The challenges faced by Jewish people trylng to leave Germany in the 1930s.

Thmk historically

L Change and continuity
Consuder what happened to Jews living in Germany

| durlng the 1930s.
' Draw a timeline which begins in 1933, with Hitler being

appointed leader of Germany, and ends in 1939 with
the outbreak of the Second World War. Leave space to |

;. extend your timeline. !
| Mark on your timeline key events in the persecution of ‘
{ Jews in Germany.

| When you think your timeline is complete, use it to

| answer the following questions:

. » How did life for Jewish people change between 1933
and 19397

N
. 1
8

b

5
,1
7
x

Discuss
| o Why did Nazi Germany |

33

become increasingly
antisemitic? Was this
just because the Nazis
were in government,
or were ‘ordinary’
Germans also
responsible?

¢ How should we

respond when a
minority group has its
freedoms and rights

| e What aspects stayed the same?

g The BIG question:

33

taken away'?

How and why did the Holocaust happen?

Look back at the notes you have previously written. As you are studying Unit 3, what
new information, ideas or understanding do you have about this big question?
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Michael Siegel
Dr Michael Siegel

. 4 :v ,‘.
was a German 3,;‘7}. 5w
Jew who worked bl 7 fligei

as a lawyer in
Munich. When
one of his clients
was unlawfully
arrested, he went
to the police
headquarters to
make a complaint.

Dr Siegel is forced to
march through Munich

There Michael was by Stormtroopers,

attacked by Nazi 10 March 1933.
Stormtroopers, who knocked out several

teeth and burst one of his eardrums. Then,
they hung a board around his neck which
said, ‘Il will never again complain to the
police’ and marched him through Munich.

Early persecution

In the weeks and months after the Nazis came
to power, thousands of Jews left Germany,

but most decided to stay. Some didn’t believe
the Nazis would be in power for long. Others
simply did not want to give up their homes and
leave a country they loved.

At first, the Nazis appeared to be most
concemed with crushing their political
OpPponents. However, it was also very clear
'that they intended to put their antisemitic beliefs
Into action. Violence against Jewish people
begame more frequent, ang discrimination
against Jews soon became accepted.

34
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man Jews? |

How did life change for Gerr
e i 97 - T

Activities

1 What can we learn from Michagj
Siegel's experience about the
changes taking place in Germany in
March 19337

2 What are the similarities between
the images on this page (Dr Siegg
and Figure 3.1)? What messages
do you think the Nazis were
sending to the German people by
discriminating against Germany’s
Jews in this way?

Figure 3.1 0n 1 April 1933, the Nazis tried to persat?
People not to use shops owned by Jews. In this image:
a crowd of Germans gather in front of a Jewish

owned department store in Berlin, 1 April 1933. Signs
on the shop tell Germans not to buy from Jews
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Anti-Jewish laws

Antisemitism was a key part of Nazi
ideology. While the Nazis saw various groups
as enemies and threats (see page 30),

they wrongly believed Jewish people were
particularly dangerous. This was because, in
their racist and troubling worldview, the Nazis
saw Jews as an inferior but very powerful
group who threatened the ‘Aryan race’.

They also made other false claims about the
number of Jewish people in Germany and
their influence. From the racist perspective
of the Nazis, this presented a ‘problem’. how
should Jewish people be treated?

For much of the 1930s, the Nazis concentrated
on excluding Jewish people from areas of
German society. They did so by passing
hundreds of anti-Jewish laws. In September
1935, this persecution took a new turn with the
Nuremberg Laws. Now the Nazis said Jewish
people were defined by their blood and could
not therefore be German citizens.

Activity

Select the five laws from Figure 3.2 that
you think were the most significant.
Write a few sentences explaining

your choices.

To help you with your explanation
consider what was taken away by these
laws, what Jewish people would no
longer be able to do and how this might
have impacted upon their lives.

35

g

January 5 Jews are unable to change their names.
April 22 Jewish-owned businesses are forbidden from
changing their names.

April 26 Any Jewish person with property of value has
to report it.

July 11 Jews are banned from health spas.

August 17 Jews with ‘non-Jewish’ first names have to
adopt an additional name: ‘Israel’ for men and 'Sara’

AL 7L el Peopis e
jobs are dismissed, e
April 7 Jews are forbidd
profession,

April 25 The number of Jewish chi i
Al 1sh children allowed in

April 25 Jews are not all
clubs.

July 14‘ Jews in Germany who were born in other
countries are no longer German citizens.

October 4 Jews are banned from being editors of
newspapers. .

en from entering the legal

owed to be members of sports

May 21 Jewish officers are expelled from the army.
September 15 Nuremberg Laws: German Jews are no
longer German citizens. Jewish people are also not
allowed to marry or have sex with non-Jews.
November 15 A Jew is defined as anyone with three

grandparents who were born into a religious Jewish
community.

' April 3 Jews are no longer allowed to be vets.

. October 15 Jewish teachers are banned from schools.
April 9 The Mayor of Berlin orders schools not to admit
Jewish children until further notice.

for women.

October 3 Law passed which begins taking property
owned by Jews and giving it to non-Jews.

October 5 Jews have to hand in their old passports,
which only become valid after being stamped with the
letter ‘).

November 12 Jews are not allowed to own businesses,
or to sell goods or services.

November 15 All Jewish children are expelled from
schools.

November 29 Jews are forbidden to keep carrier
pigeons.

December 3 Jews have their driving licences removed.
December 4 Jews are not allowed in cinemas or
theatres.

February 21 Jews are required to hand over to the
government gold, silver, diamonds and other valuables,
without compensation. ! 3

April 30 Local authorities are given power to evict Jews
from rented houses or flats. : ;
August 1 Jews are forbidden from buying lottery tickets.

Figure 3.2 A selection of anti-Jewish
laws passed, 1933-39.
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Living under the Nazis

Al of the anti-Jewish laws passed by the
government impacted people in real ways.
Some of the laws affected Jewish people
€conomically - that is, their ability to earn
money. Other laws stopped Jewish people
from living as other people did, restricting
their freedoms. All of the laws helped to
create an atmosphere of prejudice which
spread across German society. Increasingly,
Jewish people were treated — and made to
feel — like they were ‘different’ from their non-

Jewish neighbours.

Anti-Jewish propaganda — such as posters,
newspapers, radio broadcasts and public
speeches — helped spread messages of hate.
Some non-Jewish Germans followed the lead
and became hostile towards Jews. Others
ignored it, or chose to accept it despite not
agreeing with it. A few tried to work against
growing antisemitism by offering support or
help to the Jewish people they knew.

‘Jews are not welcome here’

By the mid-1930s, new road signs began to
appear in many towns and villages across
Germany. Though the wording was different,
the message was always the same: Jews are
not welcome. Importantly, there was no law
requiring these signs to be put up. Instead,
local people in these places had chosen to
do so.

Juden
hier in Gifdesheipy |
_unecwiinfd! |

S

> e o e

, / %
Figure 3.3 ‘Jews here in Hildesheim UNWant
— sign outside Hildesheim, Lowzr Sax:.?

Source 3.1

My sister and | used to slink by those huge b =5
that were all over the city. And we usedtoju
not to see them, thinking if we didn’t see the g
weren't there. But they were there. That jus' &y

little, that really took over.
From the testimony of Ge GEN

Antisemitic prejudice was not limited 2
signs. It could be found in various oth:
areas of German society too — from sc
textbooks to public parks; from board ¢
to swimming pools.

Source 3.2

| was the only Jew in the school. They taught Us
‘race theory’ every morning. Although | asked to ¢
excused from these lessons, they wouldn't let mé

Instead | got ten lashes.

oo Al
From the testimony of Uri Ben*
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Source 3.3

released in 1938. Based in a city, players race to round
up the Jews and remove them beyond the city walls.

An unnamed woman sits on a public bench
marked ‘Only for Jews’, Austria, March 1938.

Activities

Study the sources in the section ‘Jews are not welcome here'.
1 Describe the different forms of antisemitic discrimination th
2 Explain how each might have affected German citizens, bo

Source 3.5

e

. ~ *A
¥ —_—~
asus ‘v)',\‘ TS << -
T~ e - < =

P — S

o

‘1 - — - :,a

,Die Taufe hat aus i teinen Nidtjuder gemadyt.. .~

A page from an antisemitic book called ‘Trust no fox in
the green meadow, and no Jew on his oath’. Written by
a young schoolteacher and published in 1936, 100,000
copies of the book went to German schools. In it, Jews
were falsely presented as being untrustworthy. Here,
in an antisemitic caricature, a Jew has been baptised
by a Christian vicar, but at the bottom of the page

are the words ‘Baptism didn’t make him into a non-
Jew ...’ This was an important Nazi belief: that it
didn’t matter what Jewish people believed — according
to their ‘blood’, they would always be Jewish.

at you can identify.
th Jews and non-Jews.
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Emigration

As the 1930s went on, it became clear that
the Nazis would be in power for a while. Even
S0, although some Jewish people decided

to emigrate to other countries, the majority
stayed. Why didn’'t more Jews just leave?

Thousands of people did manage to emigrate.
Typically, these people were young and had
financial resources. Having money was an
important factor: if a Jewish person emigrated,
they had to pay a special exit tax on leaving

Activity

the country and surrender their POSsesgjq.
for which they received a very small feg. B;:
money did not guarantee escape. ‘

Few countries were willing to accept Je, sk
immigrants. Some worried that accepting
immigrants might increase competition f,,
jobs and make people angry. Many unfzi: y
believed that if they let Jewish people in U;gf
antisemitism in their country would increzs

~
.

Deciding to emigrate was not easy. And, of should do? Discuss the dilemmas facin-
course, in the 1930s no one could possibly  this family with another student. Decids
know or predict that persecution would turn what you think they should do. Write 2
paragraph explaining your decision.

into mass murder. Look at the illustration
below. What do you think this family

We only speak German. It
would be difficult to find
a job in another country.

more and more

Our children are
regularly picked on
by their teachers
and classmates.

We are getting ill
with worry about
the future.

l'am a German and |
love Germany, | refuse
to leave my country.

re_latives and friends to
live, | don't like that.

| have been beaten
up several times for no
reason. This is happening

If we left, we would have
to depend on the help of

Recently we've
been told we have to

change our names.
Why should we?

| don't consider myse!-
Jewish. But the governm
does. What's the poin-
in staying?

L still hope

have a lot of things in What coun
savings. G;::g:gt:r"" will let us

Some of our relatives
feel too old to leave.
What will happen to
them if we go?

| used to work for
the government,

but | lost my job for
being ‘Jewish'.
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dibyithe creation of ‘Greater G

3.2 How were Jews affected by the
creation of ‘Greater Germany’?

The Nazis came to power promising to build in a ‘Greater Germany’. For the Nazis, this
a bigger and stronger Germany. Like many Greater Germany would be a national, People’s
Germans, the Nazis believed Germany Community (Volksgemeinschaft) — a society
had been treated unfairly at the end of the organised around ideas of ‘race’ (see page 21).
First World War. They wanted to reclaim Importantly, the Nazis did not believe Jewish
land they felt was Germany's and bring all people — among others — could or should be
German-speaking people together to live part of this new Germany.
d
4 |
LATVIA A
North DENMA B;’ég'c —\\—
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s
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PRUSSIA

SOVIET
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Warsaw
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Events in 1938-39

By the late 1930s, the Nazi government felt part of Germany. Each time Germany's
strong enough to act aggressively towards borders expanded, more Jewish people fell
other countries. From March 1938, first Austria  under Nazi control.

and then areas of Czechoslovakia became

A

Figure 3.4 The expansion of Germany from 1933 to 1939.
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The Anschluss

On 12 March 1938, the German army entered
Austria. Most Austrians welcomed them. The
people of Austria were asked if they wanted
to become part of Germany. The vast majority
did, so Austria officially became part of
Germany. This was called the Anschluss.

At this time 180,000 Jews were living in Austria.

Immediately Jewish people were targeted by
both Nazis and Austrians. All of the anti-Jewish
laws that had been introduced in Germany
since 1933 were quickly applied in Austria.

But the Nazis did not stop there. The new
government took control of shops, businesses
and factories owned by Jewish people.
Meanwhile, Jewish men, women and children
were frequently attacked, had their property
stolen, and were forced to do humiliating things

the

» Jey the
streets in Vienna after the Anschlyss,

Fiqure 3.5 Supervised by members of
Hitler Youth, Jews are forced to scrup

40

such as scrub the streets or eat grasg from
park. By August, the Nazis took steps t, ty
and make it quicker for Jewish people Whe
wanted to emigrate to leave the country,

Activity

Study Figures 3.5, 3.6 and 3.7, Whai
these photographs tell us about Jg,
persecution in 19387 B

Kristallnacht

Following the Anschluss, violence ageir
Jewish people became more frequent -
Greater Germany. Meanwhile, the gove
tried new ways to take money, propert:
business from Jews.

After a speech by Josef Goebbels (ses
page 23), members of the Nazi party, i
SA and the SS led a wave of brutal vioi =
against Jewish people and their homes 21z
businesses which lasted throughout the nig:

of 9 November 1938 and into the following da

Germans soon called this November pogrom
Kristallnacht — the ‘night of crystal’, or broken
glass. Many people took part in the violence,
but the government played a critical role.

The police were ordered not to interfere as
thousands of shops, synagogues and homes
across Greater Germany were destroyed or
damaged. The Nazi government forced Jewisl

communities to pay for all the damage that
had occurred,
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B 3.2 How were Jews affected by the creation of ‘Greater Germany'?

skl s

Meanwhile, nearly 100 Jewish people were

killed. Around 30,000 Jewish men were Think about

arrested and put in concentration camps. Z\éh: t’S:gh‘ h'S‘f’"'ta”SrdeSCfibe Kristallnacht
NING point in t i :

There they faced assault and torture, and P 16 Nazi persecution of

Germany’s Jews? How was Kristallnacht different
from the ways in which Germany’s Jews were
discriminated against before 19387

were only released if they promised to leave
Germany.

PRSI . [——

Figuré 36 Jéwish-bwned businesses Figure 3.7 Residents in Graz, Austria,
damaged during Kristallnacht. watch as a Jewish synagogue burns.

Source 3.6 , Any hope Jewish people may have had that
We came [back] to our home and there wasn’t a chair

My aunt and | swept things might get better were crushed by
for my grandmother to siton ... My aun i
up thz glass, tried to put some order. My grandparents the events of 1938. Hundreds of thousa

did go next door. The Christian family opened their desperately looked for ways to. get out q‘

door and took them in and gave them breakfast. Greater Germany. However, this was still very
From the testimony of Marga Randall difficult to do.

Source 3.7 .

When | looked out of the window eight to ten men Activity N

[SA] were standing, heavily armed with axes, How do Sources 3.6 and 3.7 descri

hatchets, daggers and revolvers ... The mob arrived
after the SA, then the school children; each party

destroyed and stole yet more.
A Jewish pusinessman reme

the responses of ordinary .German ]
people to the events of Kristallnacht

mbers Kristallnacht

41
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Figure 3.8 Roll call at the Buchenwald concentration camp for new!. ,,
prisoners, mostly Jews, arrested during Kristallnacht; Germz:

The Evian conference

In July 1938, officials from 32 countries —
including Britain and the United States ~ met
in Evian, France. They discussed ways to help
the thousands of Jewish people trying to leave
Germany. They all criticised the actions of the
Nazis and expressed their sympathy for the
Jews. However, apart from the Dominican
Republic, no one was willing to remove
restrictions on how many Jewish people they
would allow into their country. Think about
War and other human atrocities often create

One example of rescue was the
Kindertransport (see page 82). The last
Kindertransport left Berlin on 1 Septer
1939 - the day Germany invaded Polar
days later, Britain and France declarea
Most countries closed their borders cor -2
during the war — those Jews still left in Gez=
Germany now had no chance to escape.

After Kristallnacht, some attempts were made
to rescue Jews. However, despite being

refugees — people who are forced 10 leave theits
' ir i nsibility

shocked by the violence of 19 . homes for fear of their lives. What respo

g 38, the world did does the international community have to refugees?

little more to help the Jews of Germany.

Centi ,:; Now you have studied this unit, check your knowledge here:
erey  Www.ucl.ac.uk/holocaust-education -/
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Develop knowledge and understandihg” - 'J

To deepen your knowledge and challenge common misunderstandings, you will learn: \

e That Jewish people had different experiences in different parts of occupied Europe.

e What ghettos were, why they were created, and what conditions were like in them.

e About how and why Germany invaded the Soviet Union and the brutal nature of war in
the East.

e About how most Jewish people were killed in Eastern Europe from the start of 1942 to
the middle of 1943.

e About who the Einsatzgruppen were and how they were involved in the murder of
around 2.2 million Jewish people.

o Why the Nazis created death camps, where these were located, and how European
Jews were murdered in them.

e That people all across Europe knew that Jews were being murdered.

e About when and how the Holocaust ended.

Think historically

..
=

z Discuss E 8

Significance How do you
Extend the timeline you drew in the previous unit, up 1o . explain the different
the end of the Second World War in 1945. Mark on your | experiences of |
timeline important moments in the persecution and | Jewish people
murder of Europe’s Jews between 1939 and 1945. Explain | | duringthe

Holocaust? :
| o Was the Holocaust
asingle eventor |
was it a process?

your reasons for choosing the events you select.
When your timeline is complete, use it to answer the

following questions:
e What changed in the way Jewish people were treated?

S

Which events caused these changes?
e How important was the invasion of the Soviet Union?

The BIG question:
How and why did the Holocaust happen?
u are studying Unit 4, what

| ook back at the notes you have previously written. As YO
ut this big question?

new information, ideas or understanding do you have abo

43
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UNIT 4

Europe's Jews in the Second World War

4.1 What happened to the Jews of Eu;()pe
at the beginning of the war (1939-41)’

the east by the Soviet Union, which invaded
on 17 October. In the nine months after the
invasion of Poland in September 1939,

On 1 September 1939, a week after signing
a neutrality agreement with the Soviet
Union, Nazi Germany invaded Poland. Two

days later, Britain and France declared war German army rapif:ily ccénquered much of

on Germany. However, within a matter of Western and Northern Europe.

weeks Poland had been defeated —in the Everywhere the Nazis and their allies

west by the formidable German force, and in controlled, they discriminated against Jey,.

For example, Jews in many countries ha +-

Activity wear a star on their clothes, or an armbz:
Read the country case studies on that identified them as Jews. B.ut the trez- 5
page 45 and identify similarities and of the tJews was ”Ot.th% same 'f‘ all the
differences in the way Jews were countries under Nazi control or influence -
treated in different European countries. case studies on page 45 give examples 5,

Jews were treated in some of these coL

w

L-v—.'

Key
—— Greater Germany, Jun-
<@ Movement of German
Bl Greater Germany, 193-
. Axis powers

[] Countries occupied by -
powers, June 1941 i

[ Nazi collaborating regin s

Bl Allied powers and their
colonies

Y - Soviet Union and l

Soviet-occupied territories
[] Neutral nations

oo N ¥ ‘ Black Sea
Corfiga A Sy ; N
g ,
Mediterranean dinia : !

Sea

Atlantic
Ocean

ISIA.

~ »

Figure 4.1 German expansion, September 1939-June 194
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41 Whathappenedtoithe Jews of Europe at the beginning of the war (1939-41)2.

Netherlands

Defeated: May 1940

Jewish population: approx. 160,000
After its surrender, the Netherlands
was taken over by the SS. Jews

were fired from their jobs in the

civil service and businesses had to
register their assets. Jewish students
were expelled from schools and
universities. In January 1941, all Jews
had to register themselves as Jews.
In February 1941, several hundred
young Jews were arrested and sent to
concentration camps in Germany.

France

Defeated: June 1940

Jewish population: approx. 350,000

The German army occupied northern and western
France. In southern and eastern France, a (French)
government was set up that collaborated with the
Nazis (called the ‘Vichy government’). In March 1941,
Jewish property was taken away, leaving thousands
homeless. In the autumn, both zones of France
passed antisemitic laws, which were also applied

in France’s colonies in North Africa — Morocco and
Algeria. Jews were no longer allowed to work as
doctors, lawyers or teachers, or in industry and trade,

the civil service or the military.

Denmark

Defeated: April 1940

Jewish population: approx. 7,500
The Nazis allowed the Danish
government to continue to rule the
country, as they saw Danish people as
‘fellow Aryans’. The Danes protected
their Jewish citizens. Throughout this
period Jewish people in Denmark
typically continued to live as they did
before German occupation.

Romania

Joined the Axis powers: November 1940

Jewish population: approx. 600,000

In September 1940, a group of military officers
and a fascist movement, the Iron Guard, seized
power in Romania and joined the war. The
government introduced antisemitic measures and
took away Jewish property. Some Iron Guard
members attacked Jews in the streets, robbing and
sometimes killing them. In January 1941, dozens of
Jewish civilians were murdered in Bucharest.

LA

Germany
Jewish population: approx. 243,000

When the war started, the majority

of German Jews had their jobs

taken away. Jews were given a strict
curfew and were not allowed to enter
certain parts of many cities. They
were also given reduced food rations
and were only allowed to buy supplies
from specific shops at specific times.

Hungary

Joined the Axis powers: November 1940

Jewish population: approx. 825,000

Between 1938 and 1941 the government passed
laws against the Jews. Jews and non-Jews
couldn’t marry, and Jews were excluded from
various jobs. In 1939, a forced-labour service was
created for male Jews. Once Hungary joined the
Axis powers, the labourers were sent to help the
war effort. At least 27,000 subsequently died.

R

Due to the movement of peop!
The figures here aré estimates

e and borders during this period,
based on information from the United State

it is difficult to know precise population figures.
s Holocaust Memorial Museum.
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4.2 What were ghettos and
why were they created?

In September 1939, the German army attacked
Poland and the Second World War started
Soon after the German army invaded Poland
from the west, the Soviet army invaded the
country from the east. This was a devastating
attack and many hundreds of thousands of
Polish people suffered and died. Very soon,
Germany and the Soviet Union conquered all

there were approximately 2 million Jews, |y thc;
racist view of the world, the Nazis regarde tr
large number of Polish Jews as a big Drobler
During a time of war, the Germans saw Jey ,
as an even bigger threat to their security ang

so they wanted to control them. The Nazis 5.,
had the false belief that Jews spread disezse ‘
and should therefore be separated from otz

of Poland and divided it up between them. To try to deal with what the Nazis saw as =

Nazi-occupied Poland was named the ‘General
Government’. Within the General Government,

- ————

w5

' a4 iV e EPE TS b

a

Figure 4.2 Jews line u
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p to move into the Warsaw ghetto. They were per
to take only what they could carry (November
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Jewish ‘problem’” in occupied Poland, Heyz-
ordered that Jews should be moved fo ce-=-
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areas of towns and cities which would become
ghettos. Entire communities were uprooted
and shtetls devastated. Ghettos were sealed
off from the rest of the world and the Jewish
people inside could not leave or contact
people outside.

Later, as the Nazis invaded and occupied other
countries in the east of Europe, thousands
more ghettos were created. Ghettos were
considered to be a temporary solution to

what the Nazis saw as the Jewish ‘problem’.
At that point, the Nazis wanted to remove the
Jews from Europe but were not sure how.

GREATER
GERMANY *

) SERBIA (T

ALBANIA

Figur

4,
2'What were ghettos and why were they created?

e 4.3 Examples of ghettos in occupi

Moving them to the island of Madagascar
(off the south-east Coast of Africa) was one
of the options they were considering. The
Madagascar plan was not new; it was first
proposed in 1933,

Activities

T Why did the Nazis create ghettos
when they invaded Poland?

2 Why were ghettos a ‘temporary

solution™? What was the Nazis’ plan
for the Jews at this point in the war?

-
iXRiga
g g .
: X X X
& gVilnius .
D o O Minsk 5 sowvier

UNION

et

Key
X Jewish ghettos

- Greater Germany
- Axis powers l
[:] Countries occupied
- Allied powers

|::| Neutral nations

- -+ Extent of German
expansion in the
second World War

y =

-

ed Europe during the Second World War.
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UNIT 4

The Warsaw ghetto

The largest ghetto in Nazi-occupied Europe
was in Warsaw, Poland. It was in a very small
part of the city — only a few streets — but
around 460,000 Jews were violently moved
from their homes and forced to live there.

Activity

The Warsaw ghetto was created in
October 1940. In January 1941, 898
Jewish people died there. By August
1941, the number of deaths had
increased to 5,560. Look at the images
and sources on this page. Why do

you think the death rate in the Warsaw
ghetto increased so dramatically?

Figure 4.4 Starving children in the Warsaw ghetto

E“’QPé'S Jews in the Second World War

Source 4.1
The overcrowding in the ghetto was so catastrop;,
that on average seven to nine people shared
each room, which meant that people were living
with strangers.
Sheryl Silver OChayon
Holocaust eduycat,

Source 4.2
From all around | hear voices calling out for bread, A
tiny child, shivering all over, holds out his skinny hang
and begs. His mother has died of hunger and the
Germans have snatched his father for labour. And he=
is a poor woman whose clothes are torn and ragged.
bloated with hunger, lying as if dead in the stregt. |
can’t look at her and | turn my head away ... These
the pictures that | see in the street every day.

From the diary of Pepa Bergman, age-

Figure 4.5 German soldiers transporting Jews
from the ghetto for forced labour. Forced labourers
worked long hours in very difficult conditions:
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~ 4.2 What were ghettos and/why Wefe they created?

Jewish councils

In the ghettos, the Germans ordered the
creation of Jewish councils (Juderdte). The
councils were committees of important Jewish
men. They had to ‘run’ the ghetto and carry
out Nazi orders. They were also responsible
for organising life in the ghetto. For example,
they distributed food rations, medicines and
other supplies, and they organised housing.
Jewish councils were helped by the Jewish
police force, whose job was to keep order in
ghettos. The Jewish councils and police faced

impossible dilemmas.

The Nazis used Jewish councils as a way of

better controlling the population in the ghettos.

In this way, they did not have to use many

Adam Czerniakow

Adam Czerniakow was the chairman of
the Warsaw ghetto Jewish Council. His
work included providing food, work,
sanitation, housing and health services
to the inhabitants of the ghetto. He
co-operated with the Nazis and tried

to keep them out of ghetto affairs as
much as possible. He believed that this
way more lives would be saved. Later
on in the war, when the Nazis started

to operate the death camps (see page
57), Czerniakow was ordered to round
up Jews for ‘resettlement’ to the East.
Czerniakow — who knew that this meant
death — refused to do it and took his
own life. It is said that he left a note to
[ kill the children of my people with my own

his wife explaining his actio
hands. There is nothing for me

resources to police the Jews, as the councils
did this work for them. What’s more, the

existence of Jewish councils gave the ghetto
population a false sense of control over their

own fate.

Activity

Research Chaim Rumkowski, the
Jewish council leader of the rédz
ghetto. What are the similarities and
differences between Czerniakow
and Rumkowski? Leaders of Jewish
councils have been figures of
controversy. Why might this be?

4—_——‘#

e e

-

ouncil in a meeting.

The Warsaw ghetto Jewish G
m the left.

Adam Czerniakow is sitting third fro

ns: ‘They aré demanding that
to do but to die.’

L *
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E“"OlJt%’s Jews in the Second World War

4.3 What was the ‘Holocaust by bullets’?

When the Second World War began, Germany ~ On Sunday 22 June 1941, Germany broke "
and the Soviet Union were unlikely allies. neutrality agreement and invaded the Sovigy e
Although they saw the world in opposite ways, Union. The invasion was called Operatio
they invaded Poland together - splitting the Barbarossa. On the 12 July 1941, the Sovgy
country in two. For the Nazis though, the Union and Britain announced an alliance
alliance was only temporary: they still wanted to  against Germany and the Axis powerg
Seize control of large parts of the Soviet Union

for ‘living space’. And they still believed the A rac ' a, war
people of the Soviet Union were ‘sub-human’.

The Nazis thought that most of the peope
lived in the Soviet Union, the Slavs, were 2,
inferior, ‘sub-human race’ of people. This iz
the Nazis to believe the normal rules of -
not apply. The war against the Soviet Uni--
would serve two purposes.
1 It would allow the Nazis to gain land =
resources, such as food and ail.

2 [t would destroy communism, which -
Nazis wrongly believed was led by J-

Operation Barbarossa was particularly -
with millions of civilians killed. Thousan:
Roma and Sinti were also murdered in =~ 3

Figure 4.6 German troops occupy a burning
Russian village, summer 1941, shootings.

0 rde rs to murder A few weeks later, Heydrich sent instruc: =
for the Einsatzgruppen to execute any

On 6 June 1941, the Chief of the Security communist politicians and all Jews employed

Police, Reinhard Heydrich, issued a special by the Communist Party or government.

order to the German army. Anyone who was
believed to be a communist official, or who
worked for the Soviet government, was either
to be shot or handed over to special units
called Einsatzgruppen.

The Einsatzgruppen took Heydrich's
instructions as an order to murder all Jewish
men. Very quickly, however, women and
children were targeted too and by mid-August
were also being murdered.
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4.3 What was the ‘Holocaust by'bullets*?

The ‘Holocaust by bullets’

By the summer of 1942, a new method for
murder was being used in German-occupied
Poland: death camps (see Chapter 4.4). But in

the Soviet Union the Einsatzgruppen continued

to kill people close to their homes, face-to-face,

for the next two years.
By 1944, itis estimated they had murdered

around 2,200,000 people. This policy of mass

shooting has been called the ‘Holocaust

by bullets’.
| FACTS AND STATISTICS
The Einsatzgruppen

® There were four Einsatzgruppen — A, B;

C and D.
@ Their main function in the Soviet Union
was to murder Jewish men, women

and children:

® In any one Eins
between 60020
men were then sp

groups:

® They were made u
armed SS force ca
and from the German Sec

ped by thousands of

bly.as manyasa guarter

e, This included the

erman police units, and

g in'Eastern Europe:

atzgruppe there were
d 1,000 men. These

lit'into smaller

p of men from. an
led the Waffen SS,

® They were hel
others = possl
of a million PEOP.
German army, G
local people livin

Activities

1 Why was the invasion of the Soviet
Union particularly brutal?

2 Revisit Chapters 4.1 and 4.2. What
were the similarities and differences
in the experiences of Jews living in
the East of Europe and Jews living
in the West of Europe? Where were
Jews in most danger between 1939

and 19417

Urity services:

@ Fipsatzgruppen

51

® They encouraged

® The Einsatzgrup

A, B and G were

attached to an army group and worked
across the Soviet Union. Einsatzgruppe

P went to the south of Ukraine-

® They submitted regular reports to

Heydrich:
local people to

act violently towards their Jewish

neighbours.
pen murdered in twWo
st was from June 1941

isweeps: Thefir
Around 500,000

to the winter of 1941.
peoplewere murdered in this time. The

second began in spring 1942 and ran
untilithe summer. puring the second
isweep’; thousands of non-military
German policemen were sent io
support the Einsatzgruppen:
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The process of murder tended to follow a standard pattern:
insatzgruppen surrounded the

R ’ the E
On arriving in a town or village, Jews Memnl:ﬁrf/i(l)l; ge, preventing escape. As Jews
were ordered to assemble in a particular t‘;‘%ere d at the assembly point, houses were
place, at a given time, on a give_n date. sgearched to ensure no oneé was hiding. Jews woy|q
They were told to bring possessions and be taken in groups to a site on the edge of the
clothes. f necessay the local TV LU0+ | gown or vilage = e eyl
ed for a list o
or village. l
L ] At the site, Jews weré forced to undres;
' Id to stand by or lie SOV ir possessions. Any
; iﬁwl:h r?;og:ep‘;:e'rr?\:; were then shot by a firing anfd hs”‘ig‘ézr::alog d be Killed nyone
Sqﬁa:fWhe" the trench or pit was full of bodies, i l irr?mlfe'dgxtely. The Jewish people would
was filled in with earth. The Vi E72 (e then be taken to a trench or a pit.

~ were taken away oOf sold to local -people. :
e Figure 4.7 How the Einsatzgruppen operztz4

) Key

Allinn Py cinsatzgruppe A —=~- Furthest advancs
990 men of German army

) S
ESTON ;’/,0 363,337 victims SOVIET - 11 Y
: 1 AD Nével % i : INIO [ Major killing sitz:
: W 4640 ., 0 fvicie
Liepaia 0 Lo | L 1, Number of vict
SWEDEN 5,000 Sedmed I Axis powers
Einsatzgruppe B D Countries occuc

3

665 men

4 & A

: 134,000 victims

[J Borissov.  [] PotdAgg

e 6500 1800

| Minsk > n _

@ Kursk Einsatzgruppe C

l :B'a'ysw"x [ Gomel 4 N 700 men
® %,'\'-: b 2,500 7 , Kha‘!'kovv d 118,341 victims
Lods" | Warsaw 0 7 ﬂl(iev;‘. - e ~D\.tharkov A8
GREATER GENERAL peswsiEiii e Xy 12,000
LIV GOVERNMENT,, 2,000 g S v 9 R‘ ?5
| o Krakow” g Lvov B;;;;/?r “;’;%0‘3:? Magiggg)ol %
2 4 s Stavropol .

R e N Loy D'—/f—'\,‘ R‘Oftov U’ 3.800

0 T | -
| X« .
| L N

\\(:\4., Einsatzgruppe D HE
600 men s

2 ¢

3 victims

Sebastopol
Black Sea

-

Figure 4.8
i periodT:: :(::ttilo_;ls of the Einsatzgruppen from June 1941-December 1942 — its most
shown in orange l‘\llll y.dThe total number killed by each Einsatzgruppe during this time
- nurder continued until 1944, with hundreds of thousands more killed.

b 5T R T Ro
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4.3 What was the ‘Holocaust by bullets’?

Babi Yar - A case study

Dina Pronicheva was born in
1911 into a poor Jewish family
living in Kiev, in modern-day
Ukraine. After marrying a
non-Jewish Russian named
Viktor, she had two children.
Dina worked in Kiev's Puppet
Theatre for children.

When war broke out between
Nazi Germany and the Soviet
Union, Viktor left to join the
Soviet army. Dina stayed in Kiev
with her two young children,
her parents and her sister. On
19 September 1941, the Germans arrived in
the city. Nine days later, Dina saw posters
ordering all Jews to report the next day. They
were to bring their documents, possessions
and warm clothes. Anyone who failed to
report would be shot. People thought they
were being moved somewhere else.

On 29 September, Dina dropped her
children off with her mother-in-law. She
wanted to go with her parents and sister to
the assembly point to see them off. Once
there, however, she was caught up in the
crowd of thousands of people who were
walking towards a ravine on the outskirts of
the city, known as Babi Yar.

Ahead of me a woman with two
children in her arms walked along,
while the third clung to her apron
strings. The sick women and elderly

people were taken
by carts, on which
bags and suitcases
were piled up. Small
children were crying.

Dina Pronicheva

When she arrived at the
site, Dina tried to use the
Russian surname on her
passport to claim she was
not Jewish. Although she
was believed at first, Dina
was later marched to the
edge of the mass grave.
As the shooting began, Dina threw herself
into the pit and pretended to be dead. Then,
while the Germans checked for survivors,
she crawled out of the grave and escaped.
Dina was one of the very few who managed
to survive.

Dina Pronicheva

| saw a young woman, completely
naked, nursing her naked baby when a
policeman came running up to her, tore
the baby from her breast, and threw

it into the pit alive. The mother rushed
there after her baby. The [policeman]
shot her and she fell down dead ...

Dina Pronicheva

Across two days, members of Einsatzgruppe
C murdered 33,771 Jewish men, women and
children at Babi Yar. It was one of the largest
single acts of murder during the Holocaust.

Think about

What do we learn about the ‘Holocaust by
bullets’ from the events at Babi Yar?
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Figure 4.9 The perp
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Johannes Hahle

Johannes was a photographer who joined
the Nazi party in 1932 when he was 26. In
1941, after being drafted into the armed
forces, he was attached to the army
invading the Soviet Union. His job was to
take propaganda photographs. But he
also took other photographs, with a colour
film, that he kept private. When he arrived
in Kiev, he took 29 colour photographs
from Babi Yar, including Figure 4.9.
Johannes died in 1944. He never showed
anyone the photographs from Babi Yar,
and his wife inherited them. She sold
black and white copies of them to a
journalist in the 1950s.

~£2

étrators at Babi Yar root through the possessions of the victims, 1 Octot:

be G e

Activity
Reuvisit the previous chapters in

this unit. How was the ‘Holocaust
by bullets’ different from what had

happened before?

Think about

What are your views on the actions of
Johannes and his wife?

M
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4.4 What was the 'Final Solution’?

4.4 What was the ‘Fina| Solution’?

For the Nazis, victory in Eastern Europe would
create an opportunity for them to ‘solve’ things
that they wrongly believed were problems. In
the Nazis’ racist worldview, one of the main
‘problems’ was what to do with the Jewish

Murder moves westwards

people who were under their control. However,
even among Nazis there were different views
over what to do. All believed a ‘final solution’ to
the Jewish ‘problem’ was needed.

Herbert Lange

Herbert Lange was a
policeman who joined
the Nazi Party in 1932
and the SS in 1933. In
1939-40, Lange was in
charge of a group that
murdered people who
were classified by the Nazis as ‘disabled’
in the Warthegau — an area of German-
occupied Poland. The group came up
with the idea of gassing these people in
converted vans.

Activities

1 Why did Greiser decide to murder
Jews in the Warthegau?

2 What can we learn about the
decision-making process behind

the Holocaust from the events in
the Warthegau?

55

Arthur Greiser

Arthur Greiser was
governor of the
Warthegau. Greiser
wanted to make
the Warthegau free
of Jews, most of
whom were now
living in ghettos. He
tried and failed to
do this by moving Jews into other parts
of German-occupied Poland. Eventually,
he decided to achieve his goal through
murder.

In the summer of 1941, once Hitler and
Himmler had given their permission,
Greiser and his officials began drawing

up plans. Mass shootings began in
September, but a new method of killing
was introduced. In 1939 and 1940, gas
vans had been used to kil thousands who
were classified by the Nazis as ‘disabled’ in
Germany and German-occupied Poland. It
was decided this would be the best way to
make the Warthegau ‘free’ from Jews.
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Figure 4.10 View of the village of Chelmng,
In the autumn of 1941, Herbert Lange was taken sometime between 1939 and 1943, Th,
mansion is visible on the left of the photogr=34

given the job of killing those Jews in the noxt to the church and s oy
Warthegau who could not be used as slave
labour. He chose Chelmno, a small village of
around 250 people, as the site for a new camp
(see Figure 4.10) based in a mansion in the
middle of the village. On 8 December, a group
of nearby Jews were rounded up and driven

to the mansion. They were told they were
being sent for work, but needed to shower.
They undressed, left their valuables and were
then guided into the back of a van. The doors
closed and gassing began. After around ten
minutes, the van drove to a forest where the
bodies were buried or burnt.

Small groups of men were kept alive to do
work, including taking victims to the gas
vans, cleaning the vans and sorting through
possessions. When not working, they would

be kept locked in a room in the basement (see Figure 4.11 A mup 6}‘Jeish men, likely to b¢ |

I;lgure 41), Peri'odically, these men would members of a labour squad, at the mansion it
themselves be killed. Chelmno, sometime betwe,en 1941 and 1943
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By the time the Germans left Chelmno in
January 1945, at least 172,000 Jewish people

had been killed there. Many came from the
t0dz ghetto.

Simon Srebrnik

Simon was
deported to
Chelmno from
the £6dz ghetto
when he was 13
years old. He
was put in chains
and selected to
sort clothes and

valuables, burn bodies and take the ashes
of victims in a boat and dump them down
river. Simon was well known by people
living in Chelmno. In January 1945, he
managed to escape.

The death camps

Chelmno was the first death camp in history. Its
sole purpose was to murder. Even those who
were kept alive for slave labour would be killed
eventually. This was the underlying idea of a
death camp. No one was meant to survive.

Chelmno began because of the ambitions

of Arthur Greiser. But by the time Chelmno
opened, the idea of murdering Jews was
widely accepted among the Nazi leadership.
We do not know when exactly, and no
written order exists, but by the winter of 1941,
decisions had been made to co-ordinate the
kiling already taking place in the Warthegau

4.4 What was the ‘Final Solution'?

Activities
1 Who developed the method of mass
murder used at Chelmno?

2 How was the murder of Jews at

Chelmno connected to the murder of
another victim group?

Source 4.3

There were many handbags, a mountain of

handbags. Once, | found a handbag with my mother's
pictures and all her documents.

From the testimony of Simon Srebrnik

Think about

Do you think that the people of Chelmno knew
what was happening at the death camp?

and the Soviet Union and to include Jews living
in Western Europe.

In 1942, other death camps opened in
German-occupied Poland (see Figure 4.12).
Located close to major train routes to make
them accessible, these camps were often

in quite remote areas. However, those who
lived nearby knew what happened there and
rumours soon spread across Europe.

Like Chelmno, murder was by gas, but not in
vans: instead, people were killed in specially
built chambers either by the fumes of engines
or — as at Auschwitz-Birkenau — by poison gas.
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Figure 4.12 Spaces of Nazi persecution and murder.

The six main death camps in
Nazi-occupied Poland

4.4 What was the

‘Final Solution?

Chelmno

Operational: December 1941-March 1943/
April-July 1944

€. 172,000 victims

Belzec

Operational: March-December 1942
434,500 victims

Auschwitz-Birkenau

Operational: Spring 1942-January 1945
1,100,000 victims

Sobibor l

Operational: May 1942-November 1943
170,000-250,000 victims

Treblinka
Operational: July 1942-September 171"
870,000 victims

R

Majdanek
Operational: October 1942-Decer!
78,000 victims

Think about
Study Figure 41
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Europe's Jews in the Second World War

The Wannsee Conference

By the end of 1941, hundreds of thousands
Of Jewish people in Eastern Europe had been
killed. Murder had started to move westwards

(See page 55), while Nazi leaders were worried

that the war against the Soviet Union was
not going well. At some point in the last few
months of 1941, it was decided that the ‘Final
Solution’ to the Jewish problem’ was mass
murder. Genocide would now be pursued
across Europe.

On 20 January 1942, fifteen leading Nazis
and German officials met at a villa near
Berlin. The Wannsee Conference was a
meeting to discuss how different government
departments would work together to deport
Jewish people from across Europe and take
them to the death camps.

The meeting was led by Heydrich, who
emphasised that the SS would be in charge
and demanded everyone’s cooperation.

An intense wave of murder followed. Over the
next 12 months, millions were killed. In Nazi-

occupied Poland alone, for instance, 1.2 million

Jews were murdered in a programme
codenamed Operation Reinhard.

Activities
1 What was the purpose of the
Wannsee Conference?

2 What was different about death
camps, compared to the ‘Holocaust
by bullets’?

Think about

On 20 July 1944, Jewish people living on the
Greek islands of Rhodes and Kos were put on g
boat to the mainland. From there, they travelleq
for nearly two weeks by train to Auschwitz-
Birkenau. How many countries did these peoplg
pass through? What does this tell us about the
Nazi plan to destroy Jewish life across Europe?

Deportation

With the decision to murder as many Europez,
Jews as possible, a process of deportation
began. People living in ghettos started to be
sent to the death camps, where they were
to be joined by Jews from across Europe.
Transporting Jews from all corners of the
continent was a massive undertaking. With
local cooperation, Jews were rounded up,
placed on trucks, trains and boats, and ser
the camps in the East. The journeys were C
very long and conditions were appalling. M:
died during the journey.

Figure 4.13 Jews boarding a train to ¢
East at Westerbork, in the Netherlands
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4.4 What was the ‘Final Solution?

Auschwitz-Birkenau

Activity

What do you know about ‘Auschwitz'?
Work with a partner and compile a list
of all you know.

1940
The Nazis change the name of Oéwiecim in Poland to
' Auschwitz’.

The SS convert some existing army barracks into a
concentration camp for Polish political prisoners.

This becomes ‘Auschwitz I’ (the camp with the brick buildings

you can see today). w.‘:: o i z:,‘ X A

: 9 , Figure 4.14 §S photograph of cement being poured
New camps and sub-camps are built in and near the town, during the construction of Crematorium il at
each with a different purpose. One, intended for Soviet | Auschwitz-Birkenau, 1942-43.

prisoners of war, is called Auschwitz-Birkenau.
Building work begins in October 1941.
By early 1942, plans had changed; it was to become a death  The majority of Europe’s Jews were murdered

[ Gl B RS T TG 3 between March 1942 and February 1943.

In spring 1942, a farmhouse is converted to a gas chamber. Death malnly came at the hands of the

Y By summer, another larger gas chamber opens in another Einsatzgruppeén, from starvation and disease
former farmhouse. . hett b in the d ’[h B
4t In these buildings, thousands were killed by the Nazis and In gnetios, or by gas In the aea camps. by
" their collaborators t?ut they could not cope with the the summer of 1943, the deadliest place for
¥ number of people being sent to them. _ _ .
. 4 Jews in Europe was Treblinka. There, around
In February 1943 thousands of Roma are deporteg to 700,000 people had been murdered since
Auschwitz-Birkenau. They are placed in a so-called ‘Gypsy .
Family Camp’. Around 22,000 people are imprisoned here July 1942. In 1944, this changed when the
before it is closed in August 1943. Thousands die from .
e or are killed in the gas chambers. death camp at Auschwitz-Birkenau became
_ \ 4 the destination of the largest remaining Jewish
i‘ ﬁ - By March 1943, four new buildings open, each containing a community in Europe: the Jews of Hungary.

' gas chamber and crematoria ovens for burning bodies.

. By summer 1943, it was now possible for around 150,000
. people to be killed each month at Auschwitz-Birkenau.

Activity
Return to your list of things you know about ‘Auschwitz'. Do you need to revise any of
these ideas? What new information can you add?
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Case study: Hungary, 1944

In March 1944, Germany invaded Hungary
to §t0p it from making peace with the
Allied powers. Under Nazi pressure, a
New government took over and it was
Committed to deporting the Jews. Very
quickly, Hungarian Jews were put into
ghettos. In May, these began to be
emptied and Jewish men, women and
children were put on trains headed for
Auschwitz-Birkenau.

In a matter of six weeks, 430,000 people
had arrived at the death camp. The camp
struggled to cope. The gas chambers
and crematoria worked through the night.
Bodies were burned in the open. A new
railway spur was built so that trains could
take Jews directly to the gas chambers.

By the time the Soviet army liberated
Budapest in January 1945, around 565,000
Hungarian Jews had been murdered.

Activities

Look at the photograph taken

at Auschwitz-Birkenau in 1944

(Figure 4.15) and Eva’s diary entry.

1 What is the value of the photograph?
Why is it significant? What questions
does it raise?

2 Did Eva believe what she and her
grandparents were told about being
resettled? What does her diary reveal
about how much people knew and
understood in 19447

Figure 4.15 Bodies being
burnt in the open at
Auschwitz-Birkenau,
August 1944, This
photograph was taken in
secret by a Jewish man
forced to work in the gas
chamber. The camera
was smuggled into the
camp by the Polish
resistance movement.
The photograph is one
of the few we have of
the killing process at
Auschwitz-Birkenau.
The victims are believed
to be Hungarian Jews.

Eva Heymann

On 13 February 1944,
13-year-old Eva started
writing a diary. She was
living in Nagyvarad,
Hungary, with her
grandparents following
her parents’ divorce.

Her dream was to be a
newspaper photographer.
Eva and her grandparents were forced
into the city’s ghetto in April 1944. On 29
May, they were told they were going to be
‘resettled in the East’. Eva made her last
diary entry the next day:

‘... Dear diary, | don’t want to die; | want
to live even if it means that I'll be the only
person allowed here to stay [..] lcan't
write anymore, dear diary, the tears run
from my eyes’. 9
A few days later, Eva and her grandparents -
were taken to Auschwitz-Birkenau, where
they were murdered on 17 October 1944.
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| 45 When and how didthe Holocatistend?

4.5 When and how did the Holocaust end?

The Holocaust only ended with the defeat of
Nazi Germany. From the summer of 1944, the
wartime Allied powers, the Soviet Union in
the east and Britain and the USA in the west
and the south, forced the German army to
retreat after a series of defeats.

The death marches

As the German army retreated, those prisoners
still alive in the remaining camps began to

be moved away from the approaching Allied
forces to other concentration camps, work
camps and their sub camps inside Germany
and Austria. The Nazis wanted to make sure

Think about

What do Figure 4.16
and Source 4.5 on
the next page tell us
about what German
civilians knew and

how they treated
prisoners? Why
might some German
civilians have taken
such photographs
in secret?

Figure 4.16
photographed several

there were no witnesses to their crimes. Also,
they still wanted to use Jewish prisoners as
slave labour.

Prisoners were either forced to walk, often

for weeks at a time, or were herded into

tightly packed freight trains, made for goods
not people. There was no shelter and they
were given little, if any, food and water. Those
prisoners who could not keep up or who
tried to escape were shot. Conditions on
these forced marches were so terrible that
the prisoners themselves gave them the
name ‘death marches’. In total, approximately
250,000 prisoners, both Jews and non-Jews,
died as a result of the death marches.

Death march from Dachau. German civilians.secretly
death marches as they passed through their towns.

—

63

Scanned with CamScanner



UN i 5
T4 Europe’s Jews in the Second World War

Source 4.4

For nine days | had been walking completely barefoot
in the snow ... The transport commander selected
a_ll the bare-footed and put them in the carts with the
sick. Calmly he told us that we would be shot within
half an hour ... We were not shot ... We were put
into open cattle cars for three days and three nights

... On the way, 75 per cent of us were frozen.
From the testimony of Elisabeth Herz

Liberation

As they advanced towards Germany, the Allied
forces found victims of the death marches.
They also found death camps, concentration
camps and work camps. Soldiers were
horrified by what they found. Because of
starvation, disease and brutal treatment, the
few surviving prisoners were very close to
death. Evidence of mass murder and torture

was there for the world to see.

Source 4.5 :
The area was German, and the local Hitler Youth 1
groups threw stones at them [the prisoners] ... a5

they passed through the townships. The German
peasants refused to lodge them [the prisoners] in
stables. They are afraid of the Jewish devils’; the iy,
had to sleep in the field, in the snow. In Christianstag
ive us bread. But the womep
guards wouldn't permitit ... The brutal woman guarg

yelled: ‘What are you doing, pitying Jews?’
From the testimony of Aliza (Frunka) Besse,

German women tried 0 g

On 7 May 1945, the Germans surrendered to
the British and Americans. Two days later, on 3
May 1945, Germany surrendered to the Sovsis,
The Second World War in Europe was over. =or
the few prisoners left alive in the camps, th=
meant freedom and the chance of survivel.
for many, liberation came 100 late. Weak © 1
starvation, disease, torture and forced labc

liberated prisoners continued to die.

+

Treblinka

The Nazis had destroyed the death
camps at Treblinka, Sobibor and Belzec
in 1943, This was because they had
completed their task in murdering the
majority of Poland’s Jews. Soviet troops
reached the site of Treblinka during the
last week of July 1944. A farmhouse was
now built on the site and the ground was
ploughed. Despite the Nazis’ attempts

there, the Soviets found small pieces of
bone, human teeth and the belongings of

those murdered.

to hide the mass murder that took place @ Gl |
: ri* .

.k‘i“ $¢ A

A Soviet soldier (on the righf) stands next to evidence of | |
mass murder at the site of the Treblinka death camp:
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415 When and how did the Holocaustend?.

Auschwitz-Birkenau

Attempts to hide evidence of mass murder increased as
Germany began to lose the war and retreat. At the end of
October 1944, the gas chambers at Auschwitz-Birkenau
were closed, and in November Himmler ordered their
destruction. The chaos of this time meant that in some
places evidence wasn't destroyed and the ruins of gas ‘ .
chambers remained at some camps but not at others. On ¥ e T e"; atonu P o S
27 January 1945, the Soviets liberated Auschwitz-Birkenau |, -+ ayschwitz-Birkenau. The image shows
and the 7,000 prisoners who remained alive there. the entrance to the changing room.

Bergen-Belsen

On 15 April 1945, the British liberated Bergen-
Belsen concentration camp. Sixty thousand
emaciated and sick prisoners were in desperate
need of medical attention. More than 13,000
dead prisoners lay unburied around the camp,
victims of starvation, disease and Nazi brutality.
Roughly two-thirds of those found alive were
Jewish. Many of these were survivors of forced
death marches from death camps in the East,
especially Auschwitz-Birkenau.

kisses the hand of Army Film & Photographic Unit
cameraman Lieutenant Martyn Wilson on liberation.

Dachau
On 27 April 1945, as American troops approached the
area around Dachau concentration camp, 7,000 prisoners,
mostly Jews, were forced to begin a death march away
from the camp. Just two days later, on 29 April 1945, after
a brief battle with the remaining SS guards, the camp
was liberated by the Americans. They discovered 30,000 1A BRI _
survivors, most severely emaciated. There were also 9,000 QEaA TR eI
dead prisoners found at the camp. Prisoners liberated by the Americans
inside Dachau concentration camp.

Now you have studied this unit, check your knowledge here:
www.ucl.ac.uk/holocaust-education
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Develop knowledge and understanding
| To deepen your knowledge and challenge common misunderstandings, you will 'ear!?“l

How Jewish people responded to their persecution, fought back and resisted the

Nazis and their collaborators.
How hundreds of thousands of people from across Europe were involved with the

persecution and murder of Europe’s Jews.
That responsibility for the Holocaust was much wider than just Hitler and a few leading

Nazis.
About how some countries and some people tried to help Jews, but many did not.

That those who refused to obey orders to kill Jews were not shot, but given other dutieg,
What the British government knew about the persecution and murder of Europe’s Jeys ‘.

and how they responded. ;
That Britain did not fight the war to save Europe’s Jews but argued the best way to help |

them was to defeat Nazi Germany and win the war.

R R S T

o,

. tobe carried out. // _ Jews were persecuted and murdered.

Think historically &P | | Discuss Q g

Interpretation - | o During the Holocaust
| Different interpretations exist about the extent to which 1 people had to maks
| ordinary German people — and people in other occupied
| countries — were responsible for the Holocaust.
. This issue is debated by two history students:

T >
/ K A \

choices. What
caused people to
respond differently
and make different
choices? What dos

" Student 1 Hitlerand )/ Student 2: The Holocaust only |
leading Naziswere | happened because of the actions of | this tell you about
responsible for the ; hundreds of thousands of people from all human behaviour?
. Holocaust. It was their | across Europe. Some people killed, many : H anificant wa
' idea and they ordered it | participated and others just stood by as ® How significant w
\ antisemitism as &

explanation of why

What evidence exists to support the two interpretations? SO many people we 2
Which one do you agree with most? Why? willing to kill Jews?

Concluding the BIG question:
How and why did the Holocaust happen?

Once you have studied all the information in Units 1 to 5, you should be in a position to provide

concluding answer to the BIG question ~ can you explain how the Holocaust happened and the
main reasons why it occurred? ‘
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A Did the Jews ﬁght'béck‘?u‘

5.1 Did the Jews fight back?

Against impossible odds, many Jews

Taking photooraphs Caring for Goingto

did fight back and resist the Nazis and Painting and theelderly concerts

their collaborators. Resistance occurred Urawing Talkinowith Teaching children
across Europe. It took place in ghettos, . friends Reading newspapers
concentration camps and death camps Kcemﬁ;vmg e amager mameusmuvin
in every German-occupied country. diaries nES|STn“cE ’

sSharing foot! Looking aner Slaulng nlavs
Listening to thesick 'ritinn ;

Acts of resistance theradio  Hiding from | poem:
: theenemy  Singing sonus
in the ghettos Goingto‘school Attending religious services

Conditions in the ghettos were appalling (see
pages 46-49). The Nazis did not treat Jews as
human beings. They tried to stop them from
leading normal lives. For example, anyone
caught doing ordinary things like holding
religious services, going to school or listening
to the radio could be shot. For this reason,
simple acts like those shown in the word cloud

and photographs on this page were important Figure 5.2 Gelebrating the festival of
acts of resistance by Jews in ghettos. Hanukkah in the Lodz ghetto, 1943.

Figure 5. 3 An SSman searchmg a Jewish child
trying to smuggle food into the Warsaw ghetto,
1939. Smuggling food was a very important form
of resistance as it helped people survive.

Figure 5.1 Children secretly studymg ina
school in the Kovno ghetto, 1941-42.

67

Scanned with CamScanner



The Ringelblum archive

X\éer:?::i ::;)iut resistance i'n the ghettos

e mony of survivors and because
Jewish groups documented life there. For
example, historian Dr Emanuel Ringelblum and
his trusted friends recorded life in the Warsaw
ghetto. As you can see from Figure 5.4, he
hid the information as a record for future
historians. This incredible collection, discovered
after the war ended. is full of documents,
literature, photographs, drawings, theatre
posters, songs, plays, programmes and other
evidence. The contents show the courage and
determination of Jews in the ghettos to lead
‘normal’ lives in terrible circumstances.

Think about

Some people think that ‘resistance’ only involves

fighting with force. Do you agree? Explain
your answer.

Activities
1 What were Jewish people aiming to

achieve by the activities shown in the
photographs in this chapter?

2 Talking about life in the ghetto,
Holocaust survivor Esther Brunstein
once said, “To have survived one day
under those conditions and retain one’s
values was a great act of resistance.’
What did she mean by this statement?

3 Why did Dr Emanuel Ringelblum
create the secret archive? How
useful is it to historians?

The Holocaust: Responses and responsibility
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Figure 5.4 The secret archive created by Eman
Ringelblum is discovered after tp, war

Figure 5.5

A portrait of

a girl, painted
by artist Gela
Seksztajn in the
Warsaw ghetto
and found in
the Ringelblum
archive,

Right and below: from
E. Ringelblum Jewish
Historical Institute,
Warsaw, Poland
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Figure 5.6 Poster (1941) found in the Ringelbll_ll
archive. It advertises two concerts by the Jewis
Symphonic Orchestra to be held in the ghett
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5.1 Did the Jews fight back?

Armed resistance in camps and ghettos

as soon as they arrived at
death camps but some
were kept as prisoners.
Because Jewish prisoners
were weak and unarmed, GREATER
resistance in the death S
camps was very rare.
Incredibly, however, some
resistance did take place
(see Figure 5.7). Here are
three examples:

Fighting back against the Nazis was incredibly e In Treblinka (August 1943), Jewish prisoners
difficult. The guards at camps and ghettos were seized weapons, set camp buildings on
well-trained and heavily armed. Jews often did fire and rushed the main gate. Many were
not have the strength, opportunity, weapons and killed by machine-gun fire. Although more
training to fight back. Fighting back would lead than three hundred did escape, most were
to certain death. Also, the Nazis often killed not tracked down and killed.

only Jews who fought back, but also their family, e In Sobibor (October 1943), a dozen guards
friends and neighbours. were killed by Jewish prisoners and around
Despite the reasons listed above, as the three hundred escaped. Most were later
map shows, it is remarkable how often recaptured and killed, but about fifty did
Jews in ghettos and camps did fight back. escape and survived the war.

Between 1941 and 1943, organised resistance o In Auschwitz-Birkenau (October 1944),
movements sprang up in 100 Jewish ghettos in 250 prisoners blew up buildings, attacked
Nazi-occupied Eastern Europe. They organised the camp guards and escaped to the nearby
attacks against the Nazis and their allies, and forest. They were all hunted down and
helped some Jews escape from the ghettos. recaptured.

Most Jews were gassed L) o

Key [ Resistance in Bl Greater Germany

Figure 5.7 Jewish armed %% Resistance !n ghettos labour camps . - Axlsipowers
. : [ Resistance in death Areas of partisan . _ L
resistance in Eastern i activity [] Nazi-occupied territories
Europe, 1941-44. — -
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The Warsaw ghetto uprising,
April-May 1943

One of the most significant acts of armed
resistance took place in the Warsaw ghetto

in April 1943. During the previous summer,
more than 260,000 Jews were deported from
the ghetto and murdered in Treblinka. Around
60,000 Jews remained in the ghetto.

On 19 April 1943, German troops and police
entered the ghetto to deport those still living
there. But they were immediately shot at by

Jewish fighters using guns that had been

Figure 5.8 Jews captured during the
Warsaw ghetto uprising are led away from
the burning ghetto by SS guards.

70

smuggled into the ghetto. The troops Were
forced to retreat. Led by 23-year-old Morden.. |
Anieleviicz, Jevwish resistance lasted for almo o
a month.

In response, the ruthless German forces
burned the ghetto — building by building - gng
forced Jews out of their hiding places. By

16 May 1943, the Germans had killed 7,00g
Jews (including Anielewicz) and destroyed the
ghetto. Those who were captured were sent 44
forced labour camps or murdered in Treblinka
death camp.

Activities
1 Create a list of risks and dangers that
Jews faced when considering whather

or not to fight back. Why was it so
difficult for Jews to fight back?

2 The three accounts of resistance in
the death camps are brief. Use the
internet to find out more about the
three events of armed resistance in
the death camps in 1943 and 1944.
Write a report of events at each one.

Think about
Jews who fought back in the Warsaw ghetto

uprising knew they would almost certainly be killed.
Why do you think so many chose to fight?
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Jewish partisan activity

Despite enormous obstacles and incredible
risks, historians suggest that between 20,000
and 30,000 Jews joined the partisans.
Partisans were typically resistance groups
who escaped capture by hiding in the
forests of Eastern Europe (e.g. in Belarus,
Lithuania, Poland and Ukraine). As the word
cloud shows, they carried out many acts
of resistance.

Figure 5.9 i3S 4

A group of

partisans on the ™%
move in Ukraine.

Activities

1 The Bielski partisans hid in the forest
for almost five years. What dangers
did they face? Why do you think
1,200 survived?

2 Hiding from the Nazis and their
collaborators was also a form of
resistance. A well-known example of
this is the story of Anne Frank. Find
out about Anne and her family and
explain how they resisted the Nazis.
What happened to them?

51 Did the Jews fight back?

Destroyed britdges, Sioleand
trainlines androatls smuygied

pe 1L 0

L’J_u:ml:ﬂ Forged identity papers weapons ;
micsto PRRTISANS wenemy

flefeat  Smugyled Helped escapes from

ihe Nazis foodinto  campsand ghettos
ghettos Protected families
The Bielski partisans

Three Jewish brothers, named Bielski, set
up a partisan group in the Naliboki Forest
in Belarus. The group fought against the
Germans and their collaborators. They
also protected families and built a thriving
community which had a mill, a bakery,

a school and a synagogue. Under the
protection of the Bielski group, around
1,200 Jewish people survived the war.

Figure 5.10 Jews in the Bielski family
camp in the Naliboki Forest, May 1944.

& ‘J. %

Jewish resistance
across Europe

Armed resistance occurred in other parts of
Europe too. For example, in France, the Armée
Juive (Jewish Army) helped Jews escape

from Nazi-occupied Europe and took part

in uprisings against German troops in Paris
and Lyon.
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5.2 Who was responsible?

Why were six million Jewish people murdered
during the Second World War? Many people
would say because Hitler hated Jews, but
Hitler was only one man who could never have
killed millions of people alone. Explaining why
and how the Holocaust happened is not easy
or straightforward. But it is not impossible.

A good place to start is by asking who did
what, and thinking about the conseqguences
that those actions had. This allows us to start
to consider what people were responsible for.
On the following pages, you will learn about the
actions of just a few people.

pemce

Eleonore Gusenbauer

Gusenbauer’s house overlooked a quarry
where prisoners from Mauthausen
concentration camp were forced to do hard
physical labour. On 27 September 1941, she

wrote a letter to the local police:

‘Inmates ... are constantly being
shot ... Those who are badly struck
still live for some time and lie next

to the dead for hours and in some
cases for half a day. My property is
situated on an elevation close [by] ...
and therefore one often becomes the
unwilling witness of such misdeeds. |
am sickly in any case and such sights
make such demands on my nerves,
that | will not be able to bear it much
longer. | request that it be arranged
that such inhuman deeds will cease

I or else be conducted out of sight.’ |

Activities

1 Discuss the case studies in this
chapter. For each one, note down
what was done and what the
consequences of these actions werg

2 How responsible (or not) were thegg
people for the Holocaust? Use your
notes from activity 1 and add to them,

The ‘Death
Dealer’

On 23 June 1941,

the German army
occupied Kaunas in
Lithuania. Two days
later, Walter Stahlecker
— the head of one of
the Einsatzgruppen — ==
visited the city. He gave i
antisemitic speeches
and encouraged
violence towards Jews :
living in Kaunas. People quickly followet
his lead, and over the next four days,
around 3,800 Jews were murdered. One
of the worst events took place on the
forecourt of a garage. Jews were dragge
onto the yard where they were beaten to
death by local civilians. One of these men,
was known as the ‘Death Dealer’. Armed
with a huge iron bar, he smashed peOP‘e‘
skulls open as a watching crowd clapped
and cheered.

s ” E}j.‘ < Rt
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6,2 Who was responsible?

Buying and selling possessions The Trawniki men

In the village of Trawniki, in German-
occupled Poland, there was a special
camp. From September 1941 to summer
1944, around 5,000 Soviet prisoners of

When Jewish people were deported from
Western Europe, they were only permitted
to take a few belongings with them. The
homes and possessions they were forced
to leave behind were then offered to their war were sent there for training. Most
neighbours to buy at discounted prices. came from Ukraine, Latvia, or Lithuania.
On most occasions, the victims of the They were offered the chance to avoid
‘Holocaust by bullets’ in Eastern Europe starvation and disease in prisoner of war
were told they were going to be moved camps, in exchange for working for the
Germans. From autumn 1942, civilians

elsewhere, and so were allowed to take

some possessions. These belongings were were also recruited from occupied

seized, together with the victims' clothes. countries. After training, the Trawniki men

Sometimes the possessions were worked in the death camps and helped
with deportations from ghettos. The men

distributed or sold to the local population;
at other times, they were sent back to
Germany to be given away or sold there.

A Lithuanian policeman, returning from a

mass shooting, sells property owned by
Jewish people, July/August 1941.

shown here are at Belzec in 1942.

René Bousquet

In the 1930s, Bousquet became a significant figure in
French politics. In 1942, he became the Chief of Police. As
part of the deals he made with the Germans, Bousquet
became involved in the deportation of Jews from France.
For example, over two days in summer 1942, Bousquet
ordered the French police to arrest around 12,000 Jewish
men, women and children in Paris. They were sentto a

transit camp before being taken to Auschwitz. Later, in |
January 1943, Bousquet worked with the Germans to René Bousquet, on the right,
round up and deport over 2,000 Jews to camps in the East. smiling (23 January 1943).

e
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Gertrude Segel L, i 4

g

Segel was a typist
for the Gestapo in
Vienna. In early 1941, o
she volunteered to
work for the security
police in German-
occupied Poland.
There she began a
relationship with an SS commander,
Felix Landau. Segel joined Landau
after he was sent to Ukraine. They lived
in a stolen house with stolen goods,
and had a balcony where they used

to sit and watch Jewish workers in
their garden. One day, either Segel or
Landau shot one of the workers dead
from the balcony. Another time, they
wrongly accused a Jewish man of
stealing a necklace from Segel. When
he denied it, Landau beat him as Segel
watched on.

Adolf Hitler
itler was
ggggs*;ed with Jewish

people and was
intensely antisemitic.
Hitler constantly
blamed Jewish :
people for Germany S
problems, and claimed
Jews around the world
threatened the survival
of the ‘Aryan race’.

As the leader of Nazi
Germany, he was in a position to spreag p;s
hatred of Jews. He did so in different ways
Sometimes he gave orders which directly
impacted Jewish people. At other times
people around him would try to guess whz:
Hitler wanted and introduce new, more sc =
measures that targeted Jews. In both caz=- ¢,
was always fully aware of what was hapr
to Europe’s Jews.

b}

g

Otto Julius Schimke

. To keep order in territories conquered by
Nazi Germany, regular German policemen
were given military training, grouped into
battalions, then sent to the East. There, they
became involved in guarding ghettos and
deporting people to death camps. On 13 July
1942, Police Battalion 101 arrived outside the
Polish village of Jozeféw. For the first time,
their commander Major Trapp told them to
round up all Jewish women, children and
elderly people in the village, take them to the
forest and shoot them. Trapp said anyone
who could not do this would be given other
duties. Out of 486 men, only twelve stepped
forward to opt out, including Schimke, He and
the other eleven men did not shoot anyone in

05| |

: s L~ W
Members of Battalion 101 celebrate Christmas, 134
Jézefow. Instead, they guarded Jewish peoP?
as they were assembled in the village squa"®
Schimke did not take part in other shooting®
either. He was part of the Battalion's othef

task: killing partisans (see page 71).

TR T
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I.G. Farben

I.G. Farben was a collection of companies
that specialised in chemicals. They became
very important to the Nazis during the Second
World War. In spring 1941, the Nazis allowed
the company to construct a large industrial
centre in Poland, seven kilometres from
Auschwitz. Prisoners from Auschwitz were
used as slave labour to build a large factory.
I.G. Farben then paid the SS a discounted rate
for these prisoners to work at the complex. In
1942, a camp named Auschwitz-Monowitz Il
was constructed next to the factory to house

to lack of food and harsh working conditions.

1.G. Farben
factory under
construction, s

1942.

prisoners. Around 30,000 people died there due

Workers at the German
census bureau

In May 1939, each household in
Greater Germany had to complete

a form with the names, ages, jobs,
religion and ‘race’ of everyone who
lived in their house. This data was

then sorted by thousands of office
workers. Using the forms, they would
punch holes into cards to record the
information. These cards were then
fed through an early type of computer
to create a register. This process

of registration was repeated as
Germany invaded other countries. The

information

helped the
Nazis find and
 BEACHTE!

rT i

identify people T ...

they wanted J e 1.&.-‘-:—';'&‘
f’ ! % ~-

to round up,
deport, and
even murder.

r-I-T;nryk Gawkowski

During the Holocaust, millions of people
were transported across huge distances to
camps and ghettos. This required enormous
planning and co-ordination across Europe’s
railway networks. Gawkowski lived close

to Treblinka. When he was in his early
twenties, he worked for a German-run
railway company. Between 1942 and 1943,
Gawkowski drove trains two or three times a
week from cities in German-occupied Poland
to Treblinka. He was paid and given vodka
as a bonus, which he drank to cope wi_th
the smell. Altogether, he estimated taking

sl it

Gawkowski -
recreates .
driving a train to :
Treblinka forthe
documentary,
Shoah, 1985.

s ‘- L :
»
", TREBLINKA
: g T

Sl RIS 2 Lt

B ATV (2

around 18,000 Jews to the camp. After the
war, because he knew what happened to the
people he helped transport, ‘it became very
difficult for him’. Gawkowski had nightmares

for the rest of his life.
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‘fhe Holocaust: Requnses an

The behaviour of non-Jews during the
Holocaust varied greatly. The majority of
people in Europe did nothing while Jews
were rounded up and taken away. Some

felt too afraid to do anything. Some wanted
to protect their families by staying out of the
way. Others did not care about what was
happening to Jews and yet others agreed with
their persecution. Many collaborated with the
Nazis or led their own attacks against Jews.
Others benefited from the property of their
Jewish neighbours.

Nevertheless, there were some people who
chose to help Jews. Some took great risks
to do so. Rescue took many forms: some
provided food or shelter to Jews, others gave
them fake identity documents, and others
helped Jews to hide or escape. Most rescue

efforts were by groups or organisations, and
involved networks of people.

Why did some people rescue
Jews when others did not?

When thinking about why some people
rescued Jews and others did not, it is
important to remember that conditions in
different parts of Europe varied. The Nazis,
for example, were much more cruel and
unforgiving towards the Polish than towards
the Danes. We should also remember that

different people think and act in different ways
for different reasons. Rescuers were typically

people who had a history of helping those in

d responsiblllty

o
5.3 Did anyone try to save the Jet:

need and who acted according to their be\lefs
not caring what other people thought. Mogt
rescuers did not plan to rescue but did s
when presented with the choice.

In the next few pages, you will read some
stories of rescue. These are not the only oneg
— many such stories exist and rescuers camg
from every country across Europe.

Think about

Rescuers took great risks to save Jews.

However, Nechama Tec, a Holocaust scholar,
found that most rescuers did not think their acts
were heroic. Why do you think that is?

Case study: Denmark
_Germany occupied Denmark in 1940 (see
page 45). From the beginning of the Nazi =~
occupation, the Danish government
protected Jewish Danes from ; ;
discrimination. In October 1943, the Danes
refused to obey German orders to round up
and deport Jews from Denmark. Instead,
they organised a rescue operation. They
helped Jews go into hiding and secretly
reach the coast. From there, fishermen
ferried them to neutral Sweden, which had
agreed to receive them (see Fi Figure 5.11).
The Danish resistance, the police, the ',
government and ordinary people took part i in
the rescue operation. In little more than three
weeks, the Danes ferried more than 700
Jews to Sweden. They saved more tha
per cent of Denmark’s Jersh populatl

76

Scanned with CamScanner



The Thomsens

Henry Christian
Thomsen and
his wife Ellen
Margrethe were
innkeepers in
the village of
Snekkersten in
Denmark. They
were active
members of the
resistance. They sheltered fleeing Jews

in their inn until the fishermen could take
them to Sweden. Many villagers, including
the local police, helped them. Henry even
personally took Jews to Sweden by boat
to help them escape. Henry was arrested
by the Gestapo in August 1944 and sent
to Neuengamme concentration camp in
Germany. He died there four months later.

Source 5.1

... the lawless action of the Germans against

the Jews was [seen] as an unnecessary German

provocation against the core values of the Danish

nation. It was judged ‘un-Danish’ because the Jews

were considered an integral part of the Danish nation.
Karl Christian Lammers, Holocaust scholar

Activities
1 What does Source 5.1 tell you about
why the Danes rescued Jews?

2 Try to find out more about why
the Danes rescued Jews and
what conditions made the rescues

possible.

Figure 5.11 Jewish refugees are ferried out of Denmark
aboard Danish fishing boats bound for Sweden.
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© < and responsiblity

Case study: Albania iy SR
In 1939, Albania was occupied by Germany's ~ When they t?aer:rc]iagv; o j;:;e_A|bani§n .
ally, Italy. The Italian fascist government authorltltits s Sl el n the.(:ou i
enacted antisemitic policies but did not for deportation, Axiion Authoritig
deport Jews to death camps. In 1943, refused. T_he); F:(r R zny Jewish '
Italy surrendered to the Allied powers, falr;lllgsnv_;/l:;di e?/vlish f;r}rlwili::?:lzms'

but Germa i rth of Albania ; &ir hom
Apops acoupleiio N They protected Jewish refugees why, f?ad :

Italy and took over Albania too. From 1943
until 1945, approximately 8,000 Jews from arrived from other palrats 0; Europe, as gy
ltaly were deported to the death camps by as Albanian citizens. By the end of the War
the Nazis. However, in Albania, the Nazis Albania had saved the 2,000 Jews living
encountered more resistance. within its borders. |

: =
The Veselis | Source 5.2 |

When my husband was asked ho, it

was possible that so many Albaniang
helped to hide Jews and protect them
he said: ‘There are no foreigners jy
Albania, there are only guests. Oy
moral code as Albanians requires
that we be hospitable to quests in gy
home and in our country.

Drita Veseli, the wifg

of Refik Vesgli -

Moshe and Ela Mandil and their children, Gavra and
Irena, were a Jewish family who lived in Yugoslavia.
When the Germans invaded Yugoslavia in April 1941,
the family fled to Kosovo and then to Albania. Moshe
found a job in an old friend’s photography shop, where
he met 17-year-old Refik Veseli. After the German
invasion of Albania, Veseli took the Mandil family to his
parents’ home in the mountains. In Kruja, the Veselis
provided shelter for the Mandils for nine months until

the liberation of Albania.
Activities
1 What does Source
5.2 tell you about
why the Albanian
people protected and
rescued Jews?

2 The Albanian moral cod
that Drita is talking about
in Source 5.2 1s caled
‘Besa. Try to find oul
more about it.

Gavra Mandil and
Refik Veseli in
Tirana, 1944.
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5.3 Did anyone try to save the Jews?

‘Righteous Among the Nationg’

—_ o~ i ATt ~re
Denmark and Albania are two examples of

2~ =i § (= = o .
~ollective giioris 10 rescue Jews. Bsewhere in
S o

curooe, there were non-Jewish people who

8

neiped Jews. These individuals are recognised

by the state of Israel and are given the

:_onorary title of ‘Righteous Among the Nations'.
oday, 27,362 people from all over the world
are recognised as Righteous.

Irena Sendler

lrena was a Polish
social worker. When
the Warsaw ghetto
was created, she
managed toget a
permit that allowed
her to enter the
ghetto to inspect the conditions. She
smuggled in food and medicines. She
also smuggled out Jewish children
and set up hiding places for them.

In October 1943, she was arrested,
interrogated and tortured, but she

did not give up the addresses of the
children in hiding. She was sentenced
to death but the Polish resistance
bribed the officials to release her.
After her release, she continued

her activities. She and her partners
rescued about 2,500 children.

Chiune Sugihara

Chiune-Sempo Sugihara was a
Japanese diplomat in Lithuania.
In the summer of 1940, Lithuania
was annexed by the Soviet
Union and all foreign diplomats
were asked to depart. As he
was preparing to leave, a group of Jewish
representatives asked to see him. They were
desperate to escape, but they had nowhere to
go. All the countries in the world had closed their
borders. The refugees had learnt that Curagao

— in the Caribbean - did not require entry visas.
All they needed to get there were visas that
would allow them to travel eastwards. Sugihara
was told not to issue the visas. Nevertheless,

he provided 2,100-3,500 transit visas. The Jews
who received them made a narrow escape from
the Einsatzgruppen, who arrived in 1941. When
Sugihara returned to Japan, he was fired and
had to support his family by doing odd jobs.

Activities

1 What choices did Irena have at the beginning of
her story? What choices did she have when she
was arrested? What did she decide to do in each
case? What were the risks Irena took and why do

you think she decided to take them?

2 \Why do you think Chiune decided to disobey
his orders and issue the visas? What were the

consequences of his choice?

Think about

Many people disagreed with what
was happening 1o Jews. However,
they decided notto intervene to help
them, usually out of fear for their own

and their family's safety, Do you think
those people are 10 some degree
responsible for what happened 10
Jews? Explain your thinking.
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The Holocaust: Responses

5.4 How did the British

2
respond to the Holocaust

Some people wrongly believe that the Brmsi; i
government didn't know about the perse'cullo
and murder of European Jews, or that Britain
went to war with Nazi Germany to save the
Jews of Europe. Neither of these is true. Most
historians agree that:

® Britain declared war on Nazi Germany
because Germany invaded Poland in
September 1939,

® British decision-makers had knowledge of
mass murder in the Soviet Union and the

mass murder of Jews, in particular, as early
as July 1941,

® In summer 1941, the war was not going well
for Britain. There was very little they could
have done to help the Jews of Europe.

What did the British government know
and how did they respond?

May 1939 Some Jews
wanted to go to Palestine
(much of the region is known
as Israel today). This is where
Judaism began and where the
holiest place is for Jews.
Palestine was controlled by
the British (the British
Mandate of Palestine). To
prevent unrest among the

N Arab population there, the

' December 1938 The first Kinder- E JItish goze‘rn.m salls introduc.e d
 transport arrived in Britain, This scheme piyere festrictions up on)gwush
‘ A ; Immigration into the British

i led to a total of 10,000 Jewish children Mandate of Palestine. These

- coming to Britain from Nazi-controlled restrictions were not rlelax X

| Countries (see page 82). during or after the war.

Key events

November 1938 Following Kristallnacht
(see page 40), relief organisations asked
the British government to allow German
and Austrian Jews into Britain. In total,

- approximately 80,000 Jewish refugees
came to Britain. This was just a fraction
of those in need.

gover nment

Activities
Sort the information in the timeline

below into two categories: knowled -

and response. Some may fall into be .

1 What knowledge did the British =~ |
government have about the
persecution and mass murder of
Jews of Europe?

2 How did they respond to this
knowledge?

1940 |In early 1940, the
war was going badly for
Britain. There was
increasing anti-foreign
feeling in Britain, in part
fuelled by the press. In
this atmosphere the
government imprisoned

thousands of Germans and
Austrians, including 27,000

Jewish refugees. Most
were released later that
year but the experience

was a traumatic one for
many.
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e The Biritish government repeatedly saig
the best way to help the Jews of Europg
to defeat Nazi Germany and win the v,

e The British government said that they Woulg
punish the killers when the war was oyg,

July-August 122 G
radio messages '3@?
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details of the numbe
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they advanced into th
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Possible responses

There is an ongoing debate among historians ® Assi
J0 Ssist ' ing i '

about what Britain could have done to help OCCUD;;WL:S;;(;CI/;ZUgétV\{Ofk'ﬂg‘ e

Pl . Britain could have
Jews. H ples sent money to help underground Jewish
organisations working in occupied Europe.
This action would have helped Jews in
hiding and those trying to resist the

Nazis, thereby helping more Jews survive.

e Bomb the train lines to Auschwitz. Until
1943, the British planes were out of range.
From May 1944, with the capture of Italian
airfields, British planes were within range
to bomb Auschwitz. This action could
have disrupted and delayed the murder of
Hungary's Jews in 1944 (see page 62).

Offer support for Jews managing to escape.
Britain could have offered to support

any Jewish refugees who escaped to

e Allow more refugees into Britain and neutral countries, such as Sweden and
the British Mandate of Palestine. In the Switzerland. This action would have
1930s, the British government worried that allowed more Jewish people 1o reach
increasing numbers of refugees would be safety.

unpopular. If they allowed more into the
British Mandate of Palestine, they feared
that it would lead to Arab support for

Think about

From these options, what, if anything, do you
Nazi Germany. But this action would have think Britain should have done?

allowed more Jewish people to reach safety.

[ April 1943 The Bermuda 15 April 1945 British troops discover
" i . Conference was held between the concentration camp of
19;2uu'il:r\‘ee£ally 17 December 1942 With Britain and the USA to discuss Bergen-Belsen. The discovery of
mation that 700,000 increasing knowledge possible rescue plans for victims of Belsen came as a terrible shock to the
h Jews had been about the murder of the Nazis and to make plans for liberating British troops (see page 85).
lered, naming Jews in Europe, the refugees. The conference achieved  Details of the conditions there were
mno as one of the Government felt that it very little. Not one Jewish person broadcast to the British public via
Ig sites (see Chapter needed to act. Anthony was saved as a result of it. radio, film and newspaper reports.
The i : Eden, the British Foreign
ke ln-formanorf £2me Secretary, read out a
tan e folh statement in Parliament June 1944 The British and the Americans After the war theent
e.» = called the ‘Joint Declara- received detailed reports about Auschwitz- British (;_;overl:\n'v\v o
| T | tion by Members of the Birkenau known as the Auschw_itz fefus_e tt?oan 2f Jewi:
ust1942 The British United Nations’ on behalf protocols. They contained detailed lmm_lg;?s Qo wer;
ign Office received a of both the British and information about the gas champers and S‘g?’e“;o e.nter S
y which became American governments. crematoria, based upon information from ?elatives o
WM as the Riegner The statement ended four men who had escaped from

already living in
Britain. These refug
had to be supporte!
by their families.

Auschwitz-Birkenau. Some argued that
the train lines to Auschwitz-Birkenau
should be bombed. It was decided that it
was best to focus on winning the war.

Jram. This informed the  with a pledge that those
sh government that the responsible for these
shad a plan to kill crimes would be

ons of European Jews. punished.

[oF}
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z ‘The.Holoc’au'st‘: Responses and res

Case studies

ponsibility.

Before the war: Jewish refugees
and the Kindertransport

The Kindertransport
scheme was organised
by refugee aid
committees, not the
British government.
Payment had to be
guaranteed for the care 7
of each child. They were &
Supposed to go home
when the crisis was
over. Parents were not

A Jewish girl, wearing

by their experience. Despite these
challenges, the scheme saved the lives of
approximately 10,000 children.

After the war:
‘The Boys’

The Committee for the Care of f
Children from Concentration 4
Camps persuaded the British 7
government to accept 1,000 é
Jewish children as refugees on
condition that Britain’s Jewish

L

ki ol B 3

Four of ‘The Boys’,

community would pay for them. In Jewish orphans
total, 732 children came to Britain, brought to the UK as
refugees after the war.

and though 80 of them were girls,
they were given the nickname ‘The
Boys’. The first group of 300 were sent to Windermere in

the Lake District with subsequent groups being placed in
other locations across Britain. Many of ‘the Boys' stayed
in Britain and had happy and successful lives. :

internment:
Bernd Simon

Bernd Simon had escaped
Nazi Germany in 1933 with
students and teachers
from his school. His
mother, Gerty Simon, a
well-known photographer
(see page 18), had
followed her son to Britain. Despite ha»
come to Britain as refugees, mals te,
and students over the age of 16 from,
Bernd’s former school were interned i
1940 (see timeline on page &0}, Bemg

allowed to accompany  a numbered tag, after :
their children. Many her arrival in England ‘along with 2,500 other young men, mos Of
of the children never with the second whom were Jewish, were sent to Austrai,
saw their parents again Kindertransport. by ship. When they arrived there, they -
and were traumatised were interned in a camp. Bernd’s release

‘ ~ was finally agreed in late December 1841,

Back in Britain, he worked to heip theway
effort until the end of the war.

!
v‘

5

it

82

Think about

What more can we e
British governmentresponses
from these case stiidies?
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- o didthe British govemment respon to the Holacaust?.

Different interpretations of Britain’s response to the Holocaust

f\:arg TIStOHaPSTf]nd politicians have tried to assess the response of the British government to
t 5.3. olocaust. They h'ave not always agreed. In fact, different interpretations of the actions of the
British government exist. In the boxes below are examples of three different interpretations.

Interpretation 1

‘| believe this period defines
Britain and what it means to

be Biritish. It is Britain’s unique
response to the Holocaust

and its unique role in the war
that gives us the right to claim
a particular attachment to the
values of democracy, equality,
freedom, fairness and tolerance.’

From Britain’s Promise to Remember: The Prime
Minister's Holocaust Commission Report

———— pr———
Interpretation2 ®=mrTaiw
k i JEWS OF
There is little to EUROPE

1939-1943

celebrate in this
account of British
policy towards the
Jews of Europe
between 1939 and
1945 ... The overall SmrmsTE
record leaves a
profoundly saddening impression.’
Bernard Wasserstein, Britain and
the Jews of Europe 1339-45

Interpretation 3

realisation of what was going on.’

‘In the summer of 1941 ... the British could have done nothing, even if
they had wanted to, to save European Jews from annihilation, but clearly
they didn’t want to. They could have done important things on the
margins... Practically speaking, their options were limited, as was their

Yehuda Bauer,
Rethinking the Holocaust

L

Activity

Having considered the evidence on these pages, which of the three interpretations on
this page do you consider best reflects Britain’s response to the Holocaust? Explain

your choice.

www.ucl.ac.uk/holocaust—education

Now you have studied this unit, check your knowledge here: )
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Develop knowledge and understanding
your knowledge and challenge common misunderstandings, you wjj| learn.

® How Jewish communities across Europe were devastated by the Holocaust and thy,

most were lost forever.
® About how other groups were victims of the Nazis and their collaborators,
® That many survivors continued to face difficulties after the end of the war.
® That antisemitism did not end with the defeat of the Nazis.
e That many survivors emigrated to other countries after the war, including Israe

and Biritain.
® How Jewish survivors were not always welcomed in other countries after the

Holocaust.
® That 99 per cent of those who were responsible for the Holocaust never faceq

justice and were not punished.

TR T
e U et o

Think historically &2 ~ | Discuss
Interpretations of significance * - | o Did the Holocaust
There are many different ideas or interpretations about really end in 19457
why the Holocaust is significant. Some are listed e Was justice done?
below. Pick three you agree most strongly with and e What is the
explain why you chose them. meaning of the
The Holocaust is significant because: Holocaust for you?
e it affected millions of lives pge
e it affected people deeply

it affected people for a long time and still affects

people today
it develops our understanding of being human

it teaches us where intolerance, racism and
antisemitism can lead

it shows human beings are capable of evil

it teaches us not to be bystanders

it teaches us that we all have a responsibility to

improve our world
it shows how fragile European civilisation is.
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6.1 What was lost?

puring the Holocaust, six million Jews were
murdered’ including one and a half million
children — 90 per cent of all Jewish children
iving in Europe. The loss was devastating.
Entire families, entire communities, entire

towns and villages all across Europe no longer
existed. Hopes and dreams were shattered,
ways of life were destroyed, and the diversity
of Jewish life and culture that existed before

Figure 6.1 Children of the Jewish school
in the shtet/ Trochenbrod (in Ukraine) in
1934/35. In 1930, approximately 5,000
Jews lived in this town, which had seven
synagogues and a rich farming culture.

Activities

1 Look back at the map on pages 8-9. Which countries
had the greatest Jewish losses? Which country did the
largest number of Jewish people killed come from?

2 Look at Figures 6.1 and 6.2. What is the difference between
these images? What do they tell us about the Holocaust?

3 Look at Figure 6.3. How did the architect of the Jewish
Museum in Berlin try to show the void that was created by
the Holocaust? Undertake some research on other ways
people have tried to express this huge loss.

Figure 6.2 The location of the
Jewish shtet/ Trochenbrod as it is
today. During the Holocaust, the
town’s people, buildings and streets
were completely destroyed.

the war was gone forever. Before the Second
World War, cities like Warsaw, Budapest ang
Vienna were bustiing with Jewish life. Today,
YOu can walk the streets of these cities and’
not meet a single Jewish person. Think of the
huge void that was [eft by the loss of six million
people, the families they never had, and the
contributions to art, culture and science they
were never able to make.

85

Figure 6.3 The Jewish Museum,
Berlin. The architect of this
building (Daniel Libeskind)

created these empty spaces,
called ‘voids’. They are meant
to show the emptiness that
resulted from the destruction
of Jewish life in the Holocaust.
He wanted to make this loss
visible through architecture.

——
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Other victims of the Nazis

The Nazis Persecuted other groups, as well
as Jews. Estimates of how many were killed
are based on census reports, Nazi documents
and post-war investigations.

Activity
Read the information on this page.
Undertake further research into the

suffering of one of these groups at the
hands of the Nazis.

Soviet civilians and prisoners
of war (POWs)

Soviet prisoners of war (POWs) were killed
by the Nazis on a mass scale. Out of
approximately 5.7 million Soviet prisoners,
3.3 million were murdered. In addition,
millions of Soviet civilians were starved or
worked to death. The Nazis also brutally
murdered vast numbers of Soviet civilians
at any sign of opposition or resistance.

rPolitical opponents

In 1933, the Nazis established
concentration camps to imprison German
political opponents (see page 27).

They were treated brutally but most

were released. During the war, as the
German soldiers advanced to the east,
they were given orders to shoot and

kill all Communist Party officials they
could find. The killing included anyone
who was perceived as a threat, such as
intellectuals, priests and partisans.

Polish civilians

During the German invasion of Pola
many Polish civilians were shot. and“d,
more were sent to concentratigp, % any
Hundreds of thousands were forceq p S
leave the west of Poland to make = to
for Germans. About 1.5 million POIes
used as slave labour, It is estimateq 4
1.8 million non-Jewish Polish civilianh
were killed during the Second Worldswa
r.

Cra

——_
Disabled people

\
During the war, the children’s
‘euthanasia’ programme Murdered
around 5,000 disabled children. The adyy
‘euthanasia’ programme (see page 32)
began killing by gas in the winter of
1939 and was officially halted in 1941
when more than 70,000 adults in Gre&’itEr
Germany and German-occupied Polang
had been murdered. The programme
secretly continued and approximately
250,000 disabled people were killed by
the end of the war.

7 TR TN T —
Roma and Sinti (‘Gypsies’)
When the Nazis came to power, they

persecuted the Roma and Sinti within
Greater Germany. Their racist laws were

[

86

applied to the ‘Gypsies’. Many were
arrested without cause and many weré
forcibly sterilised. After the outbreak
of war, Roma and Sinti were murdered
in death camps and died of hunger
and disease in forced labour and
concentration camps. An estimated .
500,000 people died. The genocide s -
sometimes referred to as Pharrgjimos™
the Great Devouring. ‘
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6.2 What was it like to survive the Holocaust?

Li peration

The Second World War ended in Europe on

g May 1945. For those Jews who r.wad survived,
- oration Was the start of a long journey.

5:\55 had been living in fear for years; they were

ohysicaly and mentally exhausted, starving,

and suffering from diseases due to the terrible
conditions in the camps. Now, they had to gather

up the strength to face what had happened.

source 6.1
That day ..., Was the saddest day of my life. | wanted to

cry, not from joy but from grief.
From the testimony of Yitzhak Zuckerman

. \ 4 R 5
- e o v Lk

' Figure 6.4 A survivor s

5.2 What was it like to survive the Holocaust?

Source 6.2

My bones stuck out from under my skin. Al my joints

were full of pus, my knees, my elbows, my throat ... They

thought it was diphtheria; it wasn't ... it was the onset of

death [...] And suddenly Lusia came and said ‘The war is

over.' | still remember the feeling. | thought ‘Now? What

for? It's no longer possible to live, there’s nothing anymore.

Where were they before? What’s the use of it now?’
From the testimony of Miriam Akavia

Activities
1 Why do you think Yitzhak felt so sad
on the day of his liberation”?

2 How would you describe Miriam’s
feelings on the day of liberation?

{ '*'\..

e
n-B

. A
W

. elsen, Ap
itting alon J

ter his liberation at Berge
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_ Aftermath and legacy

Facing what happened

As soon as they could, survivors began to look
for their family. They looked in the registers of
survivors in camps, contacted the Red Cross or
returned home to see what was left. Most were
not successful. The vast majority of survivors
were the only survivors of their entire family.

Those who decided to return home faced a
harsh reality: they had no family left, no home,
no community and no possessions. The
places they remembered as ‘home’ before the

war were no longer the same.

Source 6.3
Suddenly | am standing in the middle of the city [...]
and | ask myself, ‘So what? Home — gone, family —
gone, children — gone, friends are gone, Jews —
gone ... This is what | fought for? This is what | stayed
alive for?’ Suddenly | realised that my whole struggle
had been pointless, and [ didn’t feel like living.

From the testimony of Shmuel Shulman Shilo

Figure 6.5 One of
the young survivors of
Buchenwald concentration

camp writes in German
‘Where are our parents?’
on the side of a train
leaving the camp,

Starting over

Many survivors who returned tq their
— especially in Eastern ang Centra| 4 omﬁﬁ
soon realised that they werg N0t v roDQ\
many local people. Indeeq, after the \Irn by
nUMerous occasions, some 0cal py, N ‘Q,
carried out antisemitic attacks e w org
The biggest pogrom took place ir hl e
Poland, where 42 Jewish SUrvivorg yye

murdered on 4 July 1946,

Source 6.4

| went home. | didn’t have anywhere | could Stz

The gatekeeper was living in the house ang ‘..,, i
let me go in ... | had aunts and family, | . ety

all their apartments. There were ngp- -Jews f w-,,;
in every one. They wouldn't let me in, | Oe plar;
one of them said, ‘What did you come back fory
They took you away to kill you, so Why did yoy b2
to come back?’ | decided: I'm not staying here

I’'m going.
From the testimony of Shoshana Stz
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Displaced persons camps

Because of this hostility, and because they had .
nothing left, many Jews decided to emigrate

to another country. Emigration was not easy
because countries were not allowing many
refugees to enter. Until they could get visas to
emigrate, hundreds of thousands of survivors

lived in displaced persons camps (DP camps).

DP camps were created by the Allied powers

in Germany, Austria and ltaly. Life in the DP Z

camps was difficult, but survivors slowly began -

to build their lives again_ Figurt; 6.6 A nursery school at
Bindermichl DP camp, Austria.

Emigration

The USA, Canada and the UK were all potential
destinations, but the majority of Jewish
refugees wanted to emigrate to the British
Mandate of Palestine. Between 1945 and
1948, around 70,000 survivors tried to emigrate
there, but the British government, which ruled
Palestine at the time, would not allow them
to because they were concerned about Arab
unrest in the region (see page 80). The British

sh

navy stopped ships carrying survivors and
detained most of the refugees on Cyprus. Figure 6.7 The Exodus 1947 with Jewi
Holocaust survivors on board.

In 1947, the British handed control of the British
Mandate of Palestine to the United Nations,
which voted to separate the territory into two
parts, one Arab and one Jewish. Although

the Arabs objected, in May 1948 the state of
Israel was declared. Significantly, every Jewish
person who wanted to enter Israel could now
do so. It is estimated that 170,000 Jewish
people had immigrated to Israel by 1953.

Activity

Look at Figure 6.7. Undertake some
research into Exodus 1947. Find out
about the boat’s journey and what
happened to the Jewish survivors

on-board.
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Holocaust survivors in Britain

After the war, the British government did

not allow many survivors to emigrate to

the United Kingdom. Some of those who
Came to Britain had relatives already living
there — they supported survivors without
government help. A number of survivors
received emotional and financial support from

non-governmental organisations.

While the British people were shocked to learn
about what happened to Jews during the
Holocaust, they were less interested in hearing
the stories of the survivors. Their experiences
were generally ignored.

Many survivors, in any case, found themselves
unable to speak about what they witnessed
and suffered. They were often very disturbed
and traumatised by their experiences. They
even found it difficult to talk to their own family.
It was all too painful. Sometimes the impact of
the Holocaust not only affected survivors but

also their children.
Survivors faced other challenges. Many were
tormented by horrific nightmares. Some
struggled to trust other people and never felt
completely safe again. Despite these difficulties,
survivors were remarkably resilient, Typically,
they led fulfilling lives, built homes, families and
futures. They found jobs and worked hard.
They contributed significantly to Britain in all
manner of ways. Most survivors were not filled
with feelings of revenge or bitterness. They
often maintained a positive outlook on life.

Source 6.5

My uncle was at the Guaysicz in Doer 15 g
us. His greeting was Chilly. Weltome 1 oy
Understand that in my POUss | Gt mact ey o
speak about anything that tzgpened t gy, 1
want to know 20 | Con't want oy girts uggas e t
Kit !y Hart-$oxon .2 H"*’f";"‘a’m yrﬂa

describes the Czy she arrived ¢, Brits

Source 6.6
My father never spoke about the Holoczuet wrey ¢

was much older ... [buf] his raumztic experen.,

changed him. He saw invisible danger wheropr

he looked and did not really befieve that szfesy
existed. Like many other children [bornl o Holorzes
survivors, there was a huge gap betwsen my achey
safe surroundings and the fraumatic emvironment
my father’s mind. | grew up within this confradicion
trying to hold on to safety whilst breathing in invese
trauma that made me strangely hyper-vigiant.

worried and unsafe.
From the testimony of the sonofz

Jewish survivor, North London

Activities
1 Read Source 6.5. Why do you think
people may not have wanted o
listen to survivors after the war?
How do you think the experience
Kitty describes made her feel asshé
began her life in Britain?
2 Read Source 6.6. How does the $0 .
of a survivor describe the impact of

the Holocaust on him?
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62 What was it like toisurvive the Holocaust?

[n moré recent years, a number of survivors
have felt able to talk about their experiences
during the Holocaust. Many spend their
retirement years travelling across Britain to
meet teachers and students. They tell their
harrowing stories as sensitively as they can,

and they an
the memory of the Holocaust is never easy
and it often takes several hours for a survivor

to fully recover from just one talk at a school

or college.

Source 6.7
| must speak for those who were lost. | feel it is my

duty to remember the many who otherwise will never
be remembered. If | didn’t it would be as if they never

existed. | could never betray their memory.
Mala Tribich, a Holocaust survivor

Leon Greenman

After the war, Leon
Greenman (see
page 13) returned

to London. He had
lost everything.

His wife and child
were murdered at
Auschwitz-Birkenau.
Leon never remarried. He b
market trader in Petticoat

ecame a
Lane. In his

eighties, he became an activist fighting

racism through peaceful demonstration
and education. It became his mission. He
died at the age of 97 in 2008. By the end
of his life he had given his testimony to
hundreds of thousands of people.

M

swer students’ questions. Re-living

Think about

Why do survivors put themselves through the

painful experience of telling their story to young
people? Sources 6.7 and 6.8 may help develop

your thinking.

Source 6.8

Revenge does not bring back the dead.
Does not take away the suffering,
it, simply perpetuates the violence.

It is difficult to get convictions,
the question is “not to let it happen again?”

[ have tried to rebuild my life,

g new life???
I have no children, no grandchildren to cuddle.

Have I succeeded? I don’t know,
being too busy with this work,
geems 0 be my mission??

A poem written by Leon Greenman. The poem was

found by his close and trusted friend Ruth-Anne Lenga
in his house after his death. She worked closely with

Leon as he educated young people at the Jewish
Museum in London and travelled around the country to

talk to students in schools and colleges.

Activity
What does Leon’s poem tell us about
the long-term impact of the Holocaust

on his life?
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6.3 Was there justice?

Before the defeat of Nazi Germany, the
wartime Allied powers agreed that there could
be no negotiation with the Nazis and that
defeated Germany would be divided into zones
of military occupation (Soviet, British, French
and American zones). They also agreed to
destroy Nazi control and influence in Germany
and punish those responsible for war crimes.
This process was known as de-Nazification.

When the war ended, the Nazi party was
banned and Nazi symbols were removed from
public places across all the occupation zones.
The first trial of war criminals was held in
Nuremberg, Germany, in 1945-46. The judges

The Einsatzgruppen
trial (1947-48)

One of the trials that took
place in Nuremberg was the
trial of 24 leaders of the SS
mobile killing units (see page
51). The defendants admitted
the crimes, but claimed that
they were not responsible
because they were only
following orders from their
superiors. They pleaded ‘not
guilty’, but the court found
them guilty and sentenced
some to death, and others
to imprisonment. The judges
at the Nuremberg trials did
not accept ‘following orders’
as an adequate defence for
criminal acts.

came from Great Biritain, France, s R
Union and the United States of Amer.cwet
22 defendants, 19 were convicteg anda' Ofhy
them were sentenced to death, Oof

Between 1946 and 1949, there were 1o
trials in Nuremberg with a tota| of 199 Gmore
government officials, military leaders; Sgrman
doctors, lawyers and industrialists brgug'ht
justice. A total of 161 were convicteq. ©

Think about

Do you agree with the Nuremberg Judges {hqy
‘following orders' does not excuse Mmurder?

 The defendants sitin the dock at the EinsatzgrupPer™®

-—————__—‘-
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Was justice done?

Think about

The Holocaust was g European-wida event,

[t was made possible by the participation of
millions of people. Was justice done? Was it
possible to do justice for these crimes?

The Allied powers had a policy that all
Germans held a moral responsibility for the
crimes carried out by the Nazis and their
collaborators. German civilians and soldiers
were shown images and films of Nagzi
concentration camps (see Figure 6.8). German
civilians who lived near concentration camps
were forced to visit the sites to witness the
conditions there. In some cases they were
forced to bury bodies and to hand over some
of their possessions to help former prisoners.

Soon, however, the Allied powers decided

to hand responsibility for de-Nazification

to the Germans themselves. The Germans
carried out some more trials, but very few
people were convicted. According to historian
Mary Fulbrook, 99 per cent of people who
kiled Jews were never brought to trial. Many
returned to their homes and families. Many
others escaped to countries outside Europe.
Typically, perpetrators and collaborators from
across Europe were never made to face
responsibility for their actions.

6.3 Was there justice?

Figure 6.8 German prisoners of war, held in an
American hospital, are forced to watch a film showing
the terrible conditions in German concentration camps.

Source 6.9

The total number of persons convicted in the Federal

Republic [of Germany] for Nazi crimes was in itself fewer

even than the number employed at Auschwitz alone.
Mary Fulbrook, Holocaust scholar

Think about

Although rare, trials of Nazi criminals have
occurred recently. For example, in 2019, an

SS guard named Bruno Dey was tried for his
crimes. When the trial started, he was 93 years
old. Some people believe that people as old

as Bruno Dey should not be put on trial after
all these years. For the survivors, a trial ke
Bruno's is important. Why do you think these
trials are important for them? What is your
opinion on whether these trials should still
take place?

A

Centre for

Education

Now you have studied this unit, check your knowledge here:
s \yww.ucl.ac.uk/holocaust-education
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