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Map of England showing important towns in Saxon and Norman England and the places that the Normans built 

castles shortly after the conquest. When you read about towns and places, check where they areon this map. If you 

find any that are not marked on the map, you taecher will help you to add them 

Sources: We use some sources frequently this half term.  

Bayeax 
Tapestry 

We have no sources to tell us who made the Bayeux Tapestry; however, most scholars agree that 
it was made in Norman England, probably by Anglo-Saxon embroiderers. We do not know how 
many people were involved in creating the Tapestry. We think it would have been embroidered by 
women because all the surviving evidence demonstrates that only women in early medieval 
England embroidered. Most historioans agrree that Bishop Odo, William the Conqueror’s half-
brother, ordered the creation of the tapestry. 

William of  
Poiters 

William of Poitiers was born in Normandy in about 1030. After studying in Poitiers he served as a 
Norman knight. Later he became a priest and he William became friends with William, Duke of 
Normandy. When William became king of England in 1066 he invited William of Poitiers to 
become his personal priest. William's book, The History of William the Conqueror, was published 
in about 1073. 

Anglo Saxon 
Chronicle 

The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle is a collection of annals in Old English chronicling the history of the 
Anglo-Saxons. The original manuscript of the Chronicle was created late in the 9th century, 
probably in Wessex, during the reign of Alfred the Great (r. 871–899). Multiple copies were made 
of that one original and then distributed to monasteries across England, where they were 
independently updated. In one case, the Chronicle was still being actively updated in 1154. 

Orderic 
Vitalis 

Orderic Vitalis, near Shrewsbury, in 1075. His father, was a Norman and his mother was English.  
Vitalis used original documents, interviews and literary sources to write his history books. In his 
work he criticised the violence and greed of the Norman conquerors. He also attacked the English 
for being immoral who benefited from Norman rule.  
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Lesson 1 Do now! 

1. In which century is the year 1066? 

10th 

 
11th 12th 

 

2. Write in the correct name of the century next to these years: 

1428  

1716  

1215  

724  

 

3. To work out the century a year is in, you look at the first two digits of the year (if it is a four-digit year) and… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

4. 1066 is in what period of history? 

Middle Ages 
(Also known as the 
Medieval Period) 

500- 1500 
 

Early Modern Period 
1500-1700 

Industrial Period 
1700-1900 

Modern Period 
1900-present 

 

4. Which is the best description of the ‘Norman Conquest’? 

When people from Norway invaded 
England and took over 
 

When there was a rebellion in 
England and the rebels took over 

When people from a part of France 
invaded England and took over 

 

5. Historian Simon Schama wrote this about the Norman Conquest: “There are moments when history is unsubtle; 

when change arrives in violent rush, decisive, bloody, and traumatic. As a truck load of trouble” 

What is Simon Schama saying about the Norman Conquest? 

Sometimes it is very clear what happened in the past. 
The Normans were in a great hurry to cause as much 
damage as possible when they invaded England. They 
brought trucks with them which caused many problems  

Sometimes it is very clear what happened in the past. 
The changes caused by the Norman conquest happened 
very quickly and many people were hurt. The Normans 
caused a large amount of suffering when they came to 
England.  
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1. Did the Norman Conquest ‘bring a truckload of trouble to England’ after 1066?  

Causes of the Norman Conquest; the events of 1066 

Before we can answer our big question, we need know why the Normans wanted to invade England in 1066.  

 Watch the video clip until 2.31. The first time you watch the clip, watch and listen carefully. The second time 
you watch the clip. Answer the questions below.  

 

Who was crowned King of England in January 1066? 

Harold Godwinson Harald Hardrada William of Normandy 

Who invaded England in in September and was defeated at the Battle of Stamford Bridge? 

Harold Godwinson Harald Hardrada William of Normandy 

Who invaded England only 3 days later, landing his army in the south of England? 

Harold Godwinson Harald Hardrada William of Normandy 

Tick the things that happened next: 

William was a poor leader and 
wasn’t good at fighting 

William thought he should be king 
of England because Edward the 
Confessor has promised him the 
throne 

William thought he should be king, 
because Harold Godwinson had 
promised to support William being 
the next King 

Harold’s promised to support 
William, if he broke his promise 
Harold had to pay William a large 
amount of money 

Harold’s promised to support 
William, by swearing on holy objects 

William thought he should be king 
because he was the son of Edward 
the Confessor 

William was very angry when he 
found out Harold Godwinson had 
been crowned king. 

The Pope showed his support for 
William by giving him money and 
soldiers 

The Pope showed his support for 
William by giving him a special flag 
that meant William and his army 
believed God was on their side 

William had to wait to invade 
because the wind was blowing in 
the wrong direction  

Once he arrived in England William 
went straight to London 

Harold rushed south once he heard 
William had invaded. He was at a 
disadvantage because his men were 
very tired 

 

 Watch the video clip from 2.31 until the end. The first time you watch the clip, watch and listen carefully. The 
second time you watch the clip. Answer the questions below.  

 

Harold and William’s armies met near the town of Hastings. At 9 am on the 14th October 1066, the Battle of Hastings 

began. 

Tick the things that happened next: 

The English army was at the top of a 
hill. It was armed with axes and 
made a defensive line by locking 
shields 

The Normans had the same 
weapons as the English 

The Normans were armed with 
knights on horseback, archers and 
crossbows. 

The Normans were immediately 
successful at the start of the battle 

The Normans pretended to be 
scared and made fake retreats  

The English chased the Normans 
and were killed, this weakened the 
shield wall.  
 

William ordered his archers to aim 
higher, some arrows made it 
through the weakened shield wall 

We know for certain that Harold 
was shot in the eye with an arrow 

We know for certain that Harold 
was killed. William had won the 
Battle of Hastings. He was now 
known as William the Conqueror. 
He was crowned King of England on 
25th December 1066 
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 Check your understanding by answering the following questions. 

2. What happened next? Match the descriptions to the lines. 

 A. King Harold marched north and beat the Vikings 
at the battle of Stamford Bridge 

This is descibing line number… 

B. King Harold marched south but was beaten at 
the battle of Hastings. William became King of 
England 

This is descibing line number… 

C. Harald Hardraada invaded England with his 
Viking army. 

This is descibing line number… 

D. William of Normandy sailed to England while 
Harold Godwinson was in the North 

This is descibing line number… 

 

3. One reason that Harold Godwinson lost the Battle of Hastings was that he was at a disadvantage at the start of 
the battle. For example, some of his best fighters had already been killed and his army was already very tired. 
More specifically this was because… 
 

 

 

 
4. A reason William won the Battle of Hastings was that he had good luck with the weather, for example…. 
 

 

 

 
5. Another reason William won the Battle of Hastings was that he was a good leader. For example during the 
battle, he made good decisions that weakened the shield wall. More specifically…. 

 
 

 

 

6. How does the battle of Hastings agree with the view that the Normans brought a ‘truckload of trouble’ to 
England? 
 

 

 

 

 

Challenge! Answer these questions in your books. 
1. What do we learn about power and leaders in the Medieval Period from the events of 1066? 
2. What do we learn about the importance of religion in the Medieval Period from the events of 1066? 
3. What do we learn about ordinary people? 

 
1. In January 1066 the Witan chose __________________    _____________________ to be King of England 
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2. Did the Norman Conquest ‘bring a truckload of trouble to England’ after 1066? 

1. Rebellions 

Rebellion:  

Definition: When the people fight against the monarch in their country 

Explain: In other words…. 

 

 

Example: An example of a rebellion is… 

 

 

Illustrate: Draw a picture to show a rebellion. Or think of a metaphor; what would a rebellion look like if it 
happened in this classroom?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Causes of Rebellions 

1. Submission of the English earls and landowners (surrender and acceptance of William’s authority) 
Following his victory at the Battle of Hastings William met the remaining English earls at Berkhamsted. At this 
meeting, the English, including Edwin the Earl of Mercia and Morcar the Earl of Northumbria, submitted to 
William. This meant they had to give a large amount of money and hostages to prove their loyalty. Edwin, Morcar 
and the other nobles had no other option but to surrender, but they were angry that the land they had been 
allowed to keep was much smaller than it had been before. Owning less land meant the earls had less money and 
less power.  
 
 Any Saxon who had fought at Hastings forfeited their lands as punishment. This means they had their lands taken 
away. This also meant that William could reward his follows who had fought for him at Hastings. This made the 
Norman nobles happy and meant they would be loyal to William. However, in 1067 the Anglo Saxon Chronicle 
reported that ‘William gave away everyone’s land’ 

 

Everybody writes. Complete the sentences  

English earls had to submit to William, in other words…. 

 

 

As part of the submission William took hostages, he did this because…  

 

 

Submitting to William was a cause of rebellions because…  

 

 

 

Earls like Edwin and Morcar had less land then they had previously, this meant they rebelled because…  
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2. Bad government: In 1067 William returned to Normandy and left his brother and best friend in charge. 
Odo of Bayeux and William Fitzosbern ruled England while William was in Normandy. William of Poitiers wrote 
this about their leadership: “They burned with a desire to keep the people in peace. So that fierce enemies may be 
corrected and brought into friendship”. 

 

 

 

William raised a heavy geld in 1066, he did this because… 

 

 

 

 

This suggest the Saxons rebelled because… 

 

 

 

 

The Anglo Saxon Chronicle says that ‘William gave away everyone’s land’, this suggests Saxons rebelled because… 

 

 

 

 

“They burned with a desire to keep everyone in peace” this suggest that…. 

 

 

“So that fierce enemies may be corrected and brought into friendship”, I can infer that… 

 

 

 

Orderic Vitalis wrote:  ‘Odo and Fitzsosbern did not listen to the reasonable pleas of Englishmen. When their 
soldiers were guilty of plunder and rape they protected them by force’ 

 

“Odo and Fitzsosbern did not listen to the reasonable pleas of Englishmen” This suggests that…. 

 

 

“When their soldiers were guilty of plunder and rape they protected them by force” in other words… 

 

 

Who’s account do you trust more, William of Poitier’s or Orderic Vitalis’. Why? 

 

 

 

 

This source suggests the Saxons rebelled because… 

 

 

 

 

3. Taxes: William raised a very high amount of tax in 1066. He needed money to pay the soldiers who had 
fought for him at Hastings. It is likely that the Saxons taken as hostages back to Normandy would have seen this 
money being taken back to Normandy to be spent there. This spending would not benefit Englishmen. Taxes in 
the Saxon period were called ‘gelds’. William kept this name. ‘Tax’ is a French word that gradually replaced 
‘geld’. 
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4. Castles: The English detested castles. The local population were forced to build castles. Often many homes 
were destroyed to make room for castles, sometimes hundreds of families lost their homes. The Saxons also 
hated castles because the Normans used them as jails, courts and barracks for soldiers. They were a symbol of 
oppression. In other words, when a Saxon saw a castle he was reminded that the Normans were in charge and 
controlled England. See the map of England to see how many castles the Normans built. 

 

  1. A cause of rebellion was that English Earls had to submit to William? They had to… 

Keep fighting against William 
 

Surrender to William and agree that 
he had authority as King of England 

Join Williams’s army and fight 
against rebels 

2. A cause of rebellion was that many Saxons had to forfeit their land. This meant… 

They had to give up the land to 
William as punishment 

They had to rent their land to  
William 

They to pay William rent to keep 
their land 

3. Saxon earls rebelled because of harsh government by Odo and Fitzosbern, What did they do? 

Increased taxes by a large amount 
 

Did not listen to the Saxons and 
allowed their soldiers to steal 

Ordered castles to be built 

4.  Saxon earls rebelled because of high taxes. Why did William increase taxes in 1067? 

To pay his army and to take money 
back to Normandy 

To bribe Saxons to be loyal To pay for a war against Scotland 

5. Saxon Earls rebelled because they hated castles. Which of these reasons is FALSE? 

Saxon castles were destroyed to 
make room for Norman castles. 

Local people were forced to build 
castles and often homes were 
destroyed to make room for them  

Castles were obvious signs of 
Norman power and control over the 
Saxons 

6.   Did the Norman Conquest ‘bring a truckload of trouble to England’ after 1066? 

Evidence that agrees Evidence that disagrees 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 Challenge! Answer these questions in your books. 
1. What do we learn about power and leaders in the Medieval Period from this lesson? 
3. What do we learn about ordinary people? 

 

 

The Normans built many castles across England, the English hated castles because… 

 

 

 

 

This suggest the Saxons rebelled because… 
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3. Did the Norman Conquest ‘bring a truckload of trouble to England’ after 1066? 

1. Rebellions 

Consequences of the Rebellions 

Important events have consequences. This means cause change to happen. Here are some useful words for thinking 

about changes caused by the Norman Conquest 

 

William’s aim was to punish the people in the North who had supported Morcar and Edwin’s rebellions. In addition, 

to make sure that no future rebel army would be able to supply itself to rebel against him.  

 

The land was devastated, in other words, people and animals were killed, crops destroyed, the towns and villages 

burned down. Orderic Vitalis wrote; “in his anger William ordered that all crops and herds, possessions and food of 

every kind should be brought together and burnt to ashes” 

This suggests that… 

 

 

Words for the rate, extent, nature of this change:  

 

Because… 
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Williams’s devastation of the north became known as the ‘Harrying of the North’. Harrying is an ancient word 

meaning to meaning to harass or bully. Historians estimate that 150,000 people died as a result of the Harrying of 

the North. Some murdered by the Normans, but many more by the famine that followed. The events of the Harrying 

are supported by a number of sources. 

John of Worcester wrote: “the Harrying caused a famine so severe people ate cats and dogs as well as human flesh”  

I can infer that… 

 

 

Detail that tells me this 

 

 

 

Simeon of Durham said “people sold themselves into slavery to ensure they were fed”  

This suggests that… 

 

 

 

Words for the rate, extent, nature of these changes:  

 

Because… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lots of land in north is described in the Domesday Book as ‘waste’, meaning that William’s soldiers had devastated 

the land. Any English survivors left the area, as there were not enough people to farm the land. This meant survival 

was not possible because there were not enough people to grow food. A century later the ruins of whole villages 

were still visible. So many people had died or left that hundreds of villages were totally abandoned.  

Over 80% of ‘waste’ recorded in the Domesday Book for the whole country was in Yorkshire.  

This suggests that… 

 

 

 

William confessed on his deathbed “I fell on the English of the Northern shires like a ravening lion”  

Ravening = hungry 

This suggests that… 

 

 

 

Words for the rate, extent, nature of these changes:  

 

Because… 

 

 

 

 

 



13 
 

 

Orderic Vitalis wrote  “My narrative has frequently had occasions to praise William, but for this act which 

condemned the innocent and guilty alike to die by slow starvation I cannot commend him. I declare that such a 

brutal slaughter cannot remain unpunished. For the almighty Judge watches over high and low alike; and will punish 

wrongdoing.  

I can infer that that: 

 

 

 

 

Details that tell me this: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. The Harrying of the North describes when… 

William defeated Harold Godwinson 
at the Battle of Hastings 
 

William devastated the North as 
revenge for rebellions 

William increased taxes and built 
castles 

2. When an area was devastated by William and his army, what happened to that area? 

All the crops were burnt, the 
animals killed and villages 
destroyed. Any Saxon who resisted 
was murdered 
 

Castles were built so Norman 
soldiers had a base to attack locals 
and to keep prisoners 

Taxes were increased to such a high 
level that no one could afford food 
or shelter. 

3.  Which of these statements is FALSE 

Some English people were 
murdered by the Normans during 
the Harrying of the North 
 

1500 people were killed as a result 
of the Harrying of the North 

Many more English people died 
after the Harrying of the North. The 
destruction of food cased a famine.   

4. Why were many villages in the north marked as ‘waste’ in the Domesday Book? 

They had been abandoned. No one 
lived there anymore or farmed the 
land  
 

All the people in the village were 
murdered immediately by the 
Normans 

William made people leave the 
village because he took ownership 
of the land 

5. Which county had 80% of all the ‘waste’ land in the whole of England? This shows how destructive the Harrying 
was in this area 

Lancashire 
 

Essex Yorkshire 

6. Give examples of a social change caused by the Harrying of the North 
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7. Give examples of physical changes caused by the harrying of the North 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8.Give examples of economic changes caused by the Harrying of the North  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9.   Did the Norman Conquest ‘bring a truckload of trouble to England’ after 1066? 

Evidence that agrees Evidence that disagrees 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
10. Which other words explain the changes caused by the Harrying of the North? Tick those that apply 

Small 
 

revolutionary massive cruel political 

Evolutionary 
 

rapid isolated widespread Gradual 

Dramatic 
 

minor forgiving striking slight 

Vengeful 
 

slow cataclysmic kind quick 

Cultural  Strategic Structural physical Continuity 
 

 

 Challenge! Answer these questions in your books. 
1. Can you think of any other words to describe the rate, nature and extent of change caused by the Harrying of 
the north? Explain why you have chosen these words  
2. What do we learn about power and leaders in the Medieval Period from this lesson? 
3. What do we learn about ordinary people? 
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4 and 5; Did the Norman Conquest ‘bring a truckload of trouble to England’ after 1066? 

2. Buildings and language 

1. Castles 

From the very moment of their arrival, Normans built castles. The often took the form of ‘motte and bailey’ castles. 

A giant mound of earth with a wooden tower on top (motte) linked to a larger enclosure to protect other buildings 

the castle needed (bailey). An Englishman who left England in 1066 and returned in 1100 would have found much of 

it literally unrecognisable.  

 

 

Describe the motte: 

 

 

 

Describe the purpose of the motte: 

 

 

 

Describe the bailey: 

 

 

 

Describe the purpose of the bailey: 

 

 

 

Select another part of the castle and describe it: 

 

 

 

Describe the purpose of this part of the castle: 
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Castles were a new type of building and were very different to the Saxon burgh and hall. Castle is a French word. 

From the English point of view, castles went hand in hand with cruelty.  The local population were forced to build 

them. Hundreds of homes were often demolished to make way for them 

The Domesday Book records that in Lincoln, “1666 houses were destroyed on account of the castle”. 

I can infer that… 

 

 

 

Words for the rate, extent, nature of these changes:  

 

Because… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

They served as bases for Norman soldiers to oppress the Saxons. In other words, to dominate the Saxons and show 

them who was in charge. For example Norman soldiers would ride out and attack Saxons who were resisting paying 

tax, soldiers plundered and committed violence simply to keep the Saxons scared of the Normans. 

Orderic Vitalis wrote, “they built castles far and wide throughout the land oppressing the unhappy people and things 

went ever from bad to worse.” 

This suggests that… 

 

 

The English hated castles as the bases of their oppressors. Yet castles allowed the Normans to keep peace and order. 

Anglo Saxon Chronicle “any honest man cold travel over his kingdom without injury, his purse full of gold, no man 

dared kill another” 

This suggests that… 

 

 

Why is this part of the Anglo Saxon Chronicle likely to be true? (Think about the author) 

 

 

Words for the rate, extent, nature of these changes:  

 

Because… 

 

 

 

 

 

Words for the rate, extent, nature of these changes:  

 

Because… 
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1. What type of castle did the Normans build when the first conquered England 

Stone keep castle 
 

Motte and bailey castle Concentric walled castle 

2.  The Saxons hated castles. Which of these reasons is FALSE.  

Hundreds of Saxon homes were 
destroyed to make room for castles 
and Saxons were forced to work on 
building them 
 

The Saxons saw castles as symbols 
of Norman’s power and control. 
Castles were used as bases to attack 
Saxons 

Castles were built on the site of 
Saxon cathedrals  

3.  However in what way did castles benefit everyone? 

Castles provided a place for soldiers 
to live 
 

Castles helped the Normans to 
collect taxes 

Allowed Normans to keep law and 
order. Castles were where criminals 
were put on trial and executed. 
 

4. Give examples of a political changes caused by the building of castles 

 

 

 

5. Give examples of a physical changes caused by the building of castles 

 

 

 

6. Give examples of building of castles being a widespread change 

 

 

 

 

7.  Did the Norman Conquest ‘bring a truckload of trouble to England’ after 1066? 

Evidence that agrees Evidence that disagrees 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

8. Which other words explain the changes caused by the building of castles? Tick those that apply 

Small 
 

revolutionary massive cruel political 

Evolutionary 
 

rapid isolated widespread Gradual 

Dramatic 
 

minor forgiving striking slight 

Vengeful 
 

slow cataclysmic kind quick 

Cultural  
 

Strategic Structural physical continuity 
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2. Cathedrals 

 

A cathedral is very large church for a bishop. Within 50 years of 1066 every English cathedral had been demolished 

and rebuilt in the continental Norman style. This style was named Romanesque in 1819 because it copied elements 

of Roman architecture, especially round arches.  

 

These new cathedrals were not welcomed by the Saxons. Relics associated with Saxon saints were not treated with 

respect. A Norman Abbot, named Wari, took the bones of Saxon saints from boxes on the altar and threw them out 

of the front door. 

Wulfstan, the bishop of Worcester was the only English bishop to survive the Norman Conquest. All the other English 

bishops were replaced.  

Bishop Wufstan wept as the Saxon cathedral at Worcester was demolished; he said “We strive to pile up stones while 

neglecting souls”  strive = try hard. 

I can infer that… 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

1. How many English cathedrals did the Normans demolish and replace? 

All of them  
 

50 of them  10 of them 

2.  Why were the Saxons angry that the Normans had destroyed their cathedrals?  Which of these reasons is 
FALSE.  

Normans mistreated the relics of 
Saxon saints 
 

All the Saxon bishops had to learn 
French 

Normans demolished Saxon holy 
buildings and replaced them with 
their own 

3.  What name is given to the style of cathedrals that the Normans built? 

Normanesque 
 

Saxonesque Romanesque 

4. Give examples of a cultural changes caused by the building of cathedrals 

 

 

 

 

5. Give examples of a physical changes caused by the building of cathedral 

 

 

 

 

Words for the rate, extent, nature of these changes:  

 

Because… 
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6. Give examples that prove the building of cathedrals was a widespread change 

 

 

 

 

7.  Did the Norman Conquest ‘bring a truckload of trouble to England’ after 1066? 

Evidence that agrees Evidence that disagrees 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

7. Which other words explain the changes caused by the building cathedrals? Tick those that apply 

Small 
 

revolutionary massive cruel political 

Evolutionary 
 

rapid isolated widespread Gradual 

Dramatic 
 

minor forgiving striking slight 

Vengeful 
 

slow cataclysmic kind quick 

Cultural  
 

Strategic Structural physical continuity 

 

3. Language 

 

English unusual for European Languages at the time because it was written down in chronicles and even legal 

documents called writs. In 1070, use for English for this stopped and all legal documents were written in Latin 

 

Great division was introduced by language. The language of the Norman rulers was French, the language of their 

Saxon subjects was English. English was still used for administration and recording, but the use of French by rulers 

did have consequences. The problem of pronouncing certain English words meant the names of places changed e.g 

Snotingham into Nottingham, Dunholm into Durham, Shipton into Skipton and Yarrow became Jarrow. 

 

Language of laws changed to include more French words e.g contract, agreement, master, servant, crime, treason, 

money, payment. In total, the Normans introduced 10,000 words to England 

 

Words for the rate, extent, nature of these changes:  

 

Because… 
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1. Before the Normans, legal documents called writs were written in English. What language did the Normans use 

to write writs? 

English  French  Latin 

2. Why did the Normans change the names of English towns? 

Norman’s could not pronounce 

English place names 

Normans renamed every place 

where they built castles 

Normans replaced English place 

names with French ones. 

3. How many French words entered the English language because of the Norman Conquest? 

1000 100,000 10,000 

4. Give examples of three French words that entered the English language 

1. 2. 3.  

5. Which county had 80% of all the ‘waste’ land in the whole of England? This shows how destructive the Harrying 

was in this area 

Lancashire Essex Yorkshire 

6. Give examples of a cultural changes caused by changes to language 

 

 

 

 

7. Give examples of a political changes caused by changes to language 

 

 

 

 

8. Did the Norman Conquest ‘bring a truckload of trouble to England’ after 1066? 

Evidence that agrees Evidence that disagrees 

  

  

  

  

  

  

9. Which other words explain the changes to language? Tick those that apply 

Small revolutionary massive cruel political 

Evolutionary rapid isolated widespread Gradual 

Dramatic minor forgiving striking slight 

Vengeful slow cataclysmic kind quick 

Cultural  Strategic Structural physical continuity 
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However, many English words remained. Especially the words of ordinary workers and their work. For example, pig, 

cow and sheep are of Old English origin, while their counterparts pork, beef and mutton come from the more refined 

French speaking Normans.  Words for animals, while they are out in the fields, originate from Old English. Their 

cooked and served counterpart originate from French.  Most of our words for the days of the week are rooted in Old 

English. Four of them are named after Saxon gods. Like the Vikings and the Greeks, the Anglo-Saxons believed in 

many gods before the arrival of Christianity.  

The king of the Anglo-Saxon gods was Woden, a German version of the Viking god Odin, who had two pet wolves 

and a horse with eight legs. Other gods were Thunor, god of thunder; Frige, goddess of the earth and the harvest, 

she was married to Woden and their son was Thunor; and Tiw, god of war. These four Anglo-Saxon gods gave their 

names to the days of the week. Tiw’s day became Tuesday, Woden’s day - Wednesday, Thunor’s day - Thursday and 

Frige’s day - Friday. 

 

 

 

1. Why did many English words remain? Which statement is false? 

Words for work and animals 
remained in English e.g. cow  

Most of the days of the week are 
named after Roman gods 
 

Words for cooked meant eaten by 
Norman rulers changed e.g. beef 

2. Which Saxon gods are these days of the week named after? 

Wednesday Thursday Friday 
 

3. Give examples of a cultural continuity  

 

 

4. Did the Norman Conquest ‘bring a truckload of trouble to England’ after 1066? 

Evidence that agrees Evidence that disagrees 

  

  

  

5. Which words explain the continuity of language? Tick those that apply 

Small 
 

revolutionary massive cruel political 

Evolutionary 
 

rapid isolated widespread Gradual 

Dramatic 
 

minor forgiving striking slight 

Vengeful 
 

slow cataclysmic kind quick 

Cultural  Strategic 
 

Structural physical continuity 

Words for the rate, extent, nature of these continuities:  

 

Because… 
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6 and 7: Did the Norman Conquest ‘bring a truckload of trouble to England’ after 1066? 

Chapter 3; Laws 

1. Murdrum Law 

The Normans lived in constant fear of rebellion. Immediately after the conquest, Normans were worried that 

Englishmen, given half the chance, would slaughter the Normans once their backs were turned. Evidence that this 

fear was real is the introduction of the Murdrum Law. If a Norman was found murdered, the Lord of the murderer 

had to find the culprit within five days or face a huge fine. If this did not work, the fine was transferred to the local 

community. The aim of this law was to deter the community from giving anonymity to killers of Normans and to 

deter murderers. 

One monk who refused to follow the instructions of his French Abbott was asked ‘Would you kill your Abbott? 

‘Certainly I would if I could’ replied the monk. He was punished by being tied naked to the abbey door and whipped 

in view of the public and forced from the city 

I can infer that… 

 

 

Detail that tells me this: 

 

 

 

 

2. Forest Law 

William introduced the concept of ‘the forest’ into England. The word did not exist in English before the conquest. 

The word forest comes from the Latin ‘foris’ meaning ‘outside of access for ordinary people’. This meant the forests 

were areas of land reserved for the king. William loved hunting and so left the land to grow wild with trees so he 

could hunt deer. That the land and all of the living things inside it belonged to the King was a law that was strictly 

enforced. 

William created many forests, the most famous being the New Forest in Hampshire (it’s still called this toady even 

though it’s not new anymore). Saxons suffered greatly because of the creation of forests. Whole villages were 

destroyed so that the New Forest could be created. The Domesday Book shows that William added 20,000 acres to 

the New Forest (1 acre = about the size of a football pitch). This led to the destruction of 20 villages; home to about 

2000 people. Before the Forest Law Saxons could hunt animals for food. The introduction of the Forest Law can a 

new crime; poaching. Poaching was the crime of hunting animals in the king’s forests. Punishments severely for 

hunting in the King’s Forest were severe: 

Anglo Saxon Chronicle said, “Whoever slew a hart or hind should be made blind”.    

Hart = male deer, hind = female deer 

This suggests… 

Words for the rate, extent, nature of these changes:  

 

Because… 
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1. Which law created forests that were the property of the King? 

Murdrum Law Poaching 
 

Forest Law 

2. Which law meant the local community had to pay a fine if a Norman was murdered? 

Murdrum Law Poaching 
 

Forest Law 

3. What crime was created by the Forest Law? 

Treason Poaching 
 

Heresy 

4. Give examples of a political changes caused by changes to laws 

 

 

 

5. Give examples of a physical changes caused by changes to laws 

 

 

 

6. Did the Norman Conquest ‘bring a truckload of trouble to England’ after 1066? 

Evidence that agrees Evidence that disagrees 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

7. Which words explain these changes to laws? Tick those that apply 

Small 
 

revolutionary massive cruel political 

Evolutionary 
 

rapid isolated widespread Gradual 

Dramatic 
 

minor forgiving striking slight 

Vengeful 
 

slow cataclysmic kind quick 

Cultural  Strategic 
 

Structural physical continuity 

 

Words for the rate, extent, nature of these changes:  

 

Because… 
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3. Domesday Book 

The Domesday Book is one of the most famous documents in English history and definitely the largest. It is the most 

important document in English history because of the large amount of information it contains about the whole 

country. It is an investigation of land ownership across the whole Kingdom. This has produced the single greatest 

description of pre-industrial society anywhere in the world. The surveyors who collected the information asked 

theses questions about each piece of land.  

• What was the manor called?  

• Who held it in the time of Edward the Confessor?  

• Who holds it now?  

• How many hides of land are there? ( hide = enough land to support one family, approximately 30 football 

pictures) 

• How much was it worth then?  

• How much is it worth now?  

In total, the number of people interviewed to gather information for the book may have totalled 60,000 people. 

 

William of Poitiers: “this book is called by the natives Domesday- that is by metaphor the Day of Judgement (the Day 

of Judgement at the end of time, when everybody will be judged by God.) 

The nickname ‘Domesday’ suggests that… 

 

 

 

 

The purpose of the Domesday Book was to prove the ownership of all the land throughout the kingdom. The book 

listed all the land that had previously belonged to Saxon Lords and proved that it now was owned by William or 

Norman Lords.  Out of the 1000 biggest landowners, only 13 were English. Domesday Book reveals a disastrous 

change to the composition of England’s’ ruling class with Normans replacing English lords in almost every town and 

village. By 1086, just 200 Norman nobles owned half the land in England.   

 

 

4. Structure of society 

 

The Normans had little or no written law, they had everything to learn from the English lords and laws. The names of 

the people in charge changed but the organisations did not. The hundred, the shire, the tithing were the same. Taxes 

were raised in the same way. The coin makers were still English, as the Normans did not know how to make coins. 

Writs were issued in the same way. The witan or parliament of main landowners still existed. The structure of the 

country remained the same. Some Historians say that Norman feudalism, based on an oath promising military 

service in return for land, was a massive change. However, in England land had always been held in return for 

military service. The words of the oath might have been different but the structure remained the same. 

 

Words for the rate, extent, nature of these changes:  

 

Because… 
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About 10% of the population of Anglo Saxon England were slaves. At the time in Welsh, Scots, Anglo Saxon and 
Viking  society it was common practice the raid other kingdoms for slaves and to trade in slaves with other kingdoms. 
.William ended the slave trade, but not slavery. As a result, slavery eventually died out.  
 
In the writ called ‘The laws of William the Conqueror’ it says. ‘I prohibit the sale of any man by another outside the 
country”.    Prohibit = ban 
 

In can infer… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. What information did the Domesday Book contain? 

Information about who owned land 
and how much the mad was worth 
  

Information about the sins everyone 
had committed 
 

Information about the tax everyone 
paid 

2. What was the purpose of the Domesday Book? 

To record crimes To work out how much tax should 
be paid 
 

To prove who owned land 

3. The structure of society remained the same. Which one of these statements is false? 

The Anglo Saxon structure of land 
being given in return for military 
service stayed the same 

William continued the Saxon 
practice of trading slaves 
 

The lords changed from Norman to 
Saxon 

4. Give examples of a cultural changes caused by changes to society 

 

 

 

 

5. Give examples of a political changes caused by changes to society  

 

 

 

 

Words for the, extent, nature of these changes/continuities:  

 

Because… 

 

 

 

 

 

Words for the rate extent, nature of these changes:  

 

Because… 
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6. Did the Norman Conquest ‘bring a truckload of trouble to England’ after 1066? 

Evidence that agrees Evidence that disagrees 

  

  

  

  

7. Which other words explain the changes/continuities to society? Tick those that apply 

Small 
 

revolutionary massive cruel political 

Evolutionary 
 

rapid isolated widespread Gradual 

Dramatic 
 

minor forgiving striking slight 

Vengeful 
 

slow cataclysmic kind quick 

Cultural  Strategic 
 

Structural physical continuity 
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Learning Ladder 

I can…. Prove it! 

Identify events relating to the Norman Conquest 
 

1. List 4 reasons why William won the Battle of Hastings 
2. List 4 reasons why Saxons rebelled against the 
Normans 
3. List 3 consequences of the Harrying of the North   
4. List 3 consequences of the Norman’s building castles 
5. List 3 consequences of the Norman’s building 
cathedrals 
6. List 3 changes to language as a result of the conquest 
7. List 2 continuities in language 
8.List 4 changes to law and society 

Describe events relating to the Norman Conquest 

Saxons rebelled because of lost land. For example, 
Edwin and Morcar earls of Mercia and Northumbria. 
More specifically, they had to submit to William by 
giving his hostages and William took some of their 
land away. This meant that the earls were angry 
because land was linked to land and power. William’s 
actions had caused them to lose money and power 

1.. Describe 4 reasons why Saxons rebelled against the 
Normans 
2. Describe 3 consequences of the Harrying of the North   
3. Describe 3 consequences of the Norman’s building 
castles 
4. Describe 3 consequences of the Norman’s building 
cathedrals 
5. Describe 3 changes to language as a result of the 
conquest 
6. Describe 2 continuities in language 
7. Describe  4 changes to law and society 

Explain the rate, nature and extent of changes caused  

The nature of this change was political and economic, 
because more land in England was controlled by 
Normans than Saxons and this caused Edwin and 
Morcar to lose money and power 

For each of the questions 1-7 above, identify and explain 
the rate, nature and extent of change 

Evaluate an historian’s interpretation of the Norman 
Conquest 

 
 
 
 
 

Overall, how far do you agree with Schama’s 
interpretation of the Norman Conquest? 
 
Overall I agree with Schama’s interpretation of the 
Norman conquest to a large/certain/small extent. Whilst 
Schama is right to argue that the conquest caused 
‘violence and a truckload of trouble’, such as… 
However, This ignores the fact that… 
Schama is also right to say that the Normans wiped 
‘custom, language, laws, loyalty”, for example… 
However, this overlooks the continuities in these areas 
from Saxon times, such as… 
Therefore, I agree to a large/certain/small extent 
because… 

Say a lot about a little, try and include at least 

three details.  

• For example…More specifically…. This meant 

that… 

Use the change and continuity words. 

• The rate/nature/extent of this change was … 

because… 

1. Summarise you overall opinion about 

Schama’s interpretation of the Norman 

conquest 

2. Summarise the evidence that agrees with 

Schama 

3. Summarise the evidence that disagrees with 

Schama 

4. Explain your overall opinion of Schama’s 

interpretation 
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Glossary of Academic Vocabulary 

Word Definition Because But So 

feign If you feign an emotion, illness, etc, you 
pretend to have it: 

Because the Normans feigned retreats, 
some Saxons chased them and this 
weakened the shield wall 

The Saxon shield wall was strong, but it was 
weakened by the Normans feigned retreats 

The Saxon Shield wall was holding firm, so 
William ordered feigned retreats to tempt the 
Saxons down the hill 

rebellion     

submission Surrender and acceptance of William’s 
authority 

 
 
 
 
 
 

   

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

  
 
 
 
 
 

   

Continue in the back of your exercise book 
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