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Colour code the statements to show why the First World War is so significant according to the ‘5Rs’. 

 

Remembered 

Do we still think about the 

event today? 

 

Resonant 

Do the events move us in 

some way? 

 

Results 

Were the consequences of 

the event important in 

bringing about change? 

Revealing 

Do the events tell us 

something special about 

the time? 

Remarkable 

Were the events different 

or radical for the time? 

 

Every year, on 11 November, we 

commemorate those who died in the war with 

silence, ceremonies and parades. 

Technological advances that happened during 

and after the First World War changed the 

nature of warfare forever. 

Britain and its Empire’s entry into the war 

made this a truly global conflict fought on a 

geographical scale never seen before. Fighting 

occurred not only on the Western Front, but 

in eastern and south-east Europe, Africa and 

the Middle East. 

The conflict took place in the 20th century 

and so photographs of people and places lost 

in the war bring the past to life as we 

recognise our world in them. 

Stories of the First World War are fascinating 

and are often the subject of films, books and 

TV series. 

The causes of the war tell us that the early 

20th century was a time of tension, 

competition and nationalist sentiment. 

Medical advances and plastic surgery 

developed to help veterans who had been 

injured during the war. 

Women worked in factories and on the land to 

keep countries running on the home front. In 

the UK, Women over the age of 30 were 

rewarded by being given the vote as an 

acknowledgment of this work. 

Poppies are sold by the British Legion to raise 

money for people affected by war. 



Why is the First World War so significant? 

© www.teachit.co.uk 2021 107586 Page 2 of 4 

 

Remembered 

Do we still think about the 

event today? 

 

Resonant 

Do the events move us in 

some way? 

 

Results 

Were the consequences of 

the event important in 

bringing about change? 

Revealing 

Do the events tell us 

something special about 

the time? 

Remarkable 

Were the events different 

or radical for the time? 

 

The Triple Entente created a ‘winner’s club’. 

Germany was punished harshly and made to 

take the blame for the First World War, pay 

for the damage and keep their own country 

without a significant military. This created 

the climate for the Second World War. 

Nearly every city, town and village in the UK 

has a war memorial to local people who died 

during the First World War and other 

conflicts. 

Over 65 million men volunteered, or were 

conscripted, to fight in mass citizen armies. 

Governments organised wartime economies on 

a mass scale for the time. 

John McCrae was inspired by the sight of 

poppies growing in battle-scarred fields to 

write a now famous poem called 'In Flanders 

Fields'. After the First World War, the poppy 

was adopted as a symbol of Remembrance. 

It is estimated that around 16 million people 

(military and civilian) died during the First 

World War. This had social, political and 

economic consequences when the war ended. 

Nearly everyone has some kind of connection 

to the First World War – a relative who died, a 

family member who worked on the land or in 

a factory, the story of a great uncle that gets 

passed down. These stories make us feel 

connected to the past. 

Trench warfare was vastly different from the 

way that wars were fought in the past. The 

war attrition was something completely new 

and unique to the First World War. 

Many of the people who fought in the war 

were young and the idea of ‘a generation lost’ 

makes us think about the devastation of war. 

There are monuments to commemorate the 

work of women, animals and soldiers in the 

First World War all over the world. 
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commemorate those who died in the war with 

silence, ceremonies and parades. 

Technological advances that happened during 

and after the First World War changed the 

nature of warfare forever. 

Britain and its Empire’s entry into the war 

made this a truly global conflict fought on a 

geographical scale never seen before. Fighting 

occurred not only on the Western Front, but 

in eastern and south-east Europe, Africa and 

the Middle East. 

The conflict took place in the 20th century 

and so photographs of people and places lost 

in the war bring the past to life as we 

recognise our world in them. 

Stories of the First World War are fascinating 

and are often the subject of films, books and 

TV series. 

The causes of the war tell us that the early 

20th century was a time of tension, 

competition and nationalist sentiment. 

Medical advances and plastic surgery 

developed to help veterans who had been 

injured during the war. 

Women worked in factories and on the land to 

keep countries running on the home front. In 

the UK, Women over the age of 30 were 

rewarded by being given the vote as an 

acknowledgment of this work. 

Poppies are sold by the British Legion to raise 

money for people affected by war. 
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