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Watch the documentary Days that shook the world: Assassination of Franz Ferdinand 

available on YouTube, in parts, beginning here: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-

E6e8BW0l-E (or search ‘Assassination of Franz Ferdinand’ to find the clips). 

Then, work your way through the following tasks.  They progress in difficulty from 

testing your memory to testing your evaluation skills in History! 

Task 1 – Memory/knowledge 

 

The terrorists were from  ............... .They belonged to a group called the  ..............  

Hand.  They planned to assassinate  ..............   ..................... , the heir to the 

throne of Austria- ................... .  They hated Serbia being under Austrian  ............ . 

The Black Hand planned to kill Franz Ferdinand when he went on a tour of  ............... . 

Franz Ferdinand did not want any  ....................  to protect him on the tour.  He also 

wanted the top of his  .............  down so people would see him.  One terrorist threw a 

 ............. , but it bounced off Franz Ferdinand’s car.  Franz Ferdinand went to the 

 ......................  to visit the people injured by the bomb. 

 

On the way back, the car’s driver went the wrong way.  .................  was waiting 

outside a café when the car pulled up in front of him.  He pulled out his gun and 

 ............  Franz Ferdinand and his wife.  They both  ..........  on their way to hospital. 

 .................. -Hungary was outraged that Serbia had killed its heir to the throne.  It 

decided to declare war. 

Missing words: 

 Franz Ferdinand Serbia shot car Austria 

 Hungary Bosnia hospital bomb 

 Black soldiers rule Princip died 
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Task 2 - Comprehension 

What reasons did the Black Hand have for 
wanting to assassinate Franz Ferdinand? 

What were the Black Hand’s aims? 

  

What could have prevented the 
assassination? 

What were the immediate consequences of 
the assassination? 

  

 
Task 3 - Application 

Write a newspaper report from 29 June 1914 which explains the events of the day before 
and comments on why this might be an event of international significance. 
 
Task 4 – Analysis 

Can you explain how each of the following factors contributed to the outbreak of war in 
Europe?  Write a few sentences for each; 
 

 an arms race (militarism) 
 competition between empires (imperialism) 
 alliances 
 nationalism 
 the assassination of Franz Ferdinand. 

 
Task 5 – Synthesis 

Can you explain how any of the above causes of war were connected/linked to one 
another? 
 
Task 6 - Evaluation 

What do you think was the most important cause of WWI?  You may wish to argue that a 
number of connected causes were jointly responsible, but you should explain this as 
much as possible using your knowledge of the events.  You might find some of the 
following terms useful in structuring your answer: 
 

factors long term short term   

trigger  linked evidence effects 

 


