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Scanned with CamScanner




s of the peacemakers in 1919
aders of ’Bri.ta'in (Lloyd George), France (Clemenceau) and the USA
d in Paris in January 1919 to draw up a treaty, they were already

ander pressure to deal :severely with Germany. The people of the victorious
countries. pamcularl)’ in France and Britain, felt strongly that Germany was

msponsible for the war and should be punished.
There was also a strong feeling that Germany should pay for all the damage and
destruction caused by the war. Apart from the USA, all of the countries that had
ere exhausted. Their economies and their industries were
killed or injured on both sides.

fought in the war w
in a bad state. Millions of young men had been

Total British and French casualties, killed or injured, probably amounted to over
9 million. Ordinary civilians had faced shortages of food and medicine. Villages
and towns in large areas of Belgium and France had been devastated. Illness and

disease was commonplace.

The aim
when the le

ilson) arrive

As soon as the Paris Peace Conference began, there was disagreement about what

the Conference was aiming to do:

e Some felt that the aim was to punis

® Others felt that the aim was to cripp.
another war.

® Many felt that the point of the C

® Others believed that the aim of t

- lasting peace.

resident Wilson (USA)

Alson
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1l world from the ruins of the Great

h Germany.
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reward the winning countries.
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ablish a just and
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uild a better and more
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War. This is partia
ushed around. He refused
Allies so that he could put pressure on them to
hat Germany should be punished. Hf)wgver,
any should not be to© harsh. His view

e day it would recover and want
the defeated nation O

_deas. Wilson did believe t
eved that the treaty with Germ
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d peace. In January

hieve worl )
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fourteenth. In this he proposed the setting uP

LEAGUE OF NATIONS.

in SELF-DETERMINATION (the idea that nations shoul
different peoples ©

1e§d by others). He wanted the
, Czechs and Slovaks) to rule themselves rather t
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FACTFILE
The Paris Peace Conference,

1919-20

e The Conference took place in the
Palace of Versailles (a short distance
from Paris).

@ Thirty-two nations were supposed to
be represented, but no one from the
defeated countries was invited.

@ Five treaties were drawn up at the
Conference. The main one was the
Treaty of Versailles which dealt with
Germany. The other treaties dealt
with Germany'’s allies.

@ The important decisions on
Germany's fate were taken by the
'Big Three": Clemencea, Lloyd
George and Wilson.

@ The Big Three were supported by
many diplomats and expert advisers,
but they often ignored their advice.

e The Big Three got on badly from the

start and relations between them got

worse throughout the Conference.

SOURCE 2
President Wilson in 1918.
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know | am an American

ly idealist nation in

Sometimes pé:
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the world.

Austria and Italy to be adjusted.
NATION for the peoples of eastern Europe
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Section B: Wide

[PROFILE|

Georges Clemenceau (Prime
Minister of France)

Background

® Born in 1841 (he was aged 77 when the
Paris Conference began).

@ First entered French politics in 1871.

® Was Prime Minister from 1906 to 1909.
From 1914 to 1917 he was very critical
of the French war leaders. In November
1917 he was himself elected to lead
France through the last years of the war.

Character

A hard, tough politician with a reputation
for being uncompromising. He had seen his
country invaded twice by the Germans, in
1870 and in 1914. He was determined not to
allow such devastation ever again.

Character

An idealist, and a reformer. Achee..

had campaigned against ¢, Orruptfespeml he
and business. However, he ft on i Pol;
with regard to the rights of Af; @ pogy rec()f;S
He concentrated on keeping th:i;n Brica
the war. Once the USA had j o SA Out of -
drew up the Fourteen Points 5 th the War, he
ending the war fairly, so that fy, basis
be avoided. Once he made y hiS';iWars (o

issue he was almost impossi on
nd = Possible tg cpye, . &N
Bac;(gr;‘::‘s% lrhnt:;tetti tChletrnve\elrlllceaufand Loy G° ZTg; zhis'
e bo o the fact that Wilson felt the 5 S0 ¢
¢ 3 university professor. ; Awag - did
: gi::::nered politcs in 1910- superior to the European powers 'l
o Became president in 1912 and was

re-elected in 1916.

Britain did not agree with the ideas CONtained ;
med impractical. Take self—determinauo:

It to give the peoples of eastern Europe t,h
lves because they were scattered across many COUNtrieg ;
example, 25 per cent of the population of the new state of Czechoslovaki, Wereor

bound to end up bej
i hs nor Slovaks. Some people were P being ry]
neither Czechs fferent customs and a different lan “ ged by

rance and
points. They see
1d be very difficu

Many people inF
wilson’s Fourteen
for example. It wou
chance to rule themse

ith di
ople from another group wit erent o
Eiestgrians have pointed out that, while Wilson talked a great deal aboyt easter(:lme
he did not actually know very much about the area.

and central Europé,

Georges Clemenceau (France)

France had suffered enormous damage to its land, industry, people - and self-
hirds of the men who had served in the French army hyq

confidence. Over two-t ]
been killed or injured. The war affected almost an entire generation. By comparis,
Germany seemed to many French people as powerful and threatening a5 e n,
d felt threatened by its increasingly powerful neighboy;
Germany. The war increased this feeling. German land and industry had not beer; i
badly damaged as France’s. France’s population (around 40 million) was in declipe
compared to Germany’s (around 75 million). Clemenceau and other French leaders
saw the treaty as an opportunity to cripple Germany so that it could not attack
sident (Poincaré) even wanted Germany broken up int

France again. The French Pre
a collection of smaller states, but Clemenceau knew that the British and Americans
would not agree to this. Clemenceau was a REALIST and knew he would probably be

forced to compromise on some issues. However, he had to show he was aware of
public opinion in France. He demanded a treaty that wouild! wweaken Germany as

Ever since 1870, France ha

much as possible.

( FIGURE 3

Proportion of forces killed or wounded.

% dead

Britain
France 14 53
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Jies at her doors

T

Georges clemenceau, speech at the Paris Peace Conference (16 June 1919)

The war which began on 1 Augu;t 1914, was the greatest crime a
of peoples that any nation, calling itself civilised, has e
freé ma[ ny years the rulers of Germany,
inance in Europe. Tf!ey were not s_atisfied with that growing prosperity and influence to

ich Germany was entitled, and Wh.ICh all other nations were willing to accord her, in the society

e and equal peoples. They4reqmred that they should be able to dictate and tyrlannize to

subseryient Europe, as. they dlcta'ted and tyn'annized over a subservient Germany. Germany's

sponsibility however, is not cqnfmed to having planned and started the war. She is no less
reSPanSlbIe for the savage and inhuman manner in which it was conducted.

6

1 Inyour own words, what were _

i Clemenceau’s arguments, as set outin
Finsabumanity.aadgha . Source 47
; ver consciously committed. 2 What evidence do you have to support
true to the Prussian tradition, strove for a position of Clemenceau’s claims?

he conduct of Germany is almost unexampled in human history. The terrible responsibility which

can be seen in the fact that not less than seven million dead lie buried in Europe

while more than twenty.million o-thers carry upon them the evidence of wounds and sufferings,
pecause Germany saw fit to gratify her lust for tyranny by resort to war.

Justice, therefore, is the only possible basis for the settlement of the accounts of this terrible war.

pavid Lloyd George (Britain)

PROFILE
At the peace talks Ll'oyd George was often in the middle ground between David Lloyd George (Prime
Clemenceau and Wilson. He wanted Germany to be justly punished but not too Minister of Britain)
harshly- He wanted Germany to lose its navy and its colonies because Britain

thought they threatened the British Empire. However, like Wilson, he did not want
Germany to seek revenge in the future and possibly start another war. He was also
keen for Britain and Germany to begin trading with each other again. Before the
war, Germany had been Britain’s second largest trading partner. British people
might not like it, but the fact was that trade with Germany meant jobs for them.

Like Clemenceau, Lloyd George had real problems with public pressures at home
for a harsh treaty. Even his own MPs did not always agree with him and he had just

won the 1918 election in Britain by promising to ‘make Germany pay’, even though
he realised the dangers of this course of action.

part 1: What
Conference?

Leader

Using the information and sources on pages 24043, draw up a chart like the one below |
summarising the aims of the three leaders at the Paris Peace Conference.

were the aims of the Big Three at the Paris Peace

Background

@ Bornin 1863.
@ First entered politics in 1890. A very able
' politician who became prime minister in

., : \ 1916 and ined in power until 1922.
N.B. Leave the fifth column blank. You wil need it for a later task. | bt e s

Character

A realist. As an experienced politician, he
knew there would have to be compromise.
Thus he occupied the middle ground
hetween the views of Wilson and those of

Country

Llenenceau,

SOURCE 5

occasion demands
all, we want to pro

Lloyd George speaking to the House of Cor

We want a peace which will be just, but not vinict.

it, but the severity must be desigied, o iur ver

tect the future against a repetition of tiie fioirors
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es volved eompromxm on the pan of the Bigmme. But

: > say in the n
: had not sngned the treaty, the Mliﬂ‘:;ﬁauomwlmm .

?’thé treaty, Germany’s overseas empire was taken away (see Figure e
is had been one of the causes of bad relations between Britain and
1efore the war. As a result of the treaty, former German colonies became
ntr ed by the League of Nations. This meant that the League was
wer to rule them. In practice, the League delegated responsibility to its
mbers, which effectively meant that France and Britain controlled them.

ny Empean borders were very extensive, and the section dealing with
a4 ennan territories was a complicated part of the treaty (see Figure 7). In
‘ se changes, the treaty also forbade Germany to join together with its

[ The Rhineland
| became a
| demilitarised zon= |

- 5 ;un by League || s

ot and'thena ™ |~
% % be held '

‘ mdependent states.
~| Germany had taken
these states from

Russia in 1918

~ This was to give
; oland a sea port
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-t of the Treaty of Versailles

~a x:,— a .H of the defeated nations were assigned their own peace
arations terms. The Austro-Hungarian Empi i ' S0U
pire was split ‘ RCE 10 '

e The

After the Fi:

TR

treaties, O
up, with new reated, such as Czechoslovaki ¢ .
imPOSCd on Al ingary, Bulgaria and Turkey. ;;!;):vnet‘i,esrer;:! ::te t;eaues Ik .‘f From Deutsche Zeitung (German News), on '
of Versailles, pre: o Germany, which was to shape the , it was the Treaty the day the treaty was signed. ’v
Europe in the cor ivcades. course of events in | Todayin the Hall of Mirrors the dis gracef /’
' Gfﬁafiﬁbehgsz;d Do not fosget it! The |
Jagre | German people will, with unceasing /20w, '
German objectius to the treaty o oo e e i 009 ’/
The terms of the treaty were announced on 7 May to a horrified German nation. \ the nations 1o which 5 entied
Germany was t0 lose:
e 10 percentofits land [ SOURCE 11 ‘: ‘
e all of its overseas colonies g o l /
e 12.5 percent of its population | m ‘maa‘aofmﬂi“ by ! :.oiessoforu mluaga:' .
e 16 per centof its coalfields and almost half of its iron and steel industry. , published in 2001. I :
Its army was reduced to 100,000 men. It could have no air force, and only a tiny | The mistake the Allies made, and it did not ,
navy. Worst of all, Germany had to accept the blame for starting the war and would | become dear until much later, wes that, 252
therefore pay reparations. | result of the amistice terms, the great majority
of Germans never experienced their country’s
The overall reaction of Germans was one of outrage. They certainly did not feel they defeat at first hand. Except in e Rhineland,
had started the war. They did not even feel they had lost the war. In 1919 many they did not see ocaupying roops- The Allies
Germans did not really understand how bad Germany's military situation hadbeen | ddnot march in trumph to Bertn, 25 the
at the end of the conflict. They believed that the German government had simply Germans had done In paris in 1871. In 1918
agreed to a ceasefire, and that therefore Germany should have been at the Paris G‘;’”"a””ldm mard)edhome ’.”9°°d oo
: with crowds cheenng their way; in Beriin,
Peace Conference to negotiate peace. They were angry that their government was i Ever, the new president greeted
not represented at the talks and that they were being forced to accepta harsh treaty hem with ‘No enemy has conquered you'!
without any choice. »
At first, the new government refused to
sign the treaty angd the German navy SOURCE 12 o
sar}k its own ships in protest. At one Headlines and article from the British newspaper the People, 25 May 1919.
g:::lzv it looked as though war might ALLIES STERN REPLY 70 HUNS.
outagain. But what could the Terms of Peace Treaty Better Than Germany Deserves.
WAR-MAKERS MUST BE MADETO SUFFER :
au’s pleas that German industry :

German leader Ebert do? He consulted

ncompromising reply to Rantz
omic terms of the Peace Treaty.

the army com :

who maﬁe it dne):rn:li; g:ri?:)bucrg; 1d The Allies have made a stern and u !
not possibly win, but indicated i’h . will be ruined and her population rendered destituté l?y the econ: : .
soldier he wouldlprefer to di ef ha. (A The reply points out that the terms have been determined by Germany 's capacity to pay, not by |
Ebert was i 3 O her guilt; and the Huns aré reminded tﬁat as they wereé responsible for the war they must suffer |
How couldl;:u-l P ossible position. the consequences & well as other nations. : : . ‘
i hise inflict war and certain The German Delegation has left for §pa ro,cons_u{t with their Government, gmbably with the idea §
people? Reluctantly, he of arranging means for 'sqving their face, 3 it is now believed the:y W{// sign the Treaty prs | }

— |

1

1.

agreed to
it Wa::_'iept the terms of the treaty
igned on 28 June 1919.

1 How would you describe the tone of

Source 107
help to explain the

War gy
e:,,f:,";;"d reparations
b ilt’ c1
Gh‘ne should bea_.:;,se was particularly hated. Germans felt at the very least that 2 How does Source 11
ared. What made matters worse, however was that because attitude shown in Source 10?
150 expected 0 P&Y fora s

dam, Was fo

‘l:fy litgle e cau;c;:;‘) accept blame for the war, it was 3 A
Somce 1 They f; it. The German economy was already in tatte'rs. People ha

~ Haboys, ther:amd that the reparations payments ~vould cripple them- As
was little sympathy for them among their former enemies.
3 French and Belgian troops
mpletely legal

y failed :
R to pay its reparations in 1922-2
details).

(G
K oye.an:
er th
, Gern F
(ore Chapte y’s main industrial area. This W25 co
T2 on Germany, pages 60-1 for more

tl'eaty
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% - " "
—— Hitler's aims and Allied reactions
. Hitler was never secretive about his plans for Germany. As 1
. ear| y as 192
4

From Hitle's Mein Kampf, 192324 '~ out in his book Mein Kampf what he would do if the Nazi
hts for the German | Germany. His three main aims are described below. SETSC

A e h
T in

We demand equality of rig
people in its dealings with other nations, an
abolition of the Peace Treatiesfc;t; \éers,zgfl_ff ; Abolish the Treaty of Versailles!
in. Treaty of St Gerl : ; :
;;'a‘: itucs;fr: g’:’gq 5 irnfae/ent i fythe Treaty of Like many Germans, Hitler believed that the Treaty of Versailles
Versailes] 2 haFeq the "Il“reaty and called the German leaders who had Dl f’V;rls Unjyg; H
L : /' (Criminals’ The treaty was a constant reminder to Germans fe Bglhe N
First World War and their humiliation by the Allies. Hitler p‘r’oil.e “ddefeat hfinbef
19ed that jf he :

SOURCE 5 became leader of Germany he would reverse it.
By the time he came to power in Germany, some of the terms haq l
already b,
3

From Hitler's Mein Kampf.
changed. For example, Germany had stopped making reparation
Sp

Q
2
= We turn our eyes towards the lands gf thg
S east ... When we speak of new territory 1;7 altogether. However, most points were still in place. The table in gy ayMenyg
‘-8 Europe today, we must pnnclpally think 0 page 249 shows the terms of the treaty that most angered Hitl the Focyg Task
Q Russia and the border states subject to her. i 4
2 iny i ish to point out the ;
Destiny itself seems to wish 10 P - Expan 4 German teritory!
way for us here. :
Colonisation of the eastern frontiers is of The Treaty of Yersallles had taken away territory from Germany. Hitle;
extreme importance. It will be the duty of to get that territory back. He wanted Germany to unite with Austria, i S
Germany's foreign policy o provide large German minorities in other countries such as Czechoslovakia to re';). € Wanteq
hment and settlement of | But he also wanted to carve out an empire in eastern Europe to give) ezrge“nan ,

spaces for the nouris
the growing population of Germany. |

Defeat Communism!
SOURCE 6 : : o
A German empire carved out of the Soviet Union would also help Hitler i,
one

From Hitler's Mein Kampr. of his other objectives — the defeat of COMMUNISM or BOLSHEVISM. Hitler was anj
We must not forget that the Bolsheviks are Communist. He believed that Bolsheviks had helped to bring about thasdaml-

blood-stained. That they overran a great Germany in the First World War. He also believed that the Bolshevik S
state [Russia], and in & fury of massacre S Wanted to
wiped out millions of their most intelligent

fellow-countrymen and now for ten years

LEBENSRAUM or ‘living space’ for Germans.

take over Germany.

have been conducting the most tyrannous ; 2 7
regime of all time. We must not forget What were Hitler's aims for Germany by 19337
that I;T_'an}’ of them’bf/ongftz 35 tfgiecrvz’g,'fhand Itis 1933. Write a briefing paper for the British government on Hitler's plans for
combines a rare mixture 0 e Y Germany. Use Sources 4-6 to help you.
vast skill in lies, and considers jtself specially
called now to gather the whole world under Conclude with your own assessment on whether the government should be worried
jts bloody oppression. | about Hitler and his plans.
The menace which Russia suffered under is : B
one which perpetually hangs over Germary. In o conclusion, lremember these facts about ‘tht‘. British government:
Germany is the next great objective of | @ Britain is a leading member of the League of Matinne and is supposed to uphold the
Bolshevism. All our strength is needed to Treaty of Versailles, by force if necessary
raise up our nation once more and rescue it @ The British government does not trust the Corarn: \d thinks that a strong
from the embrace of the international python Germany could help to stop the Commuris: i
) Bt . Chee

.. The first essential is the expulsion of the
Marxist poison from the body of our nation.
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SOURCE 9

The end of the Monarc
A cartoon from Punch magazine, 1919.

lcx;\ autumn 1918 the Al e .
€rmany was in a state arly

Figure 8. The Allies offecr’equgeos, as ;0‘;0;\\ \\\E\}\t.

strict conditions. One cop, d'\t‘\gm DY bea \ﬁs

become more c\emocra\ic~ Wh D wag ‘ha\cef h\l\j

in northern Germany my; m:(;\ the Ka'\s& N :

Kiel. This triggered other rewon ang \nge‘ teg\l:f SOURCE 19

the Socialists, led Uprisings of :l- The Ka\:‘\g‘ N A 1923 German

German ports. Soon, other Qerorkers Ry

Bavaria an independent Socialig n Citigy ¢ ‘f’»

9 November 1918 the Kaiser re‘ REPugU( Qe N

abdicated his throne and \ef'\ C

es hag d “\’Q

3 POSter gig
ang S“\q ‘ Belgian goads, a5 \ong as

3\\5\“ A
3 he QQr[
STmay,y f;‘\t\\\“‘;
R &
Post-war problems in Gey Ny
Germans felt betrayed. The
suddenly and unexpectedly; their g w &
new government had to face all ‘hea\se‘ hag Y&mv\,
political uncertainties, economijc p‘Dro\)\emS “‘\\ W,
German society. In addition, 5 devaOSb\gm 5 s\n »
had swept across western Europe an(“a\\-ng “\“‘B?V
who were suffering from malnourigy, killgq
resistance to germs.

Q
end of th e :?\

German reparations
At the end of any conflict, the ViCtorigy,
sought compensation from tho T

iy
Se NA Ry
for starting the war. At the cop, TIONS reg
GIVING HIM ROPE?

clusion yq yy. - Wb
War, Germany's REPARATIONS Were spely o\:\- e F\“\\x%
E RIME ied Police). * HERE, AY, J YOU'RE HURTING ME! [lsid Vi i 3 3 e n y
IF f a;“'hYc \Vl;l‘;éhll‘hygl‘}(ilgl?) IIAHYLRIEE [Alsll\aé 'i’(‘;Ol“gRl(\igLE{ OUT OF THIS YET." Of ersall\es deC1ded upon bY the BY\\\S\\ A &.‘ Ry
L4 French leaders. iy |\ .
The detail_s of this are covered in Chapter 6 on Pages 24550y, Wisk m
m are given in the Factfile here. Ty i
Treaty of Versailles terms

Read
Financial reparations were also enforced by the treaty. Th
As a result of the terms of the Treaty of

: B %173 e b\“: al\\'\o\_\“(Qd- { T
April 1921, was set at £6,600 million, to be paid in annual instalmey, \r. ‘\ &
5 - ’ 8. This \
Versailles, Slgned in June 1919, Germany: 2 per cent of Germany's annual output. The Germansg Protested \\\a\(\\.\:\:\ % %
. . . Way
@ was blamed for the war (WAR GUILT intolerable strain on the economy, which they were struggling to reyg :&:
clause) war, but their protests were ignored. =)
® |ost its overseas empire : g \
@ lost some territory in Europe The invasion of the Ruhr

® was forbidden to join with Austria
@ could not join the League of Nations
® was limited in its armed forces.

The first instalment of £50 million was paid in 192

L, butin 1922 nothing
Ebert, Socialist leader and German Chancellor, did

fiis Dest to play for timeyy

to negotiate concessions from the Allies, but the Fr 1 in particular ran oug

: atience. They too had war debts to pay to the USA * in January 1923 b

As a result of the Treaty of Versailles, Hape J R Pine L
¢ Belgian troops entered the Ruhr, an industrial ar 2Tmany near the Frn
Germany lost: : § : R
5 ; border. This was quite legal under the Treaty of \ - They began totaey

. app.rommately 10 per cent of its was owed to them in the form of raw materials «. S.
territory

® 12.5 per cent of its population
® 16 per cent of its coal fields and
almost half of its iron and steel

The results of the occupation of the Ruhr were d:
government ordered the workers to carry out pas
on strike. That way, there would be nothing for ti\

 for Germany, The
tance, which mean

h 1o take away. el
industry. reacted harshly, killing over 100 workers and ex|: Iy \00'0‘00 \‘)m?“s
from the region. More importantly, the halt in ind | productioninGen

most important region caused the collapse of the S eateney:
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FIGURE 12

FIGURE 13
The exchange rate value O
pounds.
1921

Nov 1923 £1=

£1 = 500 marks

SOURCE 14
E. Dobert, Convert to Freedom,

Billion-mark note:
though they burn
one would no longer pay
bundles of notes .
Louise’s bell. The door
crack. From the dark
‘e used 60 billion mé
milk billis 1 million. But all

[ THINK]

1 Use Figure 12 to work out how much
bread a one-billion mark banknote could
buy in July 1923 and November 1923.
2 Use the sources and figures on this page
to describe in your own words how
ordinary Germans were affected by the

collapse of the mark.

The rising cost of @ loaf of bread in Be!

f the mark in
14,000,000, 000,000 marks |

1941.

. were quickly handed on as
ed one’s fingers, for tomorrow
jn notes but in

_ One afternoon | rang Aunt
was opened merely @
came an odd broken voice:
rks’ worth of gas. My

I have left is 2,000

marks. | don't understand any more.”

PRACTICE QUESTION

German economy by 19237
@ The harshness of the Treaty of
Versailles, including reparations
payments.
@ The hyperinflation that had
developed by 1923.
Explain your answer with reference to
both reasons.

~_Which; th»falbwmg was the more
important reason for the collapse of the

ation

Hypeﬁnﬂ

15 ;

SOURCrEa © taken in 1923 showing a woman using banknotes t0 start he, (. g

APSTRARE - » UWeimar Germany
day after the_Kaiser _ﬂed, Friedrich Ebert b

The He immediately signed an Am\“f::‘:;;:“\;::w‘

of Germany-
He als© announced 1o the German people that the new R
f(reedom of speech, freedom of worship and better work'\:‘:

Constitu‘io n was drawn up (see Factfile and Figure 16)
0o of the new government depended on the G
L instant change from the traditional, AU‘OCRMEH
to this new democratic system. The pmspe\;

Wweimar democracy
reaction of politicians in Germany was =

The h right and left. On the rightywingu::;::‘;i;
z mained in their positions in the army, judiciary, ciy
g ricted what the new government could do. Many
by the Kaiser. A powerful myth developed that men
Germany in the back and caused German defeat in

were Many Communists who believed that at this s

ded was Communist revolution just like Russ

Despite this opposition, in January 1919 free elec
‘nG ermany’s history. Ebert’s party won a majorit
epublic. It was called this because

the Weimar R
met in the small town of Weimar rather than in
February 1919, Berlin was thought to be t00 vic

nee

e, the government simply printed more
the government this s attractive solution. It paid off its debts imo“?y. K
marks, including war loans of over £2,200 million. The great i“d\lsuial? Worgy,
Sts WEX %
e

e it had no goods to trad
eemed an

Becaus

FIGURE 16
The Weimar Constitution.

able to pay off all their debts as well.

This set off a chain reaction. With so much money in circulation, price
rocketed, but people soon realised that this money was worthless. Wa Sand y,, President
be paid daily instead of weekly. Workers needed wheelbarrows to car: ge;be%anz;_
wages. The price of goods could rise between joining the back of a qu? Omme thy, Appointed judges N
and reaching the front! URinagy, L \
qur peqple suffered, but the greatest casualties were the richer Germapg @_\ Chance
with savings. Prosperous middle-class families would find that their sayj - thog
VIngs i ,
Appo

\

g Governme

bank, which might have bought them a house in 1921, by 1923 would

buy a loaf of bread. Pensioners found that their previously ample my Ot eyey
would not even buy a cup of coffee. onthly peng,
It was clear to all, both inside and outside Germany, that the situatio

urgent action. In August 1923 a new government under Gustav Slresn needed
took over. He called off the passive resistance in the Ruhr. He called e
worthless marks and burned them, replacing them with a new curr A
Rentenmark. He negotiated to receive American loans under the D ReY Al
even renegotiated the reparations payments (see page 69). The eco i Pla‘n ; He
solved very quickly. Some historians suggest that this is ¢ ience 1:101“1( oy
problems were not as severe as its politicians had made ¢+ idence that Germanys

‘ Reichs

Elected

nad done great
nents had yet
ment had lost the

It was also increasingly clear, however, that the HYPERIN
political damage to the Weimar government. Ri: ht~w§.
another problem to blame the government f;)r f d l>
support of the middle classes. e
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2 Germany 1890-19
e Weimar Germany

The day after the Kaiser fled, Friedrich g

ert beca THINK
of Germany. He immediately signed an ARMISTICE \::teht:e new leader of the Republic

i Study the Factfile on the Weimar Consti
o announc; dffo tge German people tht by new]l: :pl\lxll:: The war was over, and Figure 16, titution
f speech, freedom of AN
reedom ;) l:va R v;lzorshlp and better working conditiongl‘;\mg them 1 What aspects of the Constitution made
constitution P (see Factfile and Figyre | 6). - Anew Weimar Germany seem very democratic?
2 What aspects might h
success of the new government depend T
The L i P : ed on the German people acceptin possibility of either weak government or
an almost . g e traditional, Autocraric Gt pting one person being able to take charge?
government to this new democratic system. The Prospects for t}?'n :iYStem " S
) 1s did not

Weimar democracy

The reaction of politicians in Germany was unenthusiastic, Bl
from both right and left. On the right wing, nearly all the Kaisert :
remained in their positions in the army, judiciary,
restricted what the new government could do, Many still hoped fo
by the Kaiser. A powerful myth developed that men such as[])Ebert ;:;esttl;)l;ate:lmle
Germany in the back .and caused German defeat in the war. On the left win th
were many Communists who believed that at thi it

. : § stage what Germany actuall
needed was a Communist revolution just like Russia’s in 1917, 4 4
Despite this opl?osition, in January 1919 free elections took place for the first time
in Germany’s h1st01:y. Ebert’s party won a majority and he became the President of
the Weimar Republic. It was called this because, to start with, the new government
met in the small town of Weimar rather than in

\ the German capital, Berlin, Even in
February 1919, Berlin was thought to be too violent and unstable.

ad opposition
il er's former advisers
civil service and industry. They

The Weimar Constitution
P ® Before the war Germany had had
FIGURE 16 W no real DEMOCRACY. The Kaiser was
The Weimar Constitution.

virtually a dictator.
The Weimar Constitution, on the
other hand, attempted to set up
probably the most democratic system
in the world where no individual
could gain too much power.
| | @ All Germans over the age of 20 could
T : T ‘ vote.
Chancelor | || 1 mmediorcess ) @ There was a system of PROPORTIONAL
l REPRESENTATION — if a party gained
Appointed 20 per cent of the votes, they gained
l 20 per cent of the seats in the
Government Ministers 1

e
e
i Y aane &

Controlled

Appointed judges Appointed

Parliament (Reichstag).

17 local governments (Lander) @ The Chancellor was responsible

for Bavaria, Prussia and all

o0 58 Germany's other regions. for day-to-day government, but
Government sent laws 1—> | e Gonstitution limited their he needed the support of half the
o R sl - | DOWer as muchas possible
LRICNSI&E TCf apor N‘A <

Reichstag.
' t @ The Head of State was the President.
e : \ The President stayed out of day-to-
D' P! ik o ? day government. In a crisis he could
| | rule the country directly through '

Elected i1 | Article 48 of the Constitution. Th\_s

. | gave him emergency powers, which
! “ meant he did not have to consult the
' Reichstag.
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2 Germany 1890-1

s
2.2 Germany and the Depression

FOCUS
In 1929 the American stock'market rashed and sent the USA nto & dsastrous economic
hort time, countries around the world began 10 feel the effects

. American bankers and

depression. Ina Very s
was particlaly badly affect
off their debs they asked

of this depression. Germany

businessmen lost huge amounts of money in the arash. To pay
Qerman banks to epy the money they had borowed. The result was economic clapse
in Germany. Businesses Went bankiupt, workes were a off and unemployment
rocketed.
In this part of the topic you will study the following:
o Theimpact of the Depression and why people sypported the Nazis.
o Thefailure of Weimar democrac), and how Hitler became Chancelor in 1933
o How Hitler established his pICTATORSH by 1934
o The impact of the Depression |
URCE 1 SOURCE 2 I!
50 ; : An eyewitness describes the un !
Upper Silesia in 1932: unemployed miners aqd their families moved into shacksin @ shanty i o Germany in :l
OWTEESREE ey i e Ao one knew hoW many theré were of them |
They completely illed the streets. T{vey |
stood or 1Y pout in the 5 reets 35 if [,l:e[% : :
int !
shared out scraps of g ‘
themselves: ;

- owe the Wall

o miners {osing

any that suffered.

 was not just Germ

.+ problem. |
o S ling with th
The Depress ot the only govemment grappling with the
W -margovem e
Nor was thé el Jogment Howevel pecause Germany had been sO dependen:
problem of urlxemp 0):1 ecause it still had to pay reparations t0 the Allies, th
on Americanl oans .
problems W€ ostacutel Germanly:
A seemedl at the Weimar Constitution, with its careful ba
L" add‘;":’; mand gecisive action by the government very difficil?
ower,
(see Factfile: page 63)- PR
ociety were affected in different ways = from business lead i 10N
effects were not j DT R e e yescribe A -
oUREt ?‘i/(\)]“f)m‘f» The recently gained &"L' ibe two economic problems for
of Weimar Germany, mostly hidden Germans caused by the Wall Street
’ Crash

Thus all sectio?
(o industria wo kers: T-h;
mood of optim? m vanishe
in the later 19205 suddenly became g

d, and the defects
laringly obvious.
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2 Germany 1890-194

SA

0 seen as a party of order, in a time of chaos. Durit i
. . ng this
nt street pattles l?etween Communist gangs and the police. Theea
dve an impression of discipline and order. Many people e
were prepared to fight the Communists (page 76) the Nazi rise to power. It protected‘

nd us'ually had the support of the police and army Nazi rg!hes and disrupted the meetings

d disrupted meetings and rallies of political opponents. Although the

: organisation gave the impression of

order, its members were not always

: strictly disciplined and were not fully
twas Hitler. He was a powerful speaker who under Hitler's control. They were known
‘ unicator. Hitler ran for president in 1932, as the Brownshirts.

"’“1‘-‘ 19 million. Despite Hitler's defeat, the

FACTFILE

This military group was important in

films, radio and records he brought The 55
ane on a hectic tour of rallies all over Originally part of the SA in the 1920s,
the moment, the leader of a modern but the organisation became separate
e was able to appear to be a man of under Heinrich Himmler. The SS swore
)d the Germans and their problems. total loyalty to Hitler, were tightly
disciplined, and were known as the
Blackshirts.

SOURCE 7
Hitler speaking at an election rally, July 1932.

Our opponents accuse us National Socialists, and me in particular, of
being intolerant and quarrelsome. They say that we don’t want to work
with other parties. They say the National Socialists are not German

at all, because they refuse to work with other political parties. So Is
it typically German to have thirty political parties? I have to admit

" one thing — these gentlemen are quite right. We are intolerant. | have

|

ness account of one of Hitler's meetings in the 1920s.

to speak and | immediately disliked him. I didn’t know then
ould later become. | found him rather comical, with his funny
le had a scratchy voice and a rather strange appearance,
ed'so much. He was shouting in this small room, and what
g was very simplistic. | thought he wasn't quite normal.

taken in by Nazi campaigning methods
sm (see Source 8). But even some of
the Nazis. The historian Gordon

ibecause they shared Nazi fears and
n as a modern, decadent culture,
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