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Blood Brothers by Willy Russell



Plot

Act 
1

Witches make first 3 prophesies / Lady Macbeth reads letter 
about witches / Lady Macbeth suggests killing Duncan

Act 
2

Macbeth kills Duncan / Lady Macbeth frames the guards / 
Macbeth is crowned king

Act 
3

Banquo suspects Macbeth / Macbeth hires assassins to kill 
Banquo / Banquo’s ghost haunts Macbeth at banquet

Act 
4

Witches make second 3 prophecies / Macbeth has Macduff’s 
family killed / Malcolm and Macduff plot a rebellion 

Act 
5

Lady Macbeth sleepwalks, goes mad and dies / Macduff arrives
with an army and kills Macbeth / Malcolm is restored as king

Characters

Macbeth Scottish nobleman and brave soldier, goes on to be 
king 

Lady Macbeth Macbeth’s wife

Witches Three mysterious ‘weird sisters’ 

Banquo Macbeth’s most loyal friend and fellow soldier

Duncan A good and ‘sainted’ king who is killed by Macbeth

Macduff Another Thane of Scotland 

Malcolm Heir to throne, good man, finally crowned 

Fleance Banquo’s son, represent innocence and justice

Universal Themes

Fate and free will Are our lives ruled by God, dark forces, or us? 

Ambition The desire to gain power and status

Appearance and
reality

When all is not what it seems

Nature and the 
Supernatural 

The conflict between the natural order, and 
evil spirits that try to disrupt it

Guilt and 
madness

The psychological effects of committing a sin

Historical Context 

Elisabeth I (1558 –
1603)

Possibly influenced Shakespeare to 
create many strong female characters. 

James I (1603 – 1625) Protestant king of Scotland and England. 
Believed in witchcraft and black magic.

The gunpowder plot 
(1605)

Attempt to kill King James I by blowing up 
parliament, by the Catholic Guy Fawkes.

Witchcraft in 
Jacobean England 

Punishable by law, with the penalty of 
death and seizure of property.

The Great Chain of 
Being

Belief that everything in nature has its 
proper place, with the King at the top

The Divine Right of 
Kings

Belief that the King is God’s chosen 
representative on earth

Classical Tragedy Type of play; the hero dies at the end 
because of a tragic flaw e.g. ambition
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Vocabulary and Spellings

Courageous Brave and daring; not put off by danger

Ambitious Having a great desire to gain more power

Mentally unstable Losing control of their mind

Resigned Accepting something bad will happen

Dominant Taking control and influencing people

Deceitful Lying and hiding things from people

Manipulative Dishonestly persuading people to do what 
you want

Practical Good at doing things, rather than ideas

Masculinity The traditional idea of what a man is

Regicide The act of killing a king

Techniques and their effects 

Soliloquy Character speaks honestly, alone on stage

Rhyming couplets When the ends of lines rhyme, often evil!

Imperatives Commands or orders

Symbols Represents an idea e.g. blood = guilt

Gothic imagery Night, wolves, crows, ghosts, blood, etc.

Hamartia Hero’s tragic flaw e.g. ambition

Peripeteia When the hero’s fortunes are reversed

Anagnorisis Realisation of truth e.g. Macbeth will die

Key Quotations

Confuse good and evil ‘Fair is foul and foul is fair’

Macbeth was once a 
hero

‘brave Macbeth’

Macbeth afraid of God ‘Stars hide your fires / let light not see my
black and deep desires’

Males have all the power ‘Come you spirits […] unsex me here’

Symbol of sin from Bible ‘look like th’innocent flower, but be the 
serpent under it’

Rejected by God ‘could not say Amen’

Proud of her evil deeds ‘I shame to wear a heart so white’

Mind has been poisoned ‘full of scorpions is my mind, dear wife’

Practical and cold ‘What’s done is done.’

Cycle of violence ‘Blood will have blood’

Challenges masculinity ‘Are you a man?’

Witches control fate ‘the charm is firm and good’ 

Sin cannot be removed ‘Out, damned spot’

Macbeth is evil ‘black Macbeth’ 

Lady Macbeth in hell ‘Hell is murky’ 
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