
Key Words that you will need to 
use to show understanding

Word Meaning
Assemble Gather together in one place.

Image manipulation Using software to manipulate 
an image. 

Personal Response:
This is worth 25% of your 
overall mark.

Your ideas, your creative 
process in response to the 
starting point of Surrealism.

Composition:
We use this to develop all 
of our work.

The layout of the image.

Intentions:
This could be done 
through notes or mind 
maps.

What you plan to do. Explaining 
your ideas.

Cultural understanding:
Try to connect artists by 
recognising similarities 
between them. Is the 
style the similar? Is the 
content similar?

This is when you show an 
awareness of why a piece of art 
work was created. How it 
reflected the period, the 
society and the artistic 
movement it may have 
belonged to.   

Content:
You will need to write 
about the content of 
artists work and the 
content of your own 
work.

What is in the picture/art 
work?
What can you see?
Are there any hidden 
messages?

Rule of thirds:
A rule that supports good 
composition.

An image should be imagined 
as divided into nine equal 
parts, important compositional 
elements should be placed 
along these lines or their 
intersections.

Art and Design GCSE Photography: Assemble 

1. Artistic
Influences

David
Hockney

John Clang

Barry 
Rosenthal

Emily Blincoe

Jennifer 
Booher

Cindy Rizza

Judith 
Kindler

How to approach your influences. Focus on the photograph.

Content: Write about what you see in the picture you have chosen. Describe the image.

Formal Elements: Write about the style of the image, comment on the colours, the line work, the level of detail, tones, 
composition, lighting. 

Mood: Write about the mood the photographer is trying to convey, is it happy, angry, sad, calm, aggressive?  

Opinion: Do you like the image or parts of the image? Why did you choose the image. Try to explain your thoughts.

2. Developing Ideas and responses 3. Experiment and evaluate

Create a mood page of images that relate to portraiture, 
explain why you like them and how they can inspire your 
work. 

Look at your initial photographs and circle any images you 
would like to develop further. Label how you could 
improve the images you would like to work on. 
What materials and techniques do you intend to explore? 
Think about your strengths.
Explain how you have refined your work.

Write about the materials, resources, processes and 
techniques  used to create work. How can you use the 
work you have looked at to create a personal response? 
Which photographers inspire your work and why?

Use Photoshop or mixed media to develop your images 
further. This could be improving the colour balance or 
using the filters in a creative way. 

Write about your influences. Analyse why you have 
focused on one artist (or artists). Try to show a cultural 
understanding by making connections to other artists.

Make notes about the work you have produced, you can 
use screenshots to evidence development. 
Use key words to explain your work. Which photographers 
have influenced your work and why? Explain the choices 
you have made.

Draw out some sketches that show your initial ideas for 
photoshoots. Label your ideas and show how you plan to 
complete the photoshoot. 

Evaluate your best final images. Explain how you have 
reached this point. Who inspired your work? Evaluate 
your decisions .What did you do and why? Reflect: what 
was successful and how could you improve? 

Consider the strengths of your work and why they were 
successful. Consider areas for further improvement. 
What is still to be done? How will you extend your ideas 
and intentions?

Think about how you could display your final images. 
Could you create a online gallery, CD Cover, magazine 
cover, poster, film poster, place your images onto 
billboards? How should your work be viewed and why?


