
GCSE Photography - Landscape and Environments

1. Use the 
following 
artists as a 
starting point 
for your 
project

Carl Warner

Dan Cretu

Tony Cragg

Andy 
Goldsworthy

Robert 
Smithson

Sebastien 
Magnani

2. Develop ideas 3. Experiment and evaluate

Mind map your initial ideas about landscapes. What 
could you photograph? Think about locations, 
equipment, style, time of day etc. 

Look at your initial photographs and circle any images 
you would like to develop further. Label how you 
could improve the images you would like to work on. 

Create a mood page of images that relate to 
landscape, explain why you like them and how they 
can inspire your work. 

Use Photoshop or mixed media to develop your 
images further. This could be improving the colour 
balance or using the filters in a creative way. 

Write about how your initial research could be used 
to create your own personal response. Which 
photographers inspire your work and why?

Make notes about the work you have produced, you 
could use screenshots to show how your work 
develops. 
Use key words to explain your work.

Draw out some sketches that show your initial ideas 
for photoshoots. Label your ideas and show how you 
plan to complete the photoshoot. 

Evaluate your best final images, explain how other 
photographers have inspired your work. 
What did you do and why? How could you improve 
your work? 

Take lot’s of photographs using your initial research. 
You could take photographs at home and at school. 

Think about how you could display your final images. 
Could you create a online gallery, CD Cover, magazine 
cover, poster, film poster, place your images onto 
billboards? 

Assessment Objectives:

AO1: Develop ideas through 
investigations, demonstrating critical 
understanding of sources. 
AO2: Refine work by exploring ideas, 
selecting and experimenting with 
appropriate media, materials, techniques 
and processes. 
AO3: Record ideas, observations and 
insights relevant to intentions as work 
progresses. 
AO4: Present a personal and meaningful 
response that realises intentions and 
demonstrates understanding of visual 
language.

You will complete 2 full projects and 
some smaller side projects.

This makes up your coursework 60%

Your exam is a full project and is 
worth 40%.



Key Words that you will need to 
use to show understanding

Word Meaning

Depth of field The distance from front to back.

Image 
manipulation

Using software to manipulate an 
image. 

Rule of thirds An image should be imagined as 
divided into nine equal parts by 
two equally-spaced horizontal 
lines and two equally-spaced 
vertical lines, and that important 
compositional elements should be 
placed along these lines or their 
intersections.

Composition: The layout of the image, what's in 
the scene.

Viewpoint A place affording a view of
something; position of observation
.

Leading Lines Leading lines are lines within an 
image that leads the eye to 
another point in the image, or 
occasionally, out of the image. 
Anything with a definite line can 
be a leading line. Fences, bridges, 
even a shoreline can lead the eye.

Perspective: This helps  you create a sense of 
depth and distance in your work.

GCSE Photography - Landscape and Environments

1. Use the 
following 
artists as a 
starting point 
for your 
project

Georges 
Rousse 

Catherine 
Yass

David
Hockney

Jan Dibbets

Mattie Brass

Thye Reading

Leisl Pfeffer

How to approach your influences. Focus on the photographs.

Content: Write about what you see in the picture you have chosen. Describe the image.

Formal Elements: Write about the style of the image, comment on the colours, the line work, the level of 
detail, tones, composition, lighting. 

Mood: Write about the mood the photographer is trying to convey, is it happy, angry, sad, calm, aggressive…  

Opinion: Do you like the image or parts of the image? Why did you choose the image. Try to explain your 
thoughts

2. Develop ideas 3. Experiment and evaluate

Mind map your initial ideas about landscapes. What 
could you photograph? Think about locations, 
equipment, style, time of day etc. 

Look at your initial photographs and circle any images 
you would like to develop further. Label how you 
could improve the images you would like to work on. 

Create a mood page of images that relate to 
landscape, explain why you like them and how they 
can inspire your work. 

Use Photoshop or mixed media to develop your 
images further. This could be improving the colour 
balance or using the filters in a creative way. 

Write about how your initial research could be used 
to create your own personal response. Which 
photographers inspire your work and why?

Make notes about the work you have produced, you 
could use screenshots to show how your work 
develops. 
Use key words to explain your work.

Draw out some sketches that show your initial ideas 
for photoshoots. Label your ideas and show how you 
plan to complete the photoshoot. 

Evaluate your best final images, explain how other 
photographers have inspired your work. 
What did you do and why? How could you improve 
your work? 

Take lot’s of photographs using your initial research. 
You could take photographs at home and at school. 

Think about how you could display your final images. 
Could you create a online gallery, CD Cover, magazine 
cover, poster, film poster, place your images onto 
billboards? 



GCSE Photography - Landscape and Environments
1. Use the 
following 
artists as a 
starting point 
for your 
project

Shamekh
Bluwi

Nikoli Tolysh

Paper Boyo

Merve
Ozaslan

Ben Heine

John Pfahl

2. Develop ideas 3. Experiment and evaluate

Mind map your initial ideas about landscapes. What 
could you photograph? Think about locations, 
equipment, style, time of day etc. 

Look at your initial photographs and circle any images 
you would like to develop further. Label how you 
could improve the images you would like to work on. 

Create a mood page of images that relate to 
landscape, explain why you like them and how they 
can inspire your work. 

Use Photoshop or mixed media to develop your 
images further. This could be improving the colour 
balance or using the filters in a creative way. 

Write about how your initial research could be used 
to create your own personal response. Which 
photographers inspire your work and why?

Make notes about the work you have produced, you 
could use screenshots to show how your work 
develops. 
Use key words to explain your work.

Draw out some sketches that show your initial ideas 
for photoshoots. Label your ideas and show how you 
plan to complete the photoshoot. 

Evaluate your best final images, explain how other 
photographers have inspired your work. 
What did you do and why? How could you improve 
your work? 

Take lot’s of photographs using your initial research. 
You could take photographs at home and at school. 

Think about how you could display your final images. 
Could you create a online gallery, CD Cover, magazine 
cover, poster, film poster, place your images onto 
billboards? 

Plan your 
photoshoots by 
sketching your 
ideas.

Expand your ideas 
by sketching on 
your photographs.



GCSE Photography - Landscape and Environments

1. Use the 
following 
artists as a 
starting point 
for your 
project

Guy Tal

Richard moss

Uta Barth

Jerry
Ulsmann

Claes
Oldenburg

Ari 
Mahardhika

Liu Di

2. Develop ideas 3. Experiment and evaluate

Mind map your initial ideas about landscapes. What 
could you photograph? Think about locations, 
equipment, style, time of day etc. 

Look at your initial photographs and circle any images 
you would like to develop further. Label how you 
could improve the images you would like to work on. 

Create a mood page of images that relate to 
landscape, explain why you like them and how they 
can inspire your work. 

Use Photoshop or mixed media to develop your 
images further. This could be improving the colour 
balance or using the filters in a creative way. 

Write about how your initial research could be used 
to create your own personal response. Which 
photographers inspire your work and why?

Make notes about the work you have produced, you 
could use screenshots to show how your work 
develops. 
Use key words to explain your work.

Draw out some sketches that show your initial ideas 
for photoshoots. Label your ideas and show how you 
plan to complete the photoshoot. 

Evaluate your best final images, explain how other 
photographers have inspired your work. 
What did you do and why? How could you improve 
your work? 

Take lot’s of photographs using your initial research. 
You could take photographs at home and at school. 

Think about how you could display your final images. 
Could you create a online gallery, CD Cover, magazine 
cover, poster, film poster, place your images onto 
billboards? 

Thumbnails are important to 
show your development.
Show them all and highlight the 
ones you are developing.

Experimentation
is key

Evaluate ALL
of your work 

FULLY



Key Words that you will need to 
use to show understanding

Word Meaning

Depth of field The distance from front to back.

Image 
manipulation

Using software to manipulate an 
image. 

Rule of thirds An image should be imagined as 
divided into nine equal parts by 
two equally-spaced horizontal 
lines and two equally-spaced 
vertical lines, and that important 
compositional elements should be 
placed along these lines or their 
intersections.

Composition: The layout of the image, what's in 
the scene.

Viewpoint A place affording a view of
something; position of observation
.

Leading Lines Leading lines are lines within an 
image that leads the eye to 
another point in the image, or 
occasionally, out of the image. 
Anything with a definite line can 
be a leading line. Fences, bridges, 
even a shoreline can lead the eye.

Perspective: This helps  you create a sense of 
depth and distance in your work.

GCSE Photography - Landscape and Environments

1. Use the 
following 
artists as a 
starting point 
for your 
project

Olivia Parker

Man Ray

Vanessa
Marsh

John 
Blakemore

Ansel Adams

How to approach your influences. Focus on the photographs.

Content: Write about what you see in the picture you have chosen. Describe the image.

Formal Elements: Write about the style of the image, comment on the colours, the line work, the level of 
detail, tones, composition, lighting. 

Mood: Write about the mood the photographer is trying to convey, is it happy, angry, sad, calm, aggressive…  

Opinion: Do you like the image or parts of the image? Why did you choose the image. Try to explain your 
thoughts

2. Develop ideas 3. Experiment and evaluate

Mind map your initial ideas about landscapes. What 
could you photograph? Think about locations, 
equipment, style, time of day etc. 

Look at your initial photographs and circle any images 
you would like to develop further. Label how you 
could improve the images you would like to work on. 

Create a mood page of images that relate to 
landscape, explain why you like them and how they 
can inspire your work. 

Use Photoshop or mixed media to develop your 
images further. This could be improving the colour 
balance or using the filters in a creative way. 

Write about how your initial research could be used 
to create your own personal response. Which 
photographers inspire your work and why?

Make notes about the work you have produced, you 
could use screenshots to show how your work 
develops. 
Use key words to explain your work.

Draw out some sketches that show your initial ideas 
for photoshoots. Label your ideas and show how you 
plan to complete the photoshoot. 

Evaluate your best final images, explain how other 
photographers have inspired your work. 
What did you do and why? How could you improve 
your work? 

Take lot’s of photographs using your initial research. 
You could take photographs at home and at school. 

Think about how you could display your final images. 
Could you create a online gallery, CD Cover, magazine 
cover, poster, film poster, place your images onto 
billboards? 


