PRIDE
MONTH
2020 AT
OAW

Contents:

1. What is LGBTQ+?
2. Why do we celebrate Pride month?
3. Key dates in LGBTQ+ History
4. LGBTQ+ rights around the world
5. LGBTQ+ in different subjects
6. Celebrity role models
7. Books to read
8. Films to watch
9. Documentaries
10. Helpful resources

What is LGBTQ+?
LGBTQ is an acronym for lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and queer or questioning. These terms are used to describe a person’s sexual orientation or gender
identity.
What is ‘sexual orientation’?
Your sexual orientation is a way to describe the feelings you have for someone you
fancy, want to date or be in a relationship with. You might fancy people of a different gender, the same gender or more than one gender. You might not fancy anyone
at all and that’s fine too!


We don’t know what causes someone’s sexual orientation, but we know that it
isn’t a choice – no one can change who they fancy. Sexual orientation is a part
of who we are.



You can’t tell what someone’s sexual orientation is by looking at them – the
only real way to know this is if they tell you.



Someone else can’t tell you what your sexual orientation is – only you know
how you feel and you should never feel pressured to label yourself.

Some people know their sexual orientation from a young age and some people take
a while to work out what makes them feel comfortable. This is completely fine –
everyone is unique.
What is ‘gender orientation’?
Your gender identity is a way to describe how you feel about your gender. You
might identify your gender as a boy or a girl or something different. This is different
from your sex, which is related to your physical body and biology. People are assigned a gender identity at birth based on their sex.


Everyone has a gender identity and expresses their gender in a unique and
personal way. This could be through the clothes you wear, the way you stand,
the interests you have.



Someone else can’t tell you what your gender identity is – only you know how
you feel and you should never feel pressured to label yourself or fit in with
other people’s ideas.



Some people know from a young age that their gender identity doesn’t feel
the same as what they were assigned at birth, and some people may take a
while to work out their gender identity. This is completely fine, everyone is
unique.

Why do we celebrate Pride?
Introduction:
June is Pride month, it is a month dedicated to celebrating the LGBTQ+
communities all around the world.
Pride is usually celebrated with lots of parades and marches but with
coronavirus and social distancing still in place, things will be a little different this year.
A lot of events have been postponed or cancelled, but the celebrations
will continue on zoom, tiktok and other social media, keeping people
connected and celebrating.
What is Pride month?
June is the month chosen to celebrate pride as it was the month of
the Stonewall riots, the protests that changed gay rights for a lot of people in America and beyond.
It's about people coming together in love and
friendship, to show how far gay rights have
come, even if in some places there's still some
work to be done.
Pride month is about teaching tolerance, education in pride history and continuing to move forward in equality.

A lot of people were very
repressed, they were
conflicted internally, and
didn't know how to come
out and be proud. That's
how the movement was
most useful, because they
thought, 'Maybe I should be
proud.
L. Craig Schoonmaker

It calls for people to remember how damaging homophobia was and still
can be.
It's all about being proud of who you are no matter who you love.
There are usually colourful parades, concerts and marches, but this year
a lot of this will be moved online to keep to social distancing rules.
Global Pride Day is June 27 and there are plans for live streams of concerts and showcases celebrating pride.

Why do we celebrate Pride?
Why do we celebrate Pride?
Pride began with the Stonewall riots in New York City, 1969.
During the 1960s, being gay was classified as a mental illness in the US.
Gay people were regularly threatened and beaten by police, and were
shunned by many in society.
Even here in the UK, being gay was a crime until 1967.
But the Stonewall riots in 1969 were a landmark event in history, which
helped to fight homophobia and campaign for equal rights.
What happened?
On 28 June 1969, police raided the Stonewall Inn - a bar in the gay area of
New York, US.
It was the second time that week the police
had raided it. They threw 200 people out onto the streets and beat some people.
The gay community were angry about the
way they were being treated by the police,
so they chose to fight back.
This event triggered a week of protests and rioting by people from the gay
community, who were fed up of being harassed by the authorities.

News of the riots spread around the world, and this inspired others to join
protests and rights groups to fight for equality.
A month after the riots, the first openly
gay march took place in New York, demanding equality.

Why do we celebrate Pride?
How has it changed gay rights?
After the Stonewall protests happened, the first Pride festival officially
took place in the UK in 1972.
Around 2,000 people turned out for the event back then. But now, more
than a million celebrate the
event every year in London.
The charity Stonewall was
founded in the UK in 1989,
named after the bar which
sparked the famous riots.
It works to fight inequality and
homophobia, and campaigned to overturn the Section 28 law, which prevented teachers from talking about gay relationships at school in the UK.
It became illegal to encourage homophobic hatred in 2008.
In 2014, gay marriage became legal in in England and Wales, and then
later in Scotland. In Northern Ireland, gay marriage is not allowed.
In 2017, Peter Tatchell - a gay rights campaigner - said "We have made
fantastic progress. Compared to two decades ago, Britain is almost a
different country. All the main anti-gay laws have been abolished. We are
now one of the best countries in the world for gay equality."
"Public attitudes are much more
supportive, although there are still
families who reject their gay children. “
"There is big progress, but more
needs to be done."

Key dates in LGBTQ+ History
1889 Scotland became the last territory in Europe to abolish the death sentence
for certain acts associated with homosexuality, converting the sentence to life
imprisonment instead.
1957 The Wolfenden Report – calling for the decriminalisation of homosexuality
– was rejected by Parliament.
1967 England and Wales decriminalised homosexuality.
1980 Scotland decriminalised homosexuality.
1982 Northern Ireland decriminalised homosexuality.
1994 The age of consent for gay men was lowered from 21 to 18.
2000 Section 28 – a clause that outlawed the ‘promotion’ of homosexuality in
schools – was repealed in Scotland.
2001 The age of consent for gay men was further lowered to 16.
2003 Section 28 was repealed across the rest of the UK.
2004 Civil partnerships were legalised, offering same-sex couples the same legal
standing as married heterosexuals. And the Gender Recognition Act was passed,
allowing people the legal right to change their gender from the one assigned to
them at birth.
2009 Law passed making it easier for same-sex couples to be recognised as the
legal parents of their child.
2010 The Equality Act was passed, which legally banned the discrimination of
homosexuality.
2014 It became legal for same-sex partners to marry — on 26 March in England

LGBTQ+ rights around the world
Questions to consider:


Why might countries differ in their attitudes
to LGBT+ rights?



How can the UK encourage other countries
to do more to protect LGBT+ rights?

Despite the UK legalising homosexuality in 1967, and
gay marriage in 2014, for many people around the
world it is still illegal for them to love a person of the
same sex. Have a look at the maps below to get a
better idea of gay rights worldwide:

Same-sex activity can result in the death penalty in Afghanistan, Brunei,
Iran, Mauritania, Nigeria, Pakistan, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Somalia, Sudan,
and Yemen.

LGBTQ+ rights around the world

68 countries (shown in red) still criminalize homosexuality. This means people
can still be arrested and punished for loving someone of the same sex.

Only 19 countries allow transgender people to serve openly in the Armed Forces.
Did you know? The Netherlands was the first country to allow transgender
people into the military, in 1974

LGBTQ+ rights around the world

In Russia, a federal law makes it illegal to distribute "propaganda of nontraditional sexual relations" to children.
Critics say it's so broad that it can be used to ban Pride parades and arrest
people for even identifying as a member of the LGBTQ community on social
media.

Did you know? Only 28 countries have legalised same-sex marriage

LGBTQ+ rights around the world

Brazil, Ecuador, and the tiny Mediterranean island nation of Malta are the only
three countries to ban so-called conversion therapy. This is a form of therapy
which tries to stop being people gay (it can be very damaging and of course does
not work – sexual orientation is not something another person can change!)

Only 5% of UN member states have provisions in their constitutions barring discrimination based on sexual orientation. South Africa was the first country to
include sexual orientation protections in its constitution, which it did in 1997.

LGBTQ+ rights around the world

More countries have made strides when it comes to tackling workplace discrimination based on sexual orientation. This means that it is illegal in the countries in
green to not employ someone based on their sexual orientation.

Few countries outside of Europe and the Americas allow same-sex couples to
adopt children.

LGBTQ+ in different subjects
Humanities

English and Drama

Article: Timeline - gay rights in the UK

Website: Collection of LGBTQ+ Poems

Video: Gay Rights: Britain’s Changing Attitudes

Article: The Secret Language of Polari

Video: Nazi persecution of homosexuals during the holocaust

Video: ‘Stop all the clocks’ (poem by W.H. Auden) from Four
Weddings and a Funeral—eulogy for gay partner

Video: Homosexual holocaust Survivor Stefan Kosinski

Questions:

Questions:


Why do you think it took so long for LGBT+ people to
gain legal equality in the UK ?



What challenges might still face LGBT+ people even
though they have LEGAL equality?



Why do you think homosexuals were sent to concentrations camps?



Why is important to remember the history of LGBTQ +
rights?



How might being LGBT+ affect the way a person writes
poetry?



Why might having a secret language – Polari – have been
important for gay people?



How can people use creative writing to address taboo
issues?



What do we learn about the love between two men
from this funeral speech in Four Weddings and a Funeral? How does the actor convey the depth of his character’s emotions?

Business

Maths and Science

Article: The Pink Pound
Video: Lloyd’s Bank Advert featuring gay marriage proposal

Video: Is anatomy destiny?

Video: Why being diverse matters for business

Video: Alan Turing

Article: LGBTQ+ purchasing power nears $1 trillion

Video: Is homosexuality nurture or nature?

Website: Pink News Business Section

Article: ‘Gay genes’

Questions:

Questions:



If you ran a business, how could you make it appeal to
LGBTQ+ consumers?



What is the difference between sex and gender?





If you ran a business, how would you make sure that
LGBTQ+ employees felt able to be themselves at work?

Does it matter if sexual orientation is the result of nature or nurture?

Art
Sport
Video: Justin Fashanu—The first openly gay footballer
Article: Why Don’t More Pro Athletes Come Out?
Questions:


Why do you think is it difficult to sports players to be
openly gay?



What do you think the impact is on the aspirations of
young athletes who are part of the LGBTQ+ community?

Article: A very brief history of LGBTQ+ art and symbolism
Article: 15 Young LGBTQ Artists Driving Contemporary Art Forward
Questions:


Why is symbolism important in protests and movements?



How might the LGBTQ+ community use art to express
their feelings and ideas?

Famous LGBTQ+ people

Books to read

Books to read

Books to read

Films to watch

Films to watch

Films to watch

Documentaries

Helpful Resources



Here is a ‘Coming Out Guide’ produced by charity Stonewall, it includes advice on who to tell, how to tell your family and friends, and
why you should never feel pressured to tell anyone until you are
comfortable.



Click here for a glossary of key LGBTQ+ vocabulary



Whether you define yourself as part of the LGBTQ+ community, are
questioning ,or just want to support family and friends, it can be
very difficult to know where to turn. Staff at school are always here
to support you, but here are a list of helplines who can help you too.



You might be wondering ‘How can I be a good ally to the LGBTQ+
community?’. Here are a list of things you can do to support the
movement.



Global Pride is happening on 27th June 2020. Here are links to other
virtual Pride events that you can get involved with despite lockdown!



The ‘It Gets Better Project’ helps to spread reassuring messages to
young members of the LGBTQ+ community and make them feel less
alone. A link to the website is here.

