
Year 7 Long Term Plan: Experiences: shape us and our world  

Rationale: All of our lives are shaped by different experiences. These experiences, whether good or bad, influence who we are as individuals and as a society. 
Through fiction and non-fiction texts we will explore different attitudes and experiences including tales of hardship and adversity, family and friendship, 

different cultures and journeys into the unknown. Individual and shared experiences enable us to reflect, learn and grow.  

 

 

 

 

 Summary  
Term 1: Autobiography 

 
 

An opportunity to study different lifestyles/experiences. We will primarily focus on 
Roald Dahl’s autobiography, where we will also explore his wonderful writing skills. 

Students will be able to share their own experiences.  
 

Term 2: Boy Overboard 
 

 

This is a tale of adversity. We follow the family as they try to escape Afghanistan 
and reach Australia. Although fictional the text covers the real-life issue of 

refugees/illegal immigration. Students to explore the families experience on their 
dangerous and desperate journey. 

 
Term 3: Travel Writing 

 
 

We focus on the value of new experiences, experiencing different countries and 
cultures. Travel for fun, education, work and escape which are all valuable for 

personal growth. We will look at a variety of non-fiction sources. We will use the 
texts as a springboard for practising writing for different audiences and purposes. 

Term 4: Stone Cold 
 
 

Students will explore issues around homelessness and develop their analytical 
skills by focusing on specific sections of the texts. Primarily, use the text as a 

vehicle to teach and inspire descriptive writing. 

Term 5: Goodnight Mr Tom 
 

Reading an enjoyable novel about a young boy’s journey of self-discovery despite 
his adverse childhood. We follow Willie’s journey as an evacuee and his 

relationship with Tom. We watch his relationship with Tom flourish. 
Term 6: Chinese Cinderella 

 
 

We read about Adeline Yen Mah’s life. We learn about Chinese cultures and the 
adversity that she faced growing up. We make links to Roald Dahls’ childhood 

which we studied in term 1.  


