
Year 8 Long Term Plan: Establishing our identity within our society 

Rationale: We explore the importance of our identity and how it is influenced by the society in which we live. People strive to understand who they are, but 

also to find human connection, and these themes of identity and companionship are present in the texts that we study. Our shared feelings and experiences 

are central to social bonds, but we must also appreciate other societies as well as the role of the outsider. Understanding other cultures and the adversity 

some people face may develop our social understanding and our responsibility for others. 

 

 

 

SOW Summary 

Term 1: Gothic Literature 
 
 

Students will explore a variety of extracts from gothic literature (including pre-1914). We will focus on 
characters who are on the fringe or don’t conform to social norms. Lessons will focus on the key 

features of this genre and use it as a medium to teach creative writing skills.  
 

Term 2: Of Mice And Men  
 
 

Students will explore the social and historical context of the novel, making links to the characters and 
themes that are presented.  In particular, we will focus on characters who are marginalised and their 
efforts to improve their position within society. Students will explore the ideas in the text and analyse 

the language used. 
. 

Term 3: Advertising 
 
 

Students will explore a variety of advertising mediums, analysing the ways writers use language and 
presentational features to target their audience. We will consider how adverts target demographics 
rather than individuals. The materials will be used as a springboard from which students will develop 

their own persuasive writing skills. 

Term 4: Romeo & Juliet (An introduction to 
Shakespeare) 

 
 

Another tale of adversity. Forbidden love, family and friendship. Students will explore the social and 
historical context of Shakespeare’s life and times. We will use Romeo and Juliet to practise out 

language analysis skills.  
 

  

Term 5: Poetry: Society, Identity and Culture 
 
 

Students will read a variety of poetry which explores the theme of identity. Students will explore the 
context of the poems and the writer’s intentions. Students will develop their analysis of language and 

structure. 

Term 6: Women Through Time 
 
 

Students will study a range of fiction and non-fiction texts from different time periods to explore 
women through time and their struggle to establish their own identity in a patriarchal society.  

 
 
 


