
Portraiture 
Timeline and 
Theme 

Content Core Skills and Formal 
Elements (resources) 
Influences 

Assessment Homework Personal Development 

Term 1 
 
Portraiture: 
Distorting 
Faces 

Week 1: Introduction to 
portraiture, Reminder of 
course expectations and 
key information. Start to 
look at the work of Flora 
Borsi. 
 
Week 2: Reminder of 
Photoshop basic’s. 
Planning sketches and 
Photoshoot completed for 
Flora Borsi. Students will 
learn how to use the paint 
brush on Photoshop and be 
reminded how to use 
layers and change the 
opacity of a layer.  
 
Week 3: Students will look 
at Guiseppe Mastromatteo. 
They will create sketches 
that show different ways 
the intend to recreate the 
work. Students will then 
use layers and blending 
options on Photoshop to 
create their own version of 
the work. 
 

Digital editing 
Collage 
Use of colour 
Blending 
Layers 
Paint 
 
Flora Borsi 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Guiseppe 
Mastromatteo 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Charlotte Caron 
 
 
 
 
 

Holistic 
overview of 
practical work 
and written 
assessment. 
 
Use of Whole 
Class 
Feedback 
during the 
term. 
 
GRIT to be 
used at 
regular points. 
 
Model 
responses 
used to help 
extend 
writing. 
 
Written 
comparisons 
and 
evaluations of 
the 
photographers 
studied.  

Photographs are a key part of 
the course. Students are 
strongly encouraged to take 
photographs as a part of their 
homework.  
 
Photographs taken outside of 
school usually help students to 
achieve higher grades as it 
demonstrates better planning 
for photoshoots and a better 
eye of capturing images.  
 
Additional research to develop 
written work into contextual 
study pages. 

Self-reflections are a key 
part of the course. 
Understanding how we 
relate to the images or the 
photographers we explore in 
lessons.  
 
Through Flora Borsi and 
Charlotte Caron we consider 
our connection with 
animal’s and environments 
and how we share spaces.  
 
 
 
Through Guiseppe 
Mastromatteo we explore 
the concept of disguise and 
emotions and the way that 
we may not always express 
our feelings. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Week 4:Students will 
explore the work of 
Charlotte Caron. They will 
plan different ways to 
recreate the work and take 
photographs to use for 
their responses. Students 
will then respond using the 
sketchbook app to paint 
onto their images. Some 
students may have the 
opportunity to apply paint 
onto their images taking a 
mixed media approach to 
the work.  
 
Week 5: Students will look 
at Jen Mann’s work and 
start to consider use of 
colour in portraiture. How 
this changes mood or 
perception of the images. 
Students will then create 
their own images using 
either Photoshop or 
Powerpoint. 
 
Week 6: Students will 
complete an assessment 
on Flor Borsi and Charlotte 
Caron aiming to compare 
the work and gain a better 
understanding of the 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Jen Mann 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Marcello Monreal 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



images. Students will 
reflect on their work so far 
and start to gather new 
ideas and ways to develop 
their experimentation 
further.  
 
Week 7: Students will look 
at the work of Marcello 
Monreal and explore how 
collage can be used with 
portrait photography. They 
will then explore both 
digital and hands on 
methods of editing to 
create responses to 
Monreal’s work.  

Term 2 
Portraiture: 
Image 
Manipulation 

Week 1: Students will look 
at the work of Brno Del Zou 
and draw connections to 
David Hockney’s ‘Joiners’. 
They will consider how 3D 
work changes how the 
work is viewed. Students 
will have the opportunity 
to learn how to isolate 
colours within a photo and 
develop their work into 3D 
pieces using cardboard. 
 
Week 2: Students will 
explore how David Samuel 
Stern manipulates images. 

Collage, colour 
isolation, Photoshop 
skills, 3D work. 
 
 
Brno Del Zou 
 
 
 
 
Cutting, Collage, 
Weaving, Folding.  
 
 
David Samuel Stern 
 

Marking of full 
sketchbook 
using AO 
guidelines. 
 
 
Use of Whole 
Class 
Feedback 
during the 
term. 
 
GRIT to be 
used at 
regular points. 
 

Photographs are a key part of 
the course. Students are 
strongly encouraged to take 
photographs as a part of their 
homework.  
 
Photographs taken outside of 
school usually help students to 
achieve higher grades as it 
demonstrates better planning 
for photoshoots and a better 
eye of capturing images.  
 
Additional research to develop 
written work into contextual 
study pages. 

Students start to explore 
new concepts such as 
emotions and context within 
work. They start to explore 
possible meanings behind 
the images they look at.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
David Samuel Stern 
encourages us to look at his 
subjects in different ways as 
some parts of his images 



Students should aim to 
achieve this through a 
digital approach but will 
also be encouraged to take 
a more hands on approach 
to editing images through 
cutting, sticking and 
weaving parts of images. 
Some students may go 
onto look at Greg Sand and 
compare his work to 
Stern’s.  
 
 
Week 3: Students will 
consider new approaches 
to creating pieces of work 
by looking at Donna Adi. 
They will start to consider 
how drawing and 
photography can come 
together to create eye 
catching pieces that 
transform the original 
image. Students will 
initially use the Sketchbook 
app on their ipad’s to 
create responses. Some 
students may develop this 
work further by drawing or 
painting onto photographs. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Donna Adi 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Brandon Kidwell 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
John Clang 

Model 
responses 
used to help 
extend 
writing. 
 
Written 
comparisons 
and 
evaluations of 
the 
photographers 
studied.  
 

appear like windows or are 
distorted or blurred.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Donna Adi transforms her 
subjects, often including 
characters and changing the 
world into a brighter more 
child like place.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Brandon Kidwell blends 
images making us consider 
the things that may be on 
people’s minds or possibly 
giving insights into his 
subjects memories. We 
consider how the 
combinations of images 



Week 4: We will start to 
explore double exposure 
and consider how Brandon 
Kidwell has created the 
appearance of this within 
his own work. We try to 
gain an understand of how 
double exposure was 
achieved in traditional 
photography and aim to 
recreate this effect in 
Photoshop.  
 
Week 5: Students will look 
at the work of John Clang. 
We will look at both his 
portrait and time lapse 
street images in order to 
understand his technique 
better. Students will then 
aim to recreate this work. 
 
Week 6: Students will be 
given the opportunity to 
create a personal response 
to portraiture based on the 
photographers covered in 
terms 1 and 2. Students 
will be guided through a 
process of idea generation, 
experimentation with ideas 
and resulting in a final 
piece. The final piece will 

changes how you view the 
subject.  
 
 
John Clang combines 
different nationalities with 
the message of us all living 
on one earth. He 
encourages to think about 
how we live together and 
how we treat the planet we 
live on. In other works he 
explores the concept of time 
and we discuss these 
concepts and how they 
change his images.  
 
In a personal response 
students begin to consider 
their own unique 
perspectives and what they 
can bring to their work.  



be a result of the processes 
they have gone through. 
Students will evaluate the 
outcome of their work.  
Students are encouraged 
to use their strengths when 
considering a final piece.  
An example of this could 
be that is a student 
struggles with Photoshop 
they choose to focus on 
John Clang and David 
Samuel Stern who use 
more hands-on approaches 
to editing when generating 
their own portraiture ideas.  
 

Term 3 and 4 
Reflecting on 
our 
Coursework  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In a normal year the 
students would have been 
given their externally set 
assessment from AQA 
during this term and this 
would be their focus. 
 
Our intention is to give the 
students part of this term 
to really improve existing 
work that has been 
hampered by the 
Lockdowns and potentially 
long periods of self 
isolation.  
 

Core Skills: The students 
will be strengthening 
existing skills and 
techniques as they 
address areas of their 
work that they feel can 
be strengthened.  
Formal Elements: Line, 
Tone, Colour, Shape, 
Texture. 
Photographs and 
Photoshoots. Planning 
Sketches 
 
 
 

Holistic 
overview of 
practical work. 
 
Use of Whole 
Class 
Feedback 
during the 
term. 
 
GRIT to be 
used at 
regular points. 
 
Model 
responses 

Research the photographers 
that we look at in class and 
develop a contextual study 
about a selection of 
photographer’s work. 
 
Gather source materials, 
specifically primary sources to 
help strengthen existing work. 
 
 
 
 

Being able to recognise areas 
that require improvement 
and to know how to react in 
a positive way. 
 
To manage workload. To 
manage deadlines and 
schedules. 
 
To recognise successes and 
to value the quality that they 
find in their work. To reflect 
on achievements. 
 
To seek advice and guidance. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Developing a 
Personal 
Response 

This will be an opportunity 
to reflect on all our 
coursework and to identify 
areas that can be 
strengthened.  
 
For some students this may 
be about developing a 
photographer’s work that 
they found particularly 
useful. 
 
They may also choose to 
apply new skills to previous 
artists such as developing 
3D pieces based on George 
Rouse or combining art 
skills with photography 
based on Donna Adi or 
using it to develop work by 
Liu Di (both photographers 
we looked at in year 10’s 
Landscapes and 
Environments project). 
It is difficult to put a time 
frame on this as every 
student will require 
different levels of 
intervention to enhance 
their coursework. 
 
 

 
 
 

used to help 
extend 
writing. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To understand how to begin 
the creative process, 
considering a range of 
options before refining their 
idea. 
To seek guidance and to 
verbalise their thoughts and 
ideas 
 
 



The next phase is to give 
the students the 
opportunity to gain some 
experience of the 
externally set task would 
have been like by giving 
them the opportunity to 
choose themes linked to 
Landscapes and 
Environments or 
Portraiture, or a 
combination of both. 

Term 5 
Coursework 
Personal 
Response 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This gives the student a 
vast amount of choice and 
alternatives however there 
are certain standards that 
need to be met  
They must collect visual 
information to develop 
their work. Taking their 
own photographs is 
essential and they should 
show planning for the 
photographs they capture. 
The student should try to 
explore either a wide range 
of processes and 
techniques or a wide range 
of materials or a 
combination of both. The 
student should be allowed 
to use the resource of their 
choice this maybe, paint, 

Core Skills: Measuring, 
proportion, basic 
shapes, creating 
effective compositions 
and investigating artistic 
influences.  
Formal Elements: Line, 
Tone, Colour, Shape, 
Texture. 
 
 
 

 Holistic 
overview of 
practical work. 
 
Use of Whole 
Class 
Feedback 
during the 
term. 
 
GRIT to be 
used at 
regular points. 
 
Model 
responses 
used to help 
extend 
writing. 
 

Research the photographer’s 
that we look at in class and 
develop a contextual study 
about a selection of artist’s 
work. 
Gather source materials. 
 
To research artists that are 
relevant to the themes they 
wish to explore. 
 
To take photographs and 
perform photoshoots. 

 This whole section is about 
the students ability to 
manage workload, to 
problem solve and to show 
perseverance. 
 
It is a huge subject to 
develop creativity and to 
refine all the skills that they 
have learnt to allow them to 
produce their best work. 
 
It is their chance to drive an 
idea, to develop and refine 
and record and to keep 
seeing how far they can push 
their ideas and their abilities. 



prints, clay, pencil, digital 
manipulations etc. 
They should make regular 
annotations that document 
the development and 
refinement of their work. 
The students should 
constantly be encouraged 
to expand on their ideas, 
explore processes and 
techniques  
Students will have until 
06/05/22 to complete 
coursework and their 
personal responses.  

 


