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Timeline and 
theme 

Content 
 

Key words with links to the 
Elements of Music. 

Assessment of Learning SMSC 

Term 1 
“I’ve Got 
Rhythm”.  

Week 1: To gain an understanding 
on the Elements of music with 
focus on Dr TT Smith. Students 
explore the definition of each 
element of music and use start 
beginning on working their 
analysing and listening skills on 
identifying how the elements of 
music are used currently in 
popular music. Uptown Funk by 
Bruno Marz.  
 
 
Week 2: To gain an understanding 
on how to find a pulse/beat in 
music with an introduction to 
rhythmic notation-note names and 
values. Students use their listening 
skills to find a pulse to two 
contrasting pieces of music- “Party 
in Usa” Miley Cyrus and “Another 
one bites the dust” by Queen. 
Students then explore the element 
of music rhythm, in more detail, 
looking at how rhythms are 
created using long and short 
sounds.  Students explore how 
syllables of words are used to help 
perform rhythms.  
 
 

Keywords/Elements of Music: 
Analysing skills 
Listening skills, Dynamics, 
Rhythm 
Timbre/Sonority, Tempo, 
Structure, Melody, 
Instrumentation, Texture and 
Harmony.  
 
 
 
 
 
Keywords/Elements of Music: 
Pulse, Beat, Semibreve, Minim, 
Crotchet, Quaver, Semiquaver, 
syllables, and time keeping, 
body percussion/clapping, 
Rhythm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Listening activity with 
students identifying and 
providing definitions to the 
elements of music. Scaffolding 
to be used to build on student 
answers.  
Use of Whole Class Feedback 
during the term. 
 
 
 
 
 
To show understanding on 
note names and values 
through class and individual 
performances using body 
percussion/clapping.  
Whole class Feedback at end 
of term.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Spiritual 
Building awareness on how 
music is interpreted through 
the learning on the Elements 
of Music.  
 
Moral 
Students value their work and 
the work of others. 
 
Social 
Working in groups to create 
music,. Building resilience and 
develop team working skills.  
 
Cultural 
Listening to a variety of music 
with different styles and 
backgrounds.  
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Week 3: Rhythmic Sentence 
Compositions. Students embed 
their knowledge of rhythmic 
notation and work on creating 
their own 4 bar rhythmic 
compositions. Students work 
individually to create their own for 
4 bar rhythms then work in pairs to 
put the rhythms together, ensuring 
they are using relevant group 
performance skills. E.g time 
keeping, communication.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Week 4: Continuing with rhythmic 
sentences. Students look at 
‘Hyenas drinks. Students sing the 
words ensuring they are 
demonstrating the correct rhythms 
for the words. Students continue 
working on their rhythmic 
sentences ensuring that their 
compositions are being performed 
accurately and with a steady beat. 
Students explore how they can 
expand their performances by 
considering ways in which their 

Keywords/Elements of Music: 
Composition, Polyrhythm, 
Beats, Notation, Bar, Time 
Signature, Rhythm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Keywords/Elements of Music: 
Steady beat, Composition, 
Singing, Pitch, Melody, 
Rhythm, Dynamics, and 
Texture.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To show understanding on 
note names and values by 
composing their own 4 bar 
rhythmic sentence. Students 
will need to show an 
understanding on their 
rhythms, demonstrating their 
ability to write, clap and 
perform their rhythms with 
accuracy. Students need to 
embed their knowledge of 
time keeping and beats to 
support their performance. 
Communication is key for an 
effective performance. Whole 
class Feedback at end of term.  
 
 
 
 
Group performances 
demonstrating ability of 
writing and performing 
rhythms from Wintringham 
compositions. Students will 
provide effective peer 
feedback on what worked well 
on peer performance and how 
they can develop their 
performances. Feedback will 
show students ability of 
listening and analysing, giving 
discussing what performances 
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performances can be developed 
using Dynamics and Texture.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Week 5 : Introduction to Rests 
with reference to Silence from the 
Elements of music. Students 
explore how rests can create effect 
to a piece of music, such as tension 
and emotion. Students revisit their 
note names and value chart and 
explore the corresponding rests.  
Wintringham Compositions. 
Students embed their knowledge 
of how syllables are used to create 
rhythms. Students work in pairs to 
create their own rhythmic 
compositions using the 
Wintringham 9 Habits. Students 
use their body percussion/clapping 
to perform their compositions 
ensuring relevant performance 
and rehearsal skills are used. 
Students embed their knowledge 
on rests to their composition.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Keywords/ Elements of Music: 
Body Percussion/clapping, 
Beats, Note Values, Time 
keeping, Rests, Silence, 
Rhythm.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

should look like. This will also 
students to embed both own 
feedback and peer feedback 
into the development of their 
own performance.  
Whole class Feedback at end 
of term.  
 
 
 
Students will perform their 
Wintringham compositions 
with peer, showing the use of 
body percussion, accuracy in 
rhythm. Some students will 
have further developed their 
performances by included 
elements of music such a 
Dynamics and Texture.  
Whole class Feedback at end 
of term.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



KS3 Year 8 Progression Map 2021-2022 
 

Week 6: Wintringham 
Composition performances. 
Students continue to look at how 
rhythms are put with words with a 
focus on Halloween Theme 
Rhythms. Students revisit their 
Wintringham Compositions, 
considering ways in which they can 
develop their compositions with 
focus on Timbre and the use of 
body percussion Students work in 
pairs, putting their compositions 
together whilst embedding 
previously developed skills on 
effective performances. 
 
 
 
Week 7: Introduction to Keyboard 
Skills. Students look at the 
element of Music Melody and 
Pitch. Student explore reading 
melodic notation, embedding this 
knowledge into keyboard skills. 
Students explore how their 
previous learning on rhythm can 
help to support the performance 
of a piece of music. Students look 
at how to find the notes on the 
keyboard and effective ways of 
positioning your hands and fingers 
on the keyboards. Students use 
their understanding and learn their 

Keywords/Elements of Music.  
Body Percussion/clapping, 
Beats, Note Values, Time 
keeping, Silence, Rhythm, 
Timbre.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Keywords/Elements of Music.  
Keyboard skills, Time signature, 
Beats, Note Values, Time 
keeping, Rhythm, 
Instrumentation, keyboard 
skills, Beethoven, composer.  
 

Students will show an 
understanding of how 
syllables are used to create 
rhythms during the starter 
activity. Students’ main 
assessment will demonstrate a 
development of final 
performance and the skills 
required for an effective final 
performance.  
Whole class Feedback at end 
of term.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Students will show effective 
keyboard skills, showing the 
ability of performing the given 
piece using one hand and all 5 
fingers. Students will 
demonstrate their 
understanding on rhythms by 
showing accuracy in note 
values when performing. 
Students will show accuracy in 
pitch, demonstrating the 
ability performing using 
accurate notes on the 
keyboard. 
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first study piece by Beethoven 
‘Ode To Joy’.  
 
 

Term 2: 
Reggae 

Week 1: Introduction to Reggae. 
Students explore the History of 
Reggae. Students complete a 
listening task on “Three Little 
Birds” by Bob Marley where they 
use their developed listening skills 
on identifying the instruments 
used in the piece. Students explore 
chords in more detail with focus on 
the chords of the listening piece. 
Students develop their keyboard 
skills by playing the chords to 
“Three Little Birds”. Teacher 
modelling is used to guide 
students learning.  
 
 
Week 2: Chords and Riff. Students 
develop an understanding on Riffs 
and the purpose of a riff in songs. 
Students learn the riff to “Three 
Little Birds”. The piece is played to 
the students again to remind them 
of the piece. Students will apply 
their keyboard skills to their 
performance. More able students 
will begin to put the chords and 
the riff together. Some students 
will show the ability of performing 

Keywords/Elements of Music. 
Harmony, Chords, 
Instrumentation Keyboard 
Skills, Listening and appraising.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Keywords/Elements of Music. 
Chords, Keyboard Skills, Riff, 
Listening and appraising.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students need to show an 
understanding on instruments 
when listening and appraising 
given piece. Students will be 
able to show an 
understanding on Chords and 
how these should be 
performed effectively on the 
keyboard. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Students will be able to 
demonstrate an 
understanding on riffs and will 
be able to perform the riff to 
the given piece with 
confidence, some accuracy 
and stability.   
 
 
 
 
 

Spiritual 
Whilst looking Reggae 
students learn to play and 
compose music in the style of 
Genres. Discussions are held 
about the origins of music 
within Reggae. Students are 
asked to reflect on the music 
with consideration and 
understanding on the 
surrounding world.  
 
Moral 
Students value their work and 
the work of others. 
 
Social 
Working in groups to create 
music,. Building resilience and 
develop team working skills.  
 
Cultural 
Exploring the musical styles 
and background of reggae 
with focus on the lyrics, 
instruments used and their 
culture.  
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the chords accurately and the riff 
with some accuracy. Less able 
students will show the ability of 
performing the chord progression 
keeping a steady beat. 
Performance will be held at the 
end of the lesson to show 
progress. Teacher led and peer 
feedback during performances.  
 
Week 3: “Three Little Birds” 
Chords and Riff. Students will 
continue learning the chord 
progression and riff to “Three 
Little Birds”.   Students will begin 
to look at putting the two parts 
together. Less able students can 
work in pairs when putting parts 
together, taking it in turns to 
perform the Chords and the riffs.  
 
Week 4: Introducing the Ukulele. 
Students begin to look at the 
Ukulele, understanding the 
different parts of the Ukulele. 
Students learn how to play the 
chords of the listening piece on the 
Ukulele. For less able students, a 
simple way of performing the 
chords will be demonstrated to 
allow them the opportunity to 
access the learning and develop 
their instrumental skills.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Keywords/Elements of Music. 
Chords, Keyboard Skills, 
Listening and appraising.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Keywords/Elements of Music. 
Instrumentation, Ukulele, 
Chords Harmony.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Students will be able to 
demonstrate an 
understanding on riffs and will 
be able to perform the riff to 
the given piece with 
confidence, some accuracy 
and stability.   
 
 
 
 
Students will begin to develop 
understanding on the Ukulele, 
being able t confidently 
identify the different parts of 
the Ukulele, Students will 
begin to demonstrate how to 
play the chords to the given 
song piece using the ukulele.  
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Week 5: Ukulele Skills continued. 
Students will continue working on 
their Ukulele skills ensuring they 
are confident in performing the 
Chord Progression. Some students 
may look at putting singing over 
the chord progression whilst 
others continue developing their 
Ukulele skills. Workshop given to 
less able students to support 
learning. Performances will be held 
throughout the lesson to check 
progress. Teacher led and peer 
feedback will be given.  
 
Week 6: Whole Class Singing/ 
Ensemble Skills. 
 Students will begin looking at 
Vocal Skills with focus on “Three 
Little Birds”. The purpose of this 
lesson is to develop confidence in 
students’ vocal skills.  
Students will begin their ensemble 
work. Students will be given the 
option of either using the 
keyboards or Ukulele. Each group 
of 3 students must use an 
instrument and Vocals.  Students 
will need use their understanding 
on keeping a steady beat to ensure 
effective performances. 

 
 
Keywords/Elements of Music. 
Instrumentation, Ukulele, 
Chords Harmony, Voice.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Keywords/Elements of Music. 
Whole Class Singing, Voice, 
Instrumentation, Ensemble 
work, performance.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Students will begin to develop 
understanding on the Ukulele, 
being able t0 confidently 
identify the different parts of 
the Ukulele, Students will 
begin to demonstrate how to 
play the chords to the given 
song piece using the ukulele. 
Confidence building on the 
voice will be demonstrated by 
some students.  
 
 
 
 
Students will show an 
increased development in 
confidence when singing. 
Group work will demonstrate 
strong teamwork, the ability 
and understanding of using 
instruments effectively and 
being able to participate and 
construct a strong ensemble 
group.  
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Performance will be held 
throughout lesson to check 
progress.  
 
Week 7: Ensemble Skills.  Students 
will continue working in groups on 
their “Three Little Birds” 
performance. Students need to 
look at how they can use elements 
of music to make their 
performances authentic. 
Performances will be held 
throughout to check progress. Peer 
feedback is given which enables 
students to strengthen their 
listening skills and identify the 
elements of music used in peer 
performances. Teacher led 
discussions on feedback will also 
be held.  
 

 
 
 
 
Keywords/Elements of Music. 
Whole Class Singing, Voice, 
Instrumentation, Ensemble 
work, performance.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Students will show an 
increased development in 
confidence when singing. 
Group work will demonstrate 
strong teamwork, the ability 
and understanding of using 
instruments effectively and 
being able to participate and 
construct a strong ensemble 
group. Feedback from peers to 
peer performances will show 
clear understanding on what 
makes a good performance 
and how performances can be 
developed.  

Term 3: 
Jazz and Blues  

Week 1: An introduction to Blues. 
To begin the lesson, students will 
listen to “Standing in the need of 
prayer” by The Caravans. Students 
will be asked to identify key 
features within this piece which 
they have explored in year 7- 
Polyrhythms, Call and Response. 
Students will begin with 

Keywords/Elements of Music 
Form and Structure, 
Polyrhythm, call and response, 
Blues.  
 
 
 
 
 

When listening to lyrics of the 
blues students will need to 
develop an understanding on 
blues lyrics- what was the 
purpose? What are the lyrics 
about? Students will need to 
show an understanding on the 
elements of music when 

Spiritual 
Whilst looking at Jazz and 
Blues, students learn to play 
and compose music in the 
style of Genres, . Discussions 
are held about the origins of 
music within these societies, 
with focus on the lyrics sung. 
Students are asked to reflect 
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brainstorming what they already 
know about blues, including some 
popular songs, musicians, blues 
features and characteristics. 
Students will have a listen to an 
example of Blues – “St Louis 
Blues” By Bessie Smith, with focus 
on the lyrics. 
 Students will also bring in prior 
knowledge of term 2 to identify 
the form and structure of this 
given piece.  Students will be asked 
to discuss the musical features 
used with focus on the elements of 
music. Student will look at how 
Chords are constructed with focus 
on the C major scale and 
identifying the chords within the C 
Major scale. Students will need to 
work on establishing these chords 
and practice playing these using 
the keyboards.    
 
 
 
Week 2:  An introduction to Jazz. 
Students learn about the origins of 
Jazz music and how this was 
influenced by the blues. Students 
will explore the similarities and 
differences between the two styles 
of music and will listen to 4 
different tracks to identify if they 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Keywords/Elements of Music 
Jazz Chords, Swung Rhythms, 
Improvisation, Call and 
Response, Keyboard Skills, 
Listening and performing.  
 
 
 

identifying these on the piece 
of music.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Through listening activity., 
students will show an 
understanding of the kye 
features and characters of 
both jazz and blues music. 
Students must show effective 
keyboard skills when 

on these lyrics, with 
consideration and 
understanding on the 
surrounding world.  
 
Moral 
Exploring Racism issues and 
the influence of this on blues 
lyrics. Students Value their 
own work and the work of 
others.  
 
Social 
Working in groups to create 
music,. Building resilience and 
develop team working skills.  
 
Cultural 
Exploring the styles an 
background of Blues and Jazz 
through the decades. -  
spiritual, Work songs and 
Afro-American music 
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are a Jazz or Blues piece of music. 
Students also develop an 
understanding on how these jazz 
chords are influenced by blues 
chords but with the added seventh 
notes. Students listen to “In The 
Mood” By Glenn Miller. Teacher 
will demonstrate this piece on the 
keyboard. Students work on 
playing in the mood. More able 
students may start to include the 
12-bar blue chord progression to 
accompany the piece.  
 
 
Week 3: “In the Mood “Melody 
and chords. Students will continue 
working on the melody part of the 
chosen piece. Students understand 
how the music is written in straight 
rhythm but was performed as 
swung rhythms.  
Students will listen to the piece 
again and hear the difference 
between a straight and swung 
rhythm.  
Some students will begin working 
on putting the chords with the 
melody in pairs, taking it in turns 
to perform both parts with an 
accompaniment. Students will 
perform progress at the end of the 
lesson.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Keywords/Elements of Music 
Swung Rhythms, triplets, 
Melody, and accompaniment. 
Keyboard skills.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

performing the piece/ Some 
students will show stability 
and the use of one hand. Most 
students will show some 
accuracy in rhythm and pitch.  
All students will show 
accuracy in pitch.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Students will need to show 
effective keyboard skills by 
ensuring they are show 
fluency, stability, and accuracy 
in performances. More able 
students will be expected to 
put the melody and 
accompaniment part together, 
showing some accuracy and 
fluency. Less able students will 
demonstrate fluency chord 
progression and some 
accuracy in melody. Students 
can work in pairs to achieve 
goals.  
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Week 4 : Walking Bassline and 
Chords.  
Students will begin the lesson with 
listening and analysing a piece of 
blues music called “Funky Farm 
Blues” which is based on the 12-
bar blues sequence learnt in last 
week’s lesson.   
Students explore the walking 
bassline of “In The Mood” . 
Teacher will demonstrate the 
walking bassline using keyboards. 
Students will practice learning 
using keyboards. More able 
students will begin to put the 
walking bassline with 
accompanying 12-bar blues chord 
progression.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Week 5: 12-Bar blues scale and 
Improvisation. Students will 
explore the Blues scale and 
develop an understanding on 
improvisation. Teacher will 

 
 
 
 
Keywords/Elements of Music 
Walking Bassline, Keyboard 
skills, Chord progression, 
Accompaniment.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Keywords/Elements of Music 
Improvisation, Riff, Blues scale, 
Sharps/flats, Chords, Keyboard 
Skills, Listening and 
performing.  

 
 
 
 
Students will need to show 
effective keyboard skills by 
ensuring they are show 
fluency, stability, and accuracy 
in performances. More able 
students will be expected to 
put the melody and 
accompaniment part together, 
showing some accuracy and 
fluency. Less able students will 
demonstrate fluency chord 
progression and some 
accuracy in melody. Students 
can work in pairs to achieve 
goals.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
When completing listening 
activity, students will need to 
be able to demonstrate an 
understanding the ability of 
being able to identify chords I 
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demonstrate how to do this. 
Students will then go away in pairs 
and work on improvising in turns 
whilst their partner performs the 
12-bar blues chord progression. 
Performances will be held at the 
end of the lesson. To end the 
lesson, as a class we will perform 
the 12-bar blue chord sequence 
and have students come to the 
front and improvise a section using 
the blues scale.  Students can 
volunteer to come up individually 
to add their solo improvised 
sections. For the less able 
students, a given improvised/riff 
will be provided.  
 
 
Week 6:  In The mood in the style 
of Ternary Form.  Students 
develop an understanding on 
ternary form through listening 
activity, identifying the A section,  
the contrasting sections B before 
retuning to section. Using this 
knowledge, students will create 
their own version  of “In the 
Mood” using ternary form 
structure and the characteristics of 
Jazz and Blues music.  
 Students will work in groups of 
2/3 to create their own version. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Keywords/Elements of Music 
Timbre/Sonority, Ternary form, 
Timbre Composition, 
Improvisation, 12-bar blues, 
walking bassline, chords, 
keyboard skills, group work.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IV and V that was learnt in 
previous lesson. Students will 
need to demonstrate the 
ability of performing the 
walking Bassline using one 
hand only. More able students 
will begin to put the 12-bar 
blues chord progression to 
accompany the walking 
bassline.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Students need to show the 
ability of performing the blues 
scale with confidence, 
ensuring the correct black and 
white keys are being used. 
Improvisation must show 
some stability and 
understanding of the use of 
the blues scale. Consistent and 
stable performance of the 12-
bar blues chord progression 
must be demonstrated to 
keep the piece together.  
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They will begin the A section with 
performing the melody to “In the 
Mood” and the Chords/walking 
bassline (depending on size of 
group). Section B will be the 
improvised section using the 
pentantonic scale, before 
returning to section A. Students 
choosing to play the chords may 
chose to use the Ukulele or their 
own instrument if they have one. 
Using the keyboard, students will 
be required to use a suitable voice, 
tone, timbre , features associated 
with Jazz Music. Performances will 
be held at the end of the lesson.  
 
Week 7: Continuing with “In the 
Mood”. Students continue working 
on their group work of “In the 
Mood”. Students need to explore 
how they can include the elements 
of music to make their piece sound 
authentic. Performances will be 
held at the end of the lesson with 
teacher led/peer feedback on what 
went well and how our group 
performances can be developed.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Keywords/Elements of Music 
Ternary form, Composition, 
Improvisation, 12-bar blues, 
walking bassline, chords, 
keyboard skills, group work.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Students will need to show 
effective group work and 
performance skills. Students 
will be expected to 
demonstrate a sense of pulse 
and time keeping when 
performing.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


