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Timeline and 
theme 

Content 
 

Key words with links to the 
Elements of Music. 

Assessment of Learning SMSC 

Project 1:  
Music In Media: 

Film Music 

Week 1: Elements of music.  
Due to covid and minimal music 
experience, students begin the 
term with recapping an 
understanding on the elements of 
music, ensuring they have clear 
understanding and knowledge of 
the importance of elements of 
music and the definition of each 
one with focus on DR TT SMITH.  
 
 
Week 2: Keyboard Skills. 
Students begin the lesson with an 
introduction to film music. 
Students explore the purpose of 
music in films.  
Students begin to develop an 
understanding on how to read 
music notation with focus on the 
nots of the lines and spaces in the 
treble clef.  
 
Week 3: ‘Ode to Joy; 
Students recap their 
understanding on reading notes on 
the treble clef and apply these to 
their keyboard skills. A simple 
beginners piece of ‘Ode to Joy’ is 
used to introduce students to 
performing music on the keyboard 

Keywords/Elements of Music.  
Dynamics, Rhythm, Timbre, 
Tempo, Structure, Melody, 
Instrumentation, Texture and 
Harmony.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Keywords/Elements of Music.  
Film music, Keyboard skills, 
Music notation, Music stave, 
Note ,Treble clef.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Keywords/Elements of Music.  
Pitch, score, notes, treble clef, 
keyboard skills.  
 
 
 
 
 

Students show an 
understanding on the 
elements of music through 
analysing and listening to a 
piece of music and 
understanding how music is 
created using the elements of 
music.  
 
 
 
 
When brainstorming the 
purpose of music in films, 
students must demonstrate an 
understanding on how music 
creates effect in movies.  
Students must demonstrate 
an understanding on being 
able to read music in the 
treble clef and identifying 
notes of the treble clef.  
 
Students must demonstrate 
their keyboard skills when 
performing ode to joy.  
All students will demonstrate 
a performance where the tune 
is recognisable.  
Most students will 
demonstrate a performance 

Spiritual 
Understanding how different 
musical cliches can have a 
personal effect.  
 
Moral 
Students value their work and 
the work of others. 
 
Social 
Working collaboratively in 
groups to create musicians. 
Supporting the development 
of musicianship skills of our 
peers.  
 
Cultural 
Listening, analysing, 
experiencing and performing 
music from different times 
and places.  
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using their right hand. Students 
learn about pitch and the direction 
they need to move when playing 
music on the keyboards and 
following a music score.  
 
 
 
 
Week 4: Composers and theme.  
Students begin the lesson with 
learning about some well-known 
film music composers. 
Students will be given a piece of 
music to play embedding their 
knowledge on music notation and 
keyboard skills. Students will need 
to identify the theme music- what 
film is it from? Students will also 
explore note values to ensure 
accuracy on rhythms in 
performances. 
 
 
Week 5-6: Leitmotif.  
Students begin the lesson with 
developing an understanding on 
leitmotifs with focus on the 
composer who popularised 
leitmotifs. Students then use their 
listening and analysing skills when 
looking at from Jaws and Avengers 
with focus on the elements of 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Keywords/Elements of Music.  
Pitch, score, notes, treble clef, 
theme music, composers, 
keyboard skills, note values 
rhythm.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Keywords/Elements of Music.  
Texture, Timbre, Dynamics, 
Richard Wagner, Analysing, 
Listening and keyboard skills.  
 
 
 
 
 

showing some accuracy in 
pitch and attempting to 
perform with one hand.  
Some students will 
demonstrate a performance 
with accuracy and fluency and 
effective keyboard skills by 
performing with one hand.  
 
Students demonstrate an 
understanding on who 
composer is, being able to 
identify the three well known 
composers explored in lesson. 
Students will show an 
understanding on music 
notation whilst also 
demonstrating effective 
keyboard skills. Students must 
demonstrate an 
understanding on note values 
when performing. 
 
 
Students will write a sentence 
explaining who popularised 
leitmotifs. Critical listening 
task allows students to revisit 
their understanding on the 
elements of music when 
analysing music.  
Students use their keyboard 
skills to begin learning the 
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music- Texture, Tempo, and 
Dynamics.  
Students then begin to learn the 
leitmotif from Jurassic Parc and 
use two lesson to develop an 
effective performance.  
 
Week 7: Performance and 
assessment.  
Students look at what makes an 
affective performance. Students 
prepare for a final performance to 
their peers.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Keywords/Elements of Music.  
Performance, listening and 
feedback.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

leitmotif from Jurassic parc, 
showing the ability of 
understanding how to read 
music correctly.  
 
 
 
Students’ performances must 
show the ability or attempt of 
using one hand, an 
understanding on reading a 
score and applying this to the 
keyboard. Students will also 
show effective performance 
through accuracy of rhythm 
and fluency of performance. 
Students also work on building 
confidence when performing 
in front of peers.  
Peers listening to performance 
demonstrate critical listening 
skills  
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Music in Media: 
Video Game 

Music.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Week 1-2: Creating a leitmotif  
Students begin the lesson with 
developing an understanding on 
diegetic and non-diegetic music.  
Students revisit the first part of 
their music in media project. 
Students look at how they can 
create music for a good/bad 
character. Students work in pairs 
to create a short leitmotif. 
Students also look at the use f 
rising 5ths, developing an 
understanding on how it created a 
heroic effect. Students must 
consider how the elements of 
music can be used within their 
composition.  
 
 
Week 3-4: Introduction to video 
Game Character.  
Students begin by brainstorming 
what they already know about 
video game music? How are they 
created to be effective? Students 
listen to super Mario theme Super 
Mario Bros. Theme Song - YouTube 
using critical listening skills to 
identify the use of the elements of 
music. Students previously 
developed an understanding of 
structure in Year 8.  

Keywords/Elements of Music: 
Diegetic, Non-diegetic, Rising 
5th’s , Composition, Leitmotif.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Keywords/Elements of Music: 
Game Music, Listening skills, 
structure.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In these two lessons, students 
bring all knowledge together 
from the first part of their 
music in media knowledge. 
Students create a leitmotif in 
pairs ensuring that their music 
fits their chosen character. 
Students are provided with a 
step-by-step guide to help 
them with the making of their 
leitmotifs.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Students demonstrate 
knowledge built in film music 
and identify the similarities of 
the music composed for films 
and games.  
Demonstrating an 
understanding of structure 
when listening and analysing 
music from Super Mario game. 
 
 
 
 
 

Spiritual 
Understanding how different 
musical cliches can have a 
personal effect.  
 
Moral 
Students value their work and 
the work of others. 
 
Social 
Working collaboratively in 
groups to create musicians. 
Supporting the development 
of musicianship skills of our 
peers.  
 
Cultural 
Listening, analysing, 
experiencing, and performing 
music from different times 
and places.  
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NTa6Xbzfq1U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NTa6Xbzfq1U
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Students revisit this knowledge to 
identify the structure of the super 
Mario theme. Students develop an 
understanding of the typical 
structure used in video games 
AABA.  
Students Develop an 
understanding on how video game 
music is constructed using chords I 
IV and V of a key. Students watch a 
video which explains this further.  
Using built knowledge from film 
music and embedding this into 
their knowledge for video game 
music, students need to create a 
short 2 bar motif using 
GarageBand. Students will need to 
use the copy and paste technique 
to repeat the two bars to create 
the first 2 sections of our video 
game structure.  
 
 
Week 5: Developing our Video 
Game Character theme.  
Students embed knowledge from 
Film Music unit. Students explore 
how video games motifs can be 
expanded to create a theme. 
Students revisit the structure of a 
video game music AABA and look 
at how they can develop their 
motifs built in last week’s lesson. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Keywords/Elements of Music: 
Motif, structure, chromaticism, 
disjunct movements, 
GarageBand.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Students demonstrate 
effective composition skills by 
showing an understanding on 
the use of chromaticism and 
disjunct movements within 
video game music. 
 Performances will be held at 
the end of the lesson to see 
progress within compositions 
and how students have 
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Students revisit the use of 
chromaticism and develop an 
understanding of disjunct 
movement to create more colour 
and character to their 
compositions. Students look at 
how they can use these skills to 
create a contrasting B section to 
their compositions. Using 
GarageBand students will create a 
B section to their compositions.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Weeks 6:  Dragon’s Den.  
Students brainstorm where else in 
a video game would you find 
sound effect. This could involve 
something like walking over a 
branch, a penny dropping, 
jumping, picking up an “energy 
pack” etc. 
Students will be given the option 
of 2 video games to create music 
for in preparations for an 
upcoming dragon’s den. Students 
work in pairs to embed knowledge 
developed over the last few weeks 
when creating their music for 
video games.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Keywords/Elements of Music: 
Game Music, Composition 
skills, Sound Effects, 
Chromaticism, Disjunct 
Movements.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

created a contrasting B 
section. Teacher led/peer 
feedback will be provided to 
students on what went well 
and how they can further 
develop their compositions.  
Students must demonstrate 
creativity and how their ideas 
work towards the given brief.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Students embed all knowledge 
developed throughout their 
film music and video game 
units. Students must show 
evidence of working towards a 
composition that meets the 
brief. Students must 
demonstrate the use of 
creativity and compositional 
skills.  
Performances will be held at 
the end of lesson with teacher 
led/peer feedback.  
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Students have the option of 
including sound effect audios 
taken from GarageBand but must 
also include their own inputted 
compositions showing examples of 
composition techniques.  
 
 
Week 7: Presenting out work.  
Students present their work to 
dragon’s den team. Students must 
discuss how they came about to 
create their compositions, how 
they used the elements of music 
and the key compositional skills 
implemented within their work.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Keywords/Elements of Music: 
Game Music, Composition 
skills, Sound Effects, 
Chromaticism, Disjunct 
Movements. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Students show confidence 
when presenting their ideas to 
the dragon den judges. 
Students must show the ability 
of effective presentations 
skills, using music terminology 
when explaining their creative 
ideas for their compositions.  

Term 3: 
Signwriting 

Week 1: What is a song? What 
makes a good song?  
Students brainstorm what makes a 
good song with focus on key 
words. Students use critical 
listening skills to identify the 
different parts of a song and 
discuss how it is effective. 
Listening- “She loves you” by 
Beatles. 
Students work in groups to 
complete their first song writing 
task.  

Keywords/Elements of Music: 
Song, rhyming scheme, 
structure. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students must show a work 
towards the next level of 
musical excellence, 
demonstrating an 
understanding on how 
structure is used within music. 
Students must decide on a 
scheme and work towards 
writing music that fits the 
structure of their writing 
scheme.  
 
 
 

Spiritual 
To allow the opportunity of 
experiencing and showcasing 
musicianship skills, talent and 
creativity.  
Moral 
Students value their work and 
the work of others whilst 
building up towards the next 
level of musical excellence.  
Social 
Working collaboratively in 
groups to create music and 
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Students explore popular rhyming 
schemes with focus on how 
rhyming schemes are structured 
(ABAB, AAAA, AABB, AABA etc.)  
Students begin working on decided 
on a theme and a scheme. 
Students then work on writing 
their opening line for their song 
based on their chosen theme.  
 
Week 2: Structure in song writing.  
Students revisit their 
understanding of structure in 
music and brainstorm reasons to 
why structure is important in song 
writing. Students then explore the 
structure of pop music, developing 
an understanding of each section 
of the structure (Introduction, 
Verse, Bridge, Chorus, verse, 
bridge, Chorus, Middle 8, Chorus 
and Outro). Students listen to 
“uptown funk”, Students already 
explored this in year 7 during the 
“I’ve got rhythm” topic where they 
explored how the elements of 
music was used in this piece. 
Students now go into further 
detail, exploring the structure of 
the piece. Students work on 
identifying the structure. Class 
discussion will be held on the 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Keywords/Elements of Music: 
Structure, Pop music, Verse, 
Chorus, Bridge, Elements of 
Music.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Students must use their 
critical listening skills when 
identifying the structure of 
“uptown funk”, showing 
detailed evaluation of how 
structure is used. Students 
must show an understanding 
on the structure of popular 
songs, being able to explain 
and recognise the purpose of 
each section of the song.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

celebrating their 
achievements.  
 
Cultural 
To listen to music with 
discrimination, valuing the 
history of the music they are 
introduced to. 
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structure following independent 
task.  
Students write the next section of 
their song sticking with the 
rhyming scheme and structure 
they have decided.  
 
Week 3: Chords in songs.  
Students have already developed 
the knowledge on chords. Students 
revisit their understanding and 
explore how chords are 
constructed for songs. Students 
will work on creating chords to go 
with their lyrics, ensuring the 
chords used are appropriate. For 
example, happy lyrics would 
consist mainly of major keys, sad 
lyrics will consist of minor keys etc.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Week 4: Strophic form.  
Students develop an 
understanding of strophic form 
and look at how they can apply 
their chords and lyrics to strophic 
structure. Students will perform 
progress made so far at the end of 

 
 
 
 
 
Keywords/Elements of Music: 
Chords, lyrics, key.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Keywords/Elements of Music: 
Strophic form, Structure, lyrics, 
performance.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Students embed prior 
knowledge on how to 
construct chords with a 
developed understanding on 
keys- Major and Minor. 
Students can use chords from 
Term 1 or consider developing 
deepening understanding on a 
new key with teacher 
guidance and support offered. 
Students demonstrate 
creativity when creating a 
chord sequence suitable for 
their lyrics. The music created 
must be suitable for their 
chosen theme and rhyming 
scheme.  
 
 
Students continue further 
developing their songs, 
embedding their knowledge 
on strophic form, and applying 
this to their work. 
Performances will be held at 
the end of the lesson with 
teacher led/peer feedback. 
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the lesson for teacher led/peer 
feedback. 
 
 
 
Week 5: Adding Melody 
Students look at what makes an 
effective melody and how this can 
be implemented into our songs. 
Students work on adding a melody 
suitable to the lyrics. Students 
perform their melody with lyrics. 
Teacher led/peer feedback.  
 
 
 
Week 6: Piecing it together.  
Students work in their groups to 
put their performances together. 
Students focus on what makes a 
good performance.  
Students must assign a part to a 
group member (e.g., vocals, 
keyboard-chords, keyboard-
Melody). Students then work on 
performing their piece.  
 
 
 
 
Week 7: Performance.  
Students use this final lesson to 
prepare for their performance. 

 
 
 
Keywords/Elements of Music: 
Melody, staff notation, 
performances, repetition.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Keywords/Elements of Music: 
Group work, keyboards, vocals, 
chords, melody, time keeping, 
beat.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Keywords/Elements of Music: 
Performances, group work, 
evaluations.  
 
 

 
 
 
Students revisit their 
understanding on creating 
melodies from chords from 
term 1. Students apply this to 
their song writing 
compositions.  
 
 
 
 
 
Students come together in a 
group and assign parts to 
group members. Students 
must begin on developing 
their instrumental skill.  
Students must consider what 
makes an effective group 
work. Students develop 
rehearsal techniques, ensuring 
they work on communication 
and time keeping.  
 
 
Students present a final 
performance of their 
songwriting project. Students 
complete a self-evaluation on 
what went well on their 
songwiring compositions and 
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Each group will perform. Teacher 
led/peer feedback will be given on 
what went well and how the 
groups can develop their 
performances. Students write a 
sentence on what they felt was 
successful about their 
performance and how it can be 
developed.  

 
 
 

performances and how they 
can work to develop their 
songwriting skills and 
performance skills.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Term 4: 
Cover Vs Original 

Week 1: The difference between a 
cover and an original.  
Students explore the difference 
between a cover and an original. 
Using listening skills, students 
listen two examples of the same 
song and write about how the 
songs are different.  
Version 1- “Best of you” Foo 
Fighters 
Version 2- “Best of you” Lee Ryan. 
Students need to refer to the 
elements of music and identify 
how the elements of music have 
been used to change the original 
into a cover.  
 
Week 2 and 3: How Genre can be 
used in arrangements.  
Students explore how genre can be 
used in arrangements. Students 
begin with looking at an example: 
“Feeling Good” Nina Simone. 
Students explore the style of music 

Keywords/Elements of Music: 
Cover, listening skills and 
analysing.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Keywords/Elements of Music: 
Pop music, Jazz, arrangement, 
reggae, GarageBand, Chord 
sequence.  
 
 
 

Students develop an 
understanding on how original 
music can be covered with 
focus on the elements of 
music. This means that 
students must have a clear 
understanding on the 
elements of music, embedding 
this knowledge into their 
listening and analysing 
activity.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
To successfully complete this 
task, students must bring in 
prior knowledge on jazz music 
and reggae. Using this 
knowledge and their 
understanding on the 
characteristics of Jazz and 

Spiritual 
To allow the opportunity of 
experiencing and showcasing 
musicianship skills, talent, and 
creativity.  
 
Moral 
Students value their work and 
the work of others whilst 
building up towards the next 
level of musical excellence.  
Students develop the 
confidence of showcasing 
their musicianship skills to 
their peers.  
 
Social 
Working collaboratively in 
groups to create music and 
celebrating their 
achievements.  
 
Cultural 
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of this original piece (Pop) and 
how the cover/arrangement by 
Michael Buble changed it with 
focus on Jazz. 
Students look at creating their own 
arrangement for “Havana” . To 
begin, students listen to two 
examples of the original and a 
reggae version. Students look at 
what features of reggae have been 
used in the cover/arrangement of 
Havanah. Using GarageBand, 
students work together to create 
their own arrangement of Havanah 
with focus on the chord sequence 
and melody. Students must 
consider the use of the elements 
of music to achieve this.  
 
Week 3 and 4: What makes a 
‘relaxed; arrangement.  
Students will begin by looking at 
what techniques are used to 
change the original by listening to 
two versions of “Riptide”.  
Students learn to play the chords 
taken from riptide. Using the 
elements of music, students 
brainstorm ways in which an 
original can be changed to create a 
relaxed effect.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Keywords/Elements of Music: 
Listening and Analysing, 
Chords, arrangement.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reggae, students use heir 
listening and analysing skills to 
identify how the originals have 
been arranged to a different 
style of music.  
Students show an 
understanding on 
arrangement when 
completing a task of arranging 
an original to a cover on 
GarageBand. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To create a different effect to 
an original piece of music, 
students must consider how 
the elements of music can be 
used to meet the criteria of a 
relaxing arrangement.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Exploring the musical styles 
and background of reggae 
with focus on the lyrics, 
instruments used and their 
culture.  
Exploring the styles and 
background Jazz through the 
decades. -  spiritual, Work 
songs and Afro-American 
music 
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Students create a relaxed version 
of riptide using GarageBand and 
the elements of music.  
 
Week 5 and 6: What makes an 
‘upbeat’ arrangement.  
Students explore how music can 
be arranged to create an up-beat 
effect by listening and comparing 
examples of ‘Dancing on my own’ 
Students refer to Riptide and now 
create an arrangement using ideas 
developed from their listening 
activity. Students must consider 
the use of elements of music to do 
this. Students use GarageBand to 
create their own arrangements.  
 
Week 7: Performance and 
feedback.  
Students finalise their 
arrangements, ensuring they used 
elements of music suitable for 
their given brief. Students will 
present their arrangements to the 
class. Teacher led/peer feedback 
will be given on what students did 
well to achieve the brief and how 
they can develop/shape their 
arrangements. Students will 
complete this unit by writing about 
what they have learnt, how they 
worked on creating their 

 
 
 
Keywords/Elements of Music: 
Cover, listening skills and 
analysing.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Keywords/Elements of Music: 
Performance, listening and 
analysing.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
To create a different effect to 
an original piece of music, 
students must consider how 
the elements of music can be 
used to meet the criteria of a 
up-beat arrangement.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A final performance of 
students cover v original. 
Students showcase their work 
to their peers. Peers listening 
will provide effective 
feedback, showing an 
understanding on how music 
can be arranged from an 
original to a cover effectively.  
Written activity must include 
descriptive writing, accuracy in 
spelling and must 
demonstrate effective use of 
music vocabulary.  
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arrangements and what they can 
do to develop their arrangements. 
 
 
  

Term 5: 
Chords and 

Melody 

Week 1: How are Chords 
constructed? Major Key. 
Students have already developed 
an understanding on Chords. 
Students are going to go into more 
detail and explore how chords can 
be constructed for simple 
melodies. 
Students need to first begin at 
looking at how we can identify 
chords from finding out the key to 
the piece. To begin, we will look at 
the notes of a major scale are 
constructed using the tone and 
semitone technique (T, T, S, T, T, T, 
S). Students’ work out the notes of 
2 major scales (C major, G 
major).Students will practice 
playing these scales on the 
keyboards.   
 

Keywords/Elements of Music: 
Chords, scales Key, Pitch, 
Major, Keyboard skills.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students must show prior 
knowledge on chords during 
class discussions. 
Students will show accuracy 
when performing scales. 
Students must also show 
effective keyboard skills, 
demonstrating the use of 
performing scaled with one 
hand and with fluency.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Spiritual 
Building awareness on how 
music is interpreted through 
the learning on the Elements 
of Music.  
 
Moral 
Students value their work and 
the work of others. 
 
Social 
Developing an understanding 
on the background and 
lifestyle of African Musicians.  
 
Cultural 
Listening to and analysing the 
music of West-Africa. 
Developing an understanding 
on African traditions.  
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Week 2: Continuing with 
constructing chords for Major 
keys.  
Student’s recap understanding on 
the pattern sequence for a major 
scale.  
Students then look at how the 
chords of a major scale can be 
constructed. Students are taught 
the most common chords used in 
modern day songs (I IV V VI) 
especially popular songs. Using the 
same scales, students must 
construct chords ( I IV V VI) and 
play these on the keyboards.   
 
 
Week 3: How are chords 
constructed? Minor keys.  
In this week’s lesson, students look 
at how chords are constructed for 
Minor keys. Students first look at 
how to work out the notes of the 
minor keys using the 
tone/semitone pattern (T, S, T, T, 
S, T, T,). An example is used on the 
A minor scale with teacher led 
discussion. Students then work out 
the notes of Minor scales (A minor, 
E minor). Student’s practice 
playing these scales on the 
keyboards.  

Keywords/Elements of Music: 
Chords, Melody, Key, Pitch, 
Major, Keyboard skills.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Keywords/Elements of Music: 
Chords, Melody, Key, Pitch, 
Minor, Keyboard skills.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students will demonstrate 
their understanding on how to 
construct chords from the 
Major key by firstly, identify 
the chords using the pop 
chord sequence, and then 
applying these to the 
keyboards.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Students will be able to 
demonstrate how chords are 
construct for Major keys 
during their ‘Do Now’ and 
starter activities.  
Students will further develop 
this knowledge by applying 
skills built in previous lesson 
to minor keys. Sequence will 
be able to explain he pattern 
for a minor scale and practice 
playing the given scaled on the 
keyboards. Students will then 
work on constructed chords 
from the minor scale and 
apply these to the keyboard, 



KS3 Year 9 Progression Map 2021-2022 
 

Students then work on 
constructing the chords for each 
key using the same chords from 
previous lesson ( I, IV, V VI).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Week 4: Continuing with Minor 
key chords.  
Students are given a worksheet 
where they are expected to write 
the notes of the chords identified 
in previous lesson using staff 
notation. This allows students the 
opportunity to revisit prior 
knowledge on staff notation 
before moving on to their 
composition unit of this term.  
Students continue working on 
identifying the chords of the given 
minor keys and applying these to 
their keyboard skills.  
 
 
 
Week 5: How are chords 
constructed for melodies? Major 
Melody 
Students explore how chords are 
constructed for simple melodies. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Keywords/Elements of Music: 
Chords, Melody, Key, Pitch, 
Minor, Keyboard skills.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Keywords/Elements of Music: 
Melody, Chords, passing notes, 
listening skills, keyboard skills.  
 
 

showing accuracy in the 
chords they have identified 
and demonstrating further 
keyboard skills. E.g., being 
able to play the chords 
accurately and fluently on the 
keyboards. 
 
 
 
Revisiting prior learning, 
students will show 
understanding on staff 
notation by drawing in the 
correct notes for the chords 
required.  
Students will continue to 
demonstrate an 
understanding on how chords 
are constructed scales, being 
able to accurately identify the 
chords, I IV, V and VI for both 
minor scaled  
  
 
 
 
 
Whole class activity will assess 
student understanding on 
identifying chords by looking 
at the notes within a melody.  
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Teacher demonstration is used on 
the piece “you are my sunshine”. A 
simple piece to demonstrate how 
chords can be constructed. 
Students learn how the ear is a 
vital tool in hearing how some 
chords don’t work with the 
melody. Students develop an 
understanding on why these notes 
don’t work. 
 Teacher explains the use of 
‘passing notes’ in melodies.  
Students will then continue 
working on constructing the 
chords for the rest of the piece 
Performances will be held at the 
end of the lesson.  
 
 
 
 
 
Week 6: How are chords 
constructed for Melodies? Minor 
Melody.  
Students recap learning from 
previous lesson and will be asked 
to identify the key and the chords 
of a 2-bar melodic phrase.  
Students will then be given a minor 
melodic piece to work on.  
In pairs, students must first work 
out the key.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Keywords/Elements of Music: 
Minor key, Chords, Bars, 
Melody, Keyboard skills, 
Performance.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Individual work on identifying 
notes of given piece will 
demonstrate student 
understanding on constructing 
chords within a key.  
Performances will show 
effective keyboard skills, 
accuracy, and fluency.  
Students listening will need to 
use critical listening skills and 
identifying any 
misconceptions from 
performances.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Group work will show an 
understanding on bringing all 
knowledge together, showing 
accuracy in identifying the 
chords for the melody 
provided. 
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Students will move on constructing 
the chords from the given piece.  
Some students will begin on 
working on learning the melody of 
the piece.  
 
 
 
 
 
Week 7: Performance.  
Students will continue working on 
their chord progression for their 
minor key melody.  
Students apply this to their 
keyboard skills, working towards a 
final performance. Students must 
put the chord and melody 
together.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Keywords/Elements of Music: 
Performances, Critical 
listening, Chords, Melody, 
Keyboard skills. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Performances will show 
accuracy in chord progressions 
and effective keyboard skills. 
Critical listening skills will be 
encouraged by students, 
identifying whether the 
chosen chords from peer 
performances work and why. 
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Term 6: 
Band Skills 

Week 1: Developing Instrumental 
Skills. 
Students begin their project with 
first identifying the different 
instruments and roles within a 
band by being given a picture to 
analyse.  
Workshop 1: Developing guitar 
skills. Students learn about the 
different parts of the guitar, 
understanding the notes of the 
strings and how to read 
Tablature/chord diagrams. 
Students work on being able to 
play 4 separate chords on the 
guitar. These chords will all be 
used during their band skills 
project. Teacher demonstration is 
used to enable learning.  
 
 
Week 2: Developing instrumental 
skills.  
Students begin the lesson looking 
at  
Students recap their 
understanding on how to read 
tablature and being able to apply 
these to the guitar. Students 
continue working on their guitar 
progression, ensuring they develop 
confidence and fluency in their 
performance.  

Keywords/Elements of Music. 
Instrumentation, Tablature, 
Band skills, Chord diagram.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Keywords/Elements of Music. 
Instrumentation, Tablature, 
Band skills, Chord diagram. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students show further 
development on their 
musicianship skills by 
beginning to learn how to play 
chords on the guitar 
effectively. Students 
demonstrate on 
understanding on how to read 
tablature through whole class 
activities. Students begin to 
learn how to play chords on 
the guitar, working in pairs 
and providing peer support. 
Performances will be held 
throughout lesson with 
regular feedback. Whole class 
performance showing fluency, 
confidence and accuracy when 
moving between chords.  
 
 
Students continue to develop 
their guitar skills, showing the 
ability to move between 
chords effectively. 
Performances will be held at 
the end of the lesson, where 
students provide peer 
feedback and support on how 
instrumental skills can be 
developed.  
All students will be given the 
opportunity to perform chords 
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Week 3: Understanding the Bass 
Guitar.  
Students begin the lesson with 
watching a video and analysing 
how bands use communication to 
support their performance. Here, 
they are looking at makes a good 
band performance, with examples 
of also bad performances.  
Students then recap their learning 
on tab/chord diagrams and apply 
these to the bass guitar.  
 Students work on being able to 
play 4 separate chords on the Bass. 
These chords will all be used 
during their band skills project. 
Teacher demonstration is used to 
enable learning.  
 
 
 
 
Week 4: Introducing Band 
projects.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Keywords/Elements of Music. 
Instrumentation, Tablature, 
Band skills, Chord diagram. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Keywords/Elements of Music. 

using differentiation. Some 
students will perform broken 
chords whilst others may 
choose to perform full chords.  
 
 
 
 
Students show further 
development on their 
musicianship skills by 
beginning to learn how to play 
chords on the Bass guitar 
effectively. Students 
demonstrate on 
understanding on how to read 
tablature through whole class 
activities. Students begin to 
learn how to play chords 
whilst working in pairs and 
providing peer support. 
Performances will be held 
throughout lesson with 
regular feedback. Whole class 
performance showing fluency, 
confidence and accuracy when 
moving between chords.  
 
 
 
 
When working on their band 
skills, students must embed 
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Students begin the lesson with 
looking at covers of the 3 pieces of 
music they will be offered: 

1) Jessie J ‘Flashlight’. 
2) The Weeknd ‘I can’t feel 

my face’ 
3) Ben E.King ‘Stand by me’.  

Students chose a piece in groups of 
3 or 4 and begin working on 
developing their band skills on 
their chosen song. Students have 
the choice of either including 
percussion, keys, guitar, and 
ukulele in their performances. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Week 5: Band project lesson 2. 
Students continue to work on their 
band projects. Students begin the 
lesson with another listening 
example of what makes a poor 
performance. A class discussion 
will be held.  
Students return to their band 
project and continuing developing 
their instrumental and band skills.  
 
 

Instrumentation, Tablature, 
Band skills, Chord diagram. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Keywords/Elements of Music. 
Instrumentation, Tablature, 
Band skills, keyboard skills, 
ukulele, Chord diagram. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

knowledge from lessons 1 and 
2 on what makes a positive 
rehearsal skill. Students will 
show musicianship skills and 
technical skills on their chosen 
instrument, showing accuracy, 
fluency, and confidence on 
their instruments. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Students revisit knowledge on 
what makes a bad 
performance. Students must 
listen and analyse why the 
performance they have seen is 
bad, referring to prior 
knowledge. Students will look 
at why time keeping, a pulse 
and a beat is important when 
performing in a band. 
Students also look at how they 
can create character to their 
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Week 6: final preparations for 
performances.  
Students use the lesson to prepare 
for final performances. Students 
look at how they can embed the 
elements of music to create an 
authentic version of their chosen 
songs. E.g., Structure, texture, 
dynamics.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Week 7: Performances.  
Students perform their Band 
projects.  Feedback is provided by 
teacher and peers.  
Students must complete a “my 
performances” evaluation, writing 
about what skills they have 
developed, what went well in their 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Keywords/Elements of Music. 
Instrumentation, Tablature, 
Band skills, Chord diagram, 
performance.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Keywords/Elements of Music. 
Instrumentation, Tablature, 
Band skills, Chord diagram. 
 
 
 
 

performances with focus on 
the elements of music.  
 
 
 
Students must show effective 
group work and practise. 
Students demonstrate 
knowledge on their 
instruments when performing 
their chords.  
Performances will be held 
throughout the lesson with 
feedback from teacher and 
peers on what went well and 
how they can develop their 
band skills. Students write a 
sentence in their book on 
what they want to work on as 
a band next lesson and how 
they will prepare for a final 
performance.  
 
 
A final performance of 
students Band Project. 
Students show effective band 
skills, teamwork, instrumental 
skills, and confidence. 
Students write up and 
evaluation on what skills they 
have developed during the 
project, what went well on 
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performances and ideas on how 
they can improve. 
 
 

 

 their performance and how 
they can develop their 
performances in future 

 


