
YEAR 8: Progression Map 
Timeline 

and theme 
Content 

 
Core Skills and Key Elements 

Influences 
Assessment Homework SMSC 

Term 1 
Pantomime 

Week One: To look at the key conventions of 
Pantomime to understand the key ingredients 
needed to create a successful pantomime. Link 
to Commedia de’ ll Arte and the origins of 
Pantomime spotlight on nonverbal 
communication to create stock characters.  
Week Two: To explore the key features of a 
Pantomime story working as a small theatre 
company to break down the story and create 
three key moments as advertising material for 
a Pantomime.  
Week Three: To explore the characterisation 
skills needed to create an effective 
Pantomime. To spotlight Over the top 
performance and projection. 
Week Four: To look at how performers 
effectively use scripts to create a character. to 
understand that a script needs more attention 
than just learning the words. To understand 
that the script must be used to identify what 
the intended emotion that the performer 
should communicate to the audience. To 
explore that the performer should understand 
the performers reason to talk and how they 
should respond to others. To understand a 
script is more than words.  
To start work with Aladdin Pantomime script in 
small groups.  
Week Five: To look at the elements that are 
needed for an effective rehearsal when 
preparing performance. To understand the use 
of communication and collaboration offering 
ideas whilst responding to the suggestions of 
others to devise an effective scripted 
performance.  
Week Six: The students will look at the use of 
feedback within the devising and rehearsal 

Key Elements 
The roles and responsibilities 
of a Pantomime performer  
Communicating nonverbally 
through Mime.  
Responding to a script 
Understanding the Rehearsal 
process  
Communication and 
collaboration within the 
rehearsal process  
Understanding and applying 
the need for Accuracy, 
Fluency and Control within 
performance  
The roles and Responsibilities 
of a Director 
The use of feedback and 
evaluation to develop 
performance.  
Core Skills  
Creating a Character: Facial 
Expression, Body Language, 
Tone of Voice, Gesture, Eye 
Contact, Posture, Projection 
and Positioning.  
  

Holistic overview 
of practical work 
and written 
assessment. 
 
Use of Whole 
Class Feedback 
during the term. 
 
GRIT to be used at 
regular points. 
 
Model responses 
used to help 
extend writing. 

To create a programme 
entry for the Pantomime 
Aladdin to be performed 
at the Grimsby 
Auditorium.  

Understanding of the origins giving a 
greater insight into the artistic 
movements and history of Performing 
Arts.  
 
To work effectively with others 
building positive relationships to 
produce an effective outcome. To 
communicate and collaborate offering 
ideas and responding respectfully to 
others. To express ourselves with 
confidence through creative thoughts 
and opinions.  
 
To be able recognise and manage 
emotions within a range of 
relationships within the creative 
process.  
 
To be able to receive feedback and 
ignite change and development to 
demonstrating perseverance to 
succeed not giving up at the first 
hurdle.  
 
To be able to adapt and overcome in 
challenging circumstances.  
 
To develop confidence to perform in 
front of peers in preparation for 
situations such as interviews, 
presentations, and public speaking in 
later life. 



process to understand that change is positive 
within the creation of a Performing Arts 
product. To compare feedback given within 
mainstream television shows to apply the 
PEE/PEAZER structure for evaluation.  
Week Seven: The students will perform the 
rehearsed Pantomime performance that they 
have created as a small theatre company. The 
students will then evaluate their own 
performance and the performance of others as 
a director. The students will then be return to 
their group and discuss ideas and recreate 
through rehearsal what they have discovered 
through the feedback they have been given.    

Term 2 
Titanic  

 
 
 
 
 

Week One: The students will begin exploration 
of the Titanic by using props and facts as 
stimuli for characterisation. The students will 
begin to explore class within the findings of the 
artefacts and role play their findings as a 
scientist and news reporter. This will lead onto 
the students thinking about how are the 
character’s accents/ costumes/ movements/ 
pastimes different? How do you know they are 
different? Rich/poor? 1st class/2nd/3rd class?  
Week Two:  To look at how a passenger’s class 
determined their survival chances? To 
introduce hot seating and explore the students 
given character through improvisation 
The students will then take part in a whole 
class mime where the teacher acts as a 
Narrator. This will end in a Freezeframe where 
the survivors are sitting in a lifeboat. Everyone 
else will be asked where was you when the 
ship sank? 
Week Three:  The students will explore what is 
a monologue and then the students will 
consolidate the information collected in the 
previous 2 session.  The students will have to 
create a monologue for the boarding card 

Key Elements  
The use of stimulus 
Devising 
Improvisation  
Hot Seating 
Monologue  
Communication and 
collaboration in the devising 
process.  
 
 
Core Skills  
Creating a Character: Facial 
Expression, Body Language, 
Tone of Voice, Gesture, Eye 
Contact, Posture, Projection 
and Positioning. 

Holistic overview 
of practical work 
and written 
assessment. 
 
Use of Whole 
Class Feedback 
during the term. 
 
GRIT to be used at 
regular points. 
 
Model responses 
used to help 
extend writing. 

Research into the Titanic.  
 
To create a poster that 
details the events of the 
sinking of the Titanic and 
the inequality of the 
survival based upon the 
class of a passenger.  

To respect equality and be a 
productive member of a diverse 
community. To explore the class divide 
and inequality of the passengers 
aboard the Titanic.  
 
To understand historic events in 
British history.  
 
To work effectively with others 
building positive relationships to 
produce an effective outcome. To 
communicate and collaborate offering 
ideas and responding respectfully to 
others. To express ourselves with 
confidence through creative thoughts 
and opinions.  
 
To be able recognise and manage 
emotions within a range of 
relationships within the creative 
process.  
 
To be able to receive feedback and 
ignite change and development to 



character that they have been devising and 
developing.  
Week Four: To work as a small theatre 
company who has been tasked with producing 
a performance based upon the stimulus of 
Titanic Our Journey.  Each performer should 
perform a monologue of their character’s 
journey. Working in collaboration and 
communication applying the devising and 
rehearsal processes. 
Week Five: To undertake the rehearsal process 
to prepare final performance of Year 8 the 
following week.  
Week Six: The students will perform the 
devised performance that they have created as 
a small theatre company. The students will 
then evaluate their own performance and the 
performance of others as a director. The 
students will then be return to their group and 
discuss ideas and recreate through rehearsal 
what they have discovered through the 
feedback they have been given 

demonstrating perseverance to 
succeed not giving up at the first  
hurdle.  
 
To be able to adapt and overcome in 
challenging circumstances.  
 
To develop confidence to perform in 
front of peers in preparation for 
situations such as interviews, 
presentations, and public speaking in 
later life. 
 
 
 

Term 3 
War 

 

Week One: To explore the techniques and 
skills needed within physical theatre 
introducing the students to a new style other 
than Naturalistic Theatre. Introduction to ‘War 
Poetry as Stimulus’ Students will practically 
explore ‘Dulce et Decorum Est’ through still 
image and physical theatre.  
Week Two: To practically explore the use of 
direct address and vocal skills in War poem 
‘Who’s in the game?’ 
Week Three: To practically explore the war 
poem ‘In Flanders Fields’ using cross cutting 
and narration and mime 
Week Four: Students will choose one war 
poem we have explored and devise a 
performance using the poem as stimulus 
including the explorative strategies studied 

Key Elements 
Physical theatre  
Still Inage  
Cross cutting  
Narration 
Mime  
Direct Address  
Communication and 
collaboration within the 
rehearsal process 
The use of feedback and 
evaluation to develop 
performance. 
 
Core Skills  
Creating a Character: Facial 
Expression, Body Language, 
Tone of Voice, Gesture, Eye 

Holistic overview 
of practical work. 
 
Use of Whole 
Class Feedback 
during the term. 
 
GRIT to be used at 
regular points. 
 
Model responses 
used to help 
extend writing. 

To create  letter to a 
fallen soldier detailing a 
understanding of the 
sacrifice that has been 
made for our freedom. 
To express an 
acknowledge of the 
feeling of the soldiers on 
the front.  

To develop knowledge and 
understanding within world history. To 
explore the events of WW1 and WW2 
using war poetry to develop 
performance material. 
 
To develop the moral compass of the 
student understanding the importance 
of rituals and traditions within the 
community. 
 
To acknowledge the act of 
Remembrance within British values to 
celebrate the sacrifices made for our 
freedom today.  
 
 To be able to interpret stimulus 
material in a caring and sensitive 



Week Five: To undertake the rehearsal process 
to prepare final performance of Year 8 the 
following week.  
Week Six: The students will perform the 
devised performance that they have created as 
a small theatre company. The students will 
then evaluate their own performance and the 
performance of others as a director. The 
students will then be return to their group and 
discuss ideas and recreate through rehearsal 
what they have discovered through the 
feedback they have been given.    
 

Contact, Posture, Projection 
and Positioning. 
 

manner. To recognize and manage 
emotions and feelings effectively. To 
recognize the feelings and emotions of 
others. 
 
 

 


