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On his return, his father was overjoyed and threw a huge party. He even
killed the calf he had been fattening for a feast. The older brother was angry
and jealous — after all, his brother had wasted all that money but he had m.cns
loyal. Now it looked as if the father was not bothered u_uo:.n his younger
wo:w selfishness. His father took the older brother aside. He E:;.:acau
him that everything now belonged to him, and his brother had nothing
However, everyone had thought the son had gone forever, so it was ri ~r.n t
celebrate the return of this son and welcome him home. R

Everyone who returns to God is forgiven — even the badly behaved
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Parable of the Sower and Seed (Mark 4:1-20)

0 send its roots. Some seeds
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pParable of the Talents (Matthew 25:14-30)
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The master of a house had to go away on business. He called three of his
servants to him.To one he gave five talents (a talent was a high value coin),
to the next he gave three and to the third he gave one.Then&he left.

The first two servants decided to use their money to earn more from it.
Both doubled their money by the time their master returned. The third was
afraid to lose it, so hid it.

On his return, the master praised the first two servants and said they
would be greatly rewarded. He was furious with the third, as he had
expected more back — even by investing it in the bank, the servant would
have earned a little interest. The master threw him out.

The talents are the Christian message which grows if others are told
about it.

1 What is a parable? Why were they told?
2 Write out this table correctly so that each parable matches its
correct meaning.

Parable of the | We should not hide the skills and talents we have.
Prodigal Son We should use them to do better.

Parable of the | People can change and should be praised for
Sower and positive change.

Seed We should never be afraid to ask for help when we
need it.
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Parable of the People respond differentty to the same message -
Talents some ignore it, some seize on it but lose interest,
some are influenced by others to forget it, some
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3 Choose one parablg. Retell it in your own words, or as a cartoon
strip or storyboard. Explain the meaning of the parable you

chose.
4 People use parables 3ll the time to explain things. Do you think

that is true? Explain your answer. |
5 ‘Parables have messages for everyone who hears them, not just
Christians.” Do you agree with that statement? Explain why using

at least two reasons. Can you think of a different point of view?
Give reasons to support that view.
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