
ESCAPE FROM THE PARIS METRO 
   

Understanding how to read a metro map is an important life skill. This game will help 
improve your map-reading skills and you will learn lots about Paris and its history! 

 
The metro in Paris is the third-longest in Europe after London and Madrid. In fact the word 
‘metro’, now used in 55 languages, comes originally from the Paris Metropolitain system. It 
is said that there is no part of Paris that doesn’t have a metro station within 400 metres. It 

is the easiest way to get around Paris, serving 4 million people a day. It has over 300 
stations, and many are named after battles, war heroes and famous people so it’s a great 

way of learning about history and places. Not many people know there are also several 
ghost stations (‘une station fantôme’). These ghost stations are popular visitor attractions 

but are only open on several days of the year. 
 

 
 
The challenge:  

 On your holidays, you have been visiting one of these ghost stations but your group 
has left while you weren’t looking and you are now stuck in the station. You have to 
unlock a 10-digit code on the door of the station to escape. 
 

 There are 4 colour-coded games to play. ‘A- Rouge’, ‘B- Bleu’ and ‘C- Jaune’ and ‘D- 
Vert’. Each game contains 10 clues. Each one gives you a letter or a number to help 
create your 10-digit code. 

 

 For some of the answers you may need to use Google to do some research on some 
French history related to the names of the stations. For other questions, you may 
need to use http://www.wordreference.com to look up some translations. You can 
also find this as an app to download. 

 

 You should have a map open in one tab, and the clues on another. 
You can write your code on paper as you go, or you can print out a copy of the ‘Blank 
Answer Grid to write them on’. 

 
You will need the accompanying PDF or jpg file ‘PARIS METRO MAP’ to complete this task 

or you can find an online version of the map here: https://www.changesinlongitude.com/wp-

content/uploads/2019/06/Paris-Metro-Map-avec-rues.pdf 

http://www.wordreference.com/
https://www.changesinlongitude.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/Paris-Metro-Map-avec-rues.pdf
https://www.changesinlongitude.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/Paris-Metro-Map-avec-rues.pdf


KEEP A TRACK OF THE ANSWERS AS YOU GO AND THEN CHECK 
AGAINST THE SOLUTION 

 

Reading the map 
 
Click here to view my YouTube video on how to use the Paris Metro. 
 
The metro is made up of 14 coloured metro lines, numbered 1-14. It also has five longer 
suburban rail (RER) lines, lettered A-E. The list & location of metro stations is on the left 
hand side of the map.  
 
The map you will use is a geographically accurate map which also shows street names and 
tourist attractions. For example, in the section below, we can see the Arc de Triomphe, and 
that the nearest metro is Charles de Gaulle- Étoile, on lines 1,2,6 and the RER A. To use the 
metro, you get on a station and ride the train in the direction of the final stop. For example, 
you can see that the final stop at this end of Line 2 is Porte Dauphine. So for example, to 
get from Courcelles to Boissière, you would take Line 2 in the direction of Porte Dauphine, 
change at Charles de Gaulle-Étoile and take the Line 6 to Boissière in the direction of 
Nation (which is off the map but is the last stop on Line 6). 
 

 
 
The map is also split up into a grid system – look for A-G and numbers 1-6 along the side. 
For example, if you looked at the whole map, you could work out that the Arc de Triomphe 
is in square C3. The top left of the map also contains a key for the different types of 
buildings and a scale. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tI3w31dcTz8

